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TREATISES ON CHINESE ARCHAEOLOGY
IN THE SHANG AND ZHOU PERIODS

Zhang Changshou

Synopsis

The present book is a collection of archaeological academic works of Prof. Zhang
Changshou, a Senior Fellow of the Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences. It comprises 35 treatises he wrote independently or in collaboration with others
largely in the last 20 years. In content, it can be roughly divided into four parts, i. e. bron-
zes, jades, chariots and archaeological cultures in the shang and Zhou periods.

The first part consists of 15 articles, which deal with various subjects of Shang and
Zhou bronzes, such as their periodization and dating, form and combination, decoration
and chronological features in this aspect, and clan emblems, inscriptions and affiliation, as
well as hoarded, South-China-unearthed and abroad-scattered objects. The paper on the
“Ya Chou”-inscribed bronzes collects up all the excavated and handed-down samples with
this inscription, examines their characteristic features, inquires into their clan affiliation by
combining material and literary data, and thus affords a pioneer example in the study of
this kind of bronze. The two essays on the bird and animal mask designs attempt to re-
search into the evolutionary laws of their forms so as to furnish the dating of bronzes with
evidence. The studies on Xingan and Tunxi finds aim to outline the chronological sequence of
the Shang and Zhou Bronzes unearthed in South China.

The second part embraces seven articles, which discuss mainly the jades from the
Western Zhou graveyard at Zhangjiapo. The paper on a newly-discovered jade animal mask
refers its counterparts in foreign collections, and makes an inquiry into their date. The
treatise on the jade sceptres from Shenmu talks about the finds of this kind from various ar-
eas, researches into their dating, and gives an account of the samples the author acquired

from natives during his surveys at Shenmu.
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The third part contains only four articles. They examine the form and structure of
Shang and Zhou chariots, especially reconstruct their components and then whole chariots
in the light of unearthed bronze fittings, and thus provide quite realiable material for stuty-
ing the then vehicle.

The fourth part is formed from nine articles. Among them the “China (1600~ 700
BC)” is a brief introduction to the history of China in the Shang and Western Zhou periods,
written at the invitation of UNESCO for the 2nd volume of History of Humanity-Scien-
ti fic and Cultural Development as one of its chapters. Two treatises deal with the predy-
nastic Zhou culture; two with the Jin marquis graveyard and Jin Marguis Su chime-bells;
and several with the Jing Shu family burial ground and the funeral ritual of the Western
Zhou.

It is the author’s hope that this book will be helpful to the lovers and researchers of
Shang-Zhou archaeology, and especially that the readers will offer comment upon the vol-

ume, which will surely bring him much benefit.
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