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B8 My First Job

I was six when I joined my father and two elder brothers at sunrise in the hayfields
of Eufaula, Oklahoma. By the time I was eight I was helping Dad fix up low - income
rental properties. He gave me a penny for every nail [ pulled out of old boards.

I got my first real job, at JM’s Restaurant in town, when I was 12. My main re-
sponsibilities were clearing tables and washing dishes, but sometimes I helped cook.

Every day after school 1 would head to JM’s and work until ten. Saturdays I
worked from two until eleven. At that age it was unlucky going to work and watching
my friends run off to swim or play. I didn’t necessarily like work, but I loved what
working allowed me to have. Because of my job I was always the one buying when my
friends and I went to the local bar Tastee Freez. This made me proud.

Word that 1 was honest and hard-working got around town. A local clothing store
extended credit to me although I was only in the seventh grade. I immediately charged
a $ 68 sports coat and a $ 22 pair of trousers. I was making only 65 cents an hour,
and I was already $ 90 in debt! So I leamed early the danger of easy credit. I paid it
off as soon as I could.

My first job taught me discipline, responsibility and brought me a level of person-
al satisfaction few of my friends had exprienced. As my father, who worked three jobs,
once told me, “H you understand sacrifice and commitment , there are not many things
in life you can't have.” How right he was!

1. When the author was a child, he was made to help his father work because

A) the restaurant was short of hands.

B) his family belonged to the low-income group.

C) he wanted to eam some money.

D) he was stronger than his two brothers.



2. At the age of 12, t}caut}nrgotajobatamtaumnandoften worked till late at
night because

A) he liked that work . B) he didn’t like playmg

C) he was hard-working. D) he felt rewarded by doing that work.

3. The word “Word” in the sentence “Word that [ was honest and hard — working got
around town” in the fourth paragraph means

A) statement. B) advice. C) news. D) promise.

4, When the author was in the seventh grade, he was in debt because

A)he did not work any more.

B)he bought clothes on credit.

C)he was charged too mouch for the sports coat.

D)he made little money at that time.

S. What does the author want to tell the reader by this text?

A) If you know sacrifice and responsibility, you can have many things in life.

B) Children from poor families usually have a very unhappy childhood.

C) Children should be made to work and eam some money by themselves.

D) You will leam discipline and responsibility by working early in life.
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- - Stone Hill Mall

Stone Hill Mall has fewer large department stores than most malls but, instead,
features more than 100 small specialty shops, while the few that are not used yet will
be filled as soon as the mall’s owners find proprietors (. 3 ) who fit the mall’s image.

One thing that makes Stone Hill Mall popular was that all of the stores remain
open from 9 a. m. until 10 p.m., Monday through Friday. This favourable stast has
certainly been advantageous thanks to such features as its being the only shopping cen-
tre in the area to provide free baby-sitting for children from two to eight years old and
its offering restaurants to suit every pocket, with the possible exception of the highly
budget - conscious. Furthermore, as far as movie entertainment is concemed, Stone
Hill Mall tops Westgate Mall, which looked very impressive when it opened last year,
with three separate cinemas.

Besides, the air-conditioning system makes sure a comfortable inside temperature
of 25 degrees centigrade no matter what the weather is like outside, and in addition to
its three beautiful fountains, the mall has a quiet garden area with comfortable benches
and chairs for shoppers who have become tired.

One complaint about Stone Hill Mall is that it is located outside the city, but
there is a regular bus service between the mall and the city centre. A further complaint’
might be that, althmghthemalllssunoumiedbyumtormxltmmthescenexy, it
will be some years before these can effectively made the main buildings and the vast
parking lot a part of the area around.

6. Stone Hill Mall is different from other malls because it has

A) more large departnent stores.

B) more empty space to rent.

C) many shops selling special goods.

D) shops selling expensive goods.

7. Stone Hill mall is popular with shoppers mainly because of its

A) long business hours. B) attractive restaurants.



C) children’s stores. D) entertainmers facilities.
8.What makes Stone Hill Mall a more favourable shopping place is

A) the price in the shops.

B) the-weather in the area.

C) the chidcare falilities.

D) the conditions inside the mall.

9. Tt is implied in the passage that the writer takes a(n)___. __ attitude towards
the mall.

A) critical B) indifferent C) fair D) one-sided
10. The main purpose of the passage is to

A) compare Stone Hill Mall with other shopping centres.

B) introduce the unique features of the mall.

C) discuss its strengths and weaknesses.

D) draw attention to the inadequacies of shopping centres.
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| Weight On And Off the Earth

We are so used to our life on the surface of the earth that it can be quite an effort
for our mind to break free of all the ideas that we take for granted . Because we can feel
that things are heavy, we think of “weight”as being a fixed quality in an object, but it is
not really fixed at all.If you could take a one-pound packet of butter 4,000 miles out
from the earth, it would weigh only a quarter of a pound .

Why would things weigh only a quarter as much as they do at the surface of the
earth if we took them 4,000 miles out into space”? The reason is this: All objects have a
natural attraction for all other objects; this is called gravitational attraction. But this
power of attraction between two objects gets weaker as they get farther apart. When the
butter was at the surface of the earth, it was 4,000 miles from the center. When we took
the butter 4,000 miles out, it was 8,000 from the center, which is twice the distance . If
you double the distance between two objects, their gravitational attraction decreases®two
times two”, If you treble the distance, it gets nine times weaker(three times three) and
80 on.

So this is one of the first things we need to remember: that the weight of an object
in space is not the same as its weight on the surface of the earth.

What about the weight of our pound of butter on the surface of the moon? At the
distance the pull of the earth is about 4,000 times smaller than it is here on the sur-
face, 80 we can forget all about the earth-pull on our butter.

On the other hand, on the moon there will be an attraction between the butter and
the moon: but the butter will weigh only about one-sixth as much as it does on the
earth. This is because the moon is so much smaller than the earth. The amount of grav-
itional pull that a body produces depends on the amount of material in it. A packet of
butter has a gravitational pull of its ewn; but this is very small in relation to the pull of
something as large as the moon, or the earth, or the sun.

11. How much would four pounds of tea weigh if it was taken 4,000 miles out from the
surface of the earth?

A) t pound. B) 2 pounds. C) 3 pounds. D) 4 pounds.

12. We find it hard to break free from ideas connected with Living on the earth because



