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REPLABNWERRARREF ZHNERNXR £F5 HE 5 E
RBRGEFHRARAREETR G E B FH LA GREENY N A

R LR XE, gl W s Rk, BH . kR X B
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EL)H-FHRTHRXAHE TR R B ERER
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FHRES., EXNZELBF LU LLARBETREWER”,

EXAX—RBA -—THAWANE £« FLLH(X LKA X
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FibfdN, BF HUNEEETEANZ LT N F X B LABEL, R
FREN"ZLM? AR BRINEAZF L THEZHR . ABT 4.
HAAXHNELD? REFE-ANMAEFEZHERRBESF N LR, -4
AEF X BT FHLZRE A EF XA WTEHNMAUREN A E
FAEERN SR TENRE. RN THLD, AT HoH7 EHEHH
ZLUMANETRGREANIAEE HREKRAGEHR,EH5AMNXE Y
BREFRBNEHTERN LG AL ENBEH B IR N E LS FAL
WEZMETESAE REKZLWENTE UL HIAEL.
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O FAER - IR - R
L 55 RO

R LERE—-EPAMBURT , 1 EF R
BMEOCESR BRI TEHHEN 16 FRE MR XE
HRFEEMER., E-REEENXE . RREE
X SCEBRL K, W B E R .OF ERRE
3L AUXAEA X H R R 2T, BUF AT LU
B—TXEW A ELEFEXHEEHEPE B4 AF
W] o

((Tfﬁﬁﬁl?@ﬂﬁj"ﬁ?))(Undef the Western Eyes,
1986) UL TR — i “ L " F e . B E B R
HEPRZ M E X RN —R.C Bh. REREE
At R RIER AR -2 47, RIMFE R L HEEH R, Bk, 5t
REXEZEARAWASET S, A HRLAFEFWIR
“FTLMRERAMEAR”T . KK, RERFEX
B, —GiRE A 0K B ERAZE S IETENE, TR
EEXRXENTRANEARART . MEALAEFEMN
B ARCREE B #mK, FEREEH L EXFE
—Y AL RERBEET (REHAEEN AL

@ “Under Western eyes” has enjoyed a remarkable life, being
reprinted almost every year since 1986 when it first appeared in the
left journal Boundary 2(1986). The essay has been translated into
German, Dutch, Chinese, Russian, Italian, Swedish, French, and
Spanish. It has appeared in feminist, postcolonial, Third World,
and cultural studies, anthropology, ethnic studies, political science,
education, and sociology curricula, It has been widely cited,
sometimes seriously engaged with, sometimes misread, and
sometimes used as an enabling framework for cross-cultural feminist
projects.

® Thanks to Zillah Eisenstein for this distinction.
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BHEHRRE MRITEZEMAI FHTE HHERTEEERRT, £
[ (9 30 i 3 78 A5 8 R B AR <, T S8 B0 B SR R 3 SR 2o 3 SUTE S A
RAEFERAZEHZ I, B, TTEX B BT UL, 3132 337 4 18 B9 3R 58 19
W, BAEREWHCET ARG T OIMRRT , LIET 1986 4 AR L& F AL
B RFHIW A IF BT 2 WA IR HE SRR — 2T R, T H B L.
Fo B BEXF ANTHE B A B 12 2R A 08 5 SCEAF Hh P30, 3F X3 L3 080 45 1F 1 [
BLo FEMHET BRI A B AL PR i B, SR 21 a8 ot R
ik 1) 28 L) 1 [ 2 s b — AN [ JL+4F G - CE R T IR B R ) —— 2V
WA A ——R B T BB RR M X — ez, {4 &t
Btk 3 SOOI P W Y 38 U 9 289 TR RSURN 7 35 18 () R e 7
CET(EATHBET)—X B AR BEFEN AT, UREAS AN
RTEELEELEREHENENES, RELLE T (ETEF MR
T —3CHY I8 R FF X L WA B T 24 R B L BOIR A R R A B o i
o EX—IEH, TR X ANE— LR W, 3R E &K ARIEIE 5%
ARTR SCEE B TT i m AR 3 . FORF $2 s — LEFRAR i S v, LA V8 9 6 O 56 = 1k
PS5 TR R B R R S0 BT R Lotk 3 SCBHR b R B =2 18] 36 2R A0 R L
FF 0 R 58 S0 B BL 5 A R AR T T O A 4R TR A
HAREBELSE 16 Fh . RMBERET E, £ 21 L9, B EH L
EXES IR E WK ZHEEXEXMBENNTREEE LS EBENE
7 FEIRE X RS SCRE I, 06 262 R (1 L BOYA B4 0 i B AG 3F 8 6 IR AR . T B
JSHT B AR 7 1986 4F LUK B L2 R FBUA AR B TEBE & 4 T BAs , 3UA W st
T BA AR YR AR 20 fih4D 80 AF AR P IR T (LT O AR Y6 T )i 9 I
B R MBOR R FE SRS R OB R MBGE BT —KXE. ReE
ARG A A BT AT o2 A SR AR T E 4R 2 oL 1)

