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Draw on the Old and Learn From the New,
Be Charming and Lasting

—— Selected works of the flower-and-bird ceramic paintings by Ms. Wu Shuyun
( preface )

Ceramic arts are composed of the quality, shape and
ornament of the ceramics. Based on the shape of the wares,
the color is an important element in ceramic decorations.
An appropriate decoration makes a more artistic work.
Therefore, a fine work of color painted ceramic should be

a perfect combination of shaping and decorating.

Color paintings on ceramics are deeply related but
different to plane paintings. The ever-changing shapes of
the wares provide rich general appearances for pictures.
Being restricted by the ceramic materials and glazes, and
the scientific usage of the various pigments, the artist must
be careful of the visual effects of the polyhedrons, and that
whether the color of the pigments would stay natural after
firing. So all the choice of the theme, the arrangement of
the objects, and the employ of methods and techniques
show the artistic understanding and pursuit of the artists.

The artists speak their voices through their works.
In the colored ceramic circle in Chaozhou city, China's
china town, Ms. Wu Shuyun, a senior artist, is dauntlessly

a spectacular one.

Ms. Wu Shuyun was born in Fengxi, the center of the

china town, and graduated from Guangdong Ceramic
School. She has been engaged in the work of ceramic de-
sign and creation for about thirty years, assiduously stud-

ies and seeks the art of ceramic color paintings, and gradu-

~ ally forms the art style of her own, which is distinguished

from the traditional Chaozhou style.

In Ms. Wu Shuyun's works, it's easy to find that she's
specialized in traditional Chinese realistic paintings of flow-
ers and birds on ceramics. Drawing support from the qual-
ity of ceramic, the shape and the pigments, she skillfully
grasps the charms of the objects and to build the mood, so
that to express her discovery and point view of art. Based
on the features of the ceramic itself, Ms. Wu Shuyun draws
lessons from traditional Chinese painting, from the com-
position to the object and color; she pays enough attention
to the need of expression, as well as the artistic functions
for decoration and appreciation, making full use of the aes-

thetic perception.

Ms. Wu Shuyun shows great creative power in the
compositions of her works, and never draws two pictures
echoing each other. When drawing flowers, trees and

grasses, no matter the brush begins from the bottom, the



top or the side, she always makes perfect use of the simple
and the complicated, the intersecting and setting off, and
the shadow and light. Whatever composition, she's always
able to draw people's attention to the subject, which just
reflects her proficiency in the gist of color paintings of
ceramics. On the vase, lotus pool, the green leaves were
arranged on the bottom of the vase, a white flower in the
middle and a flying bird on the shoulder of the vase, mak-
ing a good combination of quiet and sound. On the ceramic
plate, hoopoe in spring wind, three hoopoe vividly stand
in the green branches, like talking in whispers, construct-

ing a graceful taste and deep mood.

Ms. Wu Shuyun merges the mixed glazes with old
glazes and new glazes, draws in a comprehensive way and
changes the acting of the brush according to the theme of
the pictures, so that to produce a graceful and luxurious
effect. The work, the spring sunshine is a combination of
meticulous brushwork and freehand brushwork. The smart
display of light and color shows the artistic accomplish-
ment of the artist. And in the works, full spring and pony
flower, the artist broke through the traditional usage of

color; stressed on the quality; used light pigments to dye

the flowers and leaves, and strong pigments in certain part
to increase the layers and enlarge the spaces; so that to high-
light the artistic effect of the whole picture, which is mag-
nificent but not gaudy. The bird-and-animal paintings by
Ms. Wu Shuyun are extremely lifelike. She uses ink color
to paint the feather and tail, in contrast with the flowers
and trees. She employs the objects according to the com-
position of the whole picture. Her works are full of life and
features of the times. Learning from the tradition but not
constrained by the custom is the result of her continuous

search and creation.

Finally, I would like to say, as the first female provin-
cial great master of artistic ceramics in Chaozhou city, Ms.
Wu Shuyun is also the first one to hold an individual exhi-
bition and publish her selection. This is also a remarkable
event of great value to present the development of
Chaozhou ceramics and to promote the creation of ceram-

ics arts.

By Qiu Taoliang

a reviewer of ceramics arts
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