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Foreword

FOREWORD

In the faraway Orient, there is a dragon.

The dragon is the symbol of China and China is the dragon. The whole world has known this for many centuries.

Of all the animals in the world, the dragon is the most favored, loved, respected and feared by the Chinese people. In
everybody's mind, there is a powerful dragon soaring high in the sea of clouds, benevolent toward all the land, though
nobody knows what it really looks like or has ever seen the real creature. They have seen only the images carved or
painted in works of art.

People are fully convinced that there is a dragon and that it is immortal and omnipresent.

The Chinese people used to be proud of being the sons and daughters of dragons. They are also, however, the creator
and master of the dragons.

As a totem in ancient times, the dragon was a product of man's creative power and imagination. Long after the age of
totems, the dragon has remained the greatest living creature under the sun. It is endowed with holiness, dignity, solemnity,
nobility, boldness, and power. The centuries-long development of the creation, modeling, modification, and exchange of
the images of the dragon by many unknown artists and craftsmen eventually produced a magnificent and beautiful image
of the dragon with a unique Chinese style.

Through the ages, in numerous historical records, literary works, imperial edict: and folk tales, the dragon has been
described and praised, becoming a household word in China. No any other living creature in the world could have pro-
duced such a great and far-reaéhing influence on the mind of man.

But, since the end of feudalism many years ago, the idea of the dragon as a symbol of monarchy and supreme power
or absolute authority has dimmed or been belittled, even cast away, because it is too conservative, outdated, and far from
the will of the people, going against the ideas of democracy, freedom, civilization, equality, development, and communion
advocated in modern times.

Accordingly, the idea and conception of the dragon is changing nowadays, and its position has changed as well. The
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dragon is no longer a symbol of divinity and monarchy. In fact, The dragon was created by the wisdom and will of the
people. It became a symbol of the powerful monarchy because of the weakness, ignorance, and defects of man himself.
Today, the dragon has descended from its fairyland in heaven to the realistic earth to live with all of us, dropping its
mysterious and awe-inspiring demeanor.

The Forbidden City, the imperial palace of emperors in the past, is now open to the public. Visitors have gone to see the
various designs of dragons in the palace carved on the columns or embroidered on cloth or painted on paper, and they
have admired the varied styles and enjoyed the pleasure of being with them.

The culture of dragon has developed in the scholars' studios and their works as well through the lips and hands of folk
artists and craftsmen. The dragon patterns in ancient documents, literary works, art works, historical relics, folklore, archi-
tecture, daily articles, textile products, and accessory fittings would provide an inexhaustible and most valuable source of
materials and designs for the study of the rich and age-old Chinese culture.

The imaginary creature that has never really existed on earth now has been revitalized by the people, its creator.

The dragon, with its agile movement and roaring aspiration, shooting into the skies and diving deep into the seas, will
march into the new century together with the great Chinese nation, adding a new luster to China's long and everlasting
development. :

In the far, far away Orient, there is a dragon. It is called China....

With all of our understanding about the dragon and the feelings we cherish for it, we dedicate this album to you, our
readers, hoping it will help you understand and get acquainted with the dragon and further explore its spiritual qualities.

Yuan Ying Spring
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According to the traditional Chinese calendar, the year 2000 is
the year of the dragon and will mark the first time that the year of
the dragon falls on the first year of a millennium. Such a coinci-
dence occurs only every 3,000 years. That is why the Chinese
people take the year 2000 as a special year for celebration.

To the Chinese people, the dragon has always been a symbol
of good luck. Especially in ancient times, people worshiped the
dragon as a god who is able to summon the wind and rain and is
benevolently disposed to all things on earth. But the fact is that
there are no dragons in the world. The image of the dragon was
created by the Chinese people. This mysterious animal has played
an important role in the formation of the Chinese nation as a
family of 56 ethnic groups and has had a powerful influence upon
the development of Chinese culture. Thus, the Chinese people
have loved and respected the awe-inspiring dragon since ancient
times. Owing to the progress of human society and the develop-
ment of science, the dragon has become less of a mystery, but it
is still the symbol of China’s national spirit and a unique artistic
image in people’s minds. The Chinese people, including the
overseas Chinese, call themselves descendants of dragons, and
some westerners call China the Giant Dragon in the East. In a
word, the dragon in China, has become a cultural phenomenon
existing in the social life.

Shortly before the arrival of the year of the dragon, we have
compiled this picture album of dragons for you, our readers at
home and abroad, wishing you good luck in the year of the dragon.

This album is not an academic work, but a book for popular
consumption. We hope that when you look over this picture al-
bum, you will feel as if you are visiting a Chinese dragon museum
guided by a friend. You will be surprised to see so many works of
art about dragons and you will enjoy yourself with the tales of drag-
ons....

Notes on the Dragon §#
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