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Language speaks. What about its speaking? Where do we
encounter such speaking? Most likely, to be sure, in what is
spoken. For here speech has come to completion in what is
spoken. The speaking does not cease in what is spoken.
Speaking is kept safe in what is spoken. In what is spoken,
speaking gathers the ways in which it persists as well as that
which persists by it—its persistence, its presencing. But most
often, and too often, we encounter what is spoken only as the
residue of a speaking long past.

Martin Heidegger: Language.
(In Poetry, Language, Thought
pp. 193-194, translated by
Albert Hofstadter, New York:
Harper & Row, 1971.)
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