B(EBRTHRET) —ELHENERBEHBERL 1986
“TRDE LM A X 5 = A A L i AR R S 3 5T | 5 R AL SR BF
FUR =R A%, G MECHE TS J7 6 BR Y6 T ) 3 2 2 48 7% A0 W 7 3 e 5% i A
%o WEBEFR NPT 2ot ORKE R B A 25 IR &5 00 &t £ 08 ok
A Bk LA D rh L B L HE 1B Y35 38 Ak B 05 956 T R T AR R 2 6] i 26
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REEES A ZHW2RBUEMAEFER NN LW E LERRBEGE
OE57))

HEEENHMREHE XL EXE I L AEZREE ., S
FHRORBOE U R 2R ET BUA T E M BN ENBE. BRIEWE - &
/RH (Maria Mies, 1982) %44 5% 8 /R 7630 T A MBF R #7318, RE R &
HHETZ R R 2E T, MEB R SRS BE I E B X, WA E ¥k
PARAH L BAEX PR Z B R AR B RS, X—ahra&EEme
MEY) AR R FEAMELR , DL B ¥y B B S AE b 7 A OW E, DA R @RI R B
i b RE S SR ANE R, I R BEAGE A, B
AR 2% 1k L e AR i 8 PR A I 1 22 3 ORAVIR S = R T S 8. IXRE, R
BE e 0 B 5 A A AR B A 0 B 43 T, SCBRTE R T B BRI 4 5 R BOE B E
REAE—E. RZINEERO LM E XHALT RS, BRANMR L iEH
Kbl , BEAFX—ATRM . FH/RYET » KR (Sylvia Walby, 2000) 7% 3
JIT TR B4 3t 5 BA X — I8 1 AT TR 2R O 9 2 AT B A TR 3R B S, 3 X R T
MEFESVPEZEMRRET ERFMETE., B—F RS, ALEET Y.
FHEREK EZMALEELEZMEREFTHSBEN, DEREf L4 E
RESR. WHA LIS .

BERPAREAREL BRI EAERERAIEE LR
WAV TAFR E A ARG iR R, EREREHREL -ANH L BH
Wit B R ARAITE, B AAN KR E L RALERE G, £ 248
o, EXANERP RARE -ANAZFAGEE, LRE—HER KL,

@ Here is how I defined “Western feminist” then; “Clearly Western feminist discourse and
political practice is neither singular or homogeneous in its goals, interests, or analyses. However,
it is possible to trace a coherence of effects resulting from the implicit assumption of ‘the West’
(in all its complexities and contradictions) as the primary referent in theory and praxis. My
reference to ‘ Western feminism” is by no means intended to imply that it is a monolith. Rather, I
am attempting to draw attention to the similar effects of various textual strategies used by writers
which codify Others as non-Western and hence themselves as (implicitly) Western. ” ( Mohanty
1986, 334) I suggested then that while terms such as First and Third World were problematic in
suggesting oversimplified similarities as well as flattening internal differences, I continued to use
them because this was the terminology available to us then, I used the terms with full knowledge
of their limitations, suggesting a critical and heuristic rather than non-questioning use of the

terms. I come back to these terms later in this essay.
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REARBEBROGALHRILHBR—NHRAGBET B G TaME, A2k
HIMEAALEEILFAERLGILE, RAFEATlBFTOALREIL EH
EMLEH AL X REGLR T FRHFORNA, A —LBXAE
G, W ERBHR-NEAERGAE, WA ZEZRAHEG S FREA
% B &, (Walby ,2000,199)

'f)URtl:lﬁiﬁﬁ%iﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁf&)\fi%?ﬁé%ﬁlﬁ]E‘Jiﬂéi)‘(ﬁ‘?ﬁ‘
TOH AT X — WA T It E AR E =M R AL, e
RG-S ENEWHERENE LK., REFFIAR, 2R R R
T T B A (] B 300 2 R P R 5 3 A A 2 4 A T 2 R T 4 TR Oy SR
B o I B — P K B TSR 1 SR B S X A, S R 1 22
Bt FE 5 A AN A 1 R B L RO

RE(FEVT T BRI T )— 30, R BB 1V 4 3 ORI JE 7 R Ak i B 3 4k
SERBRTTBEARTE B9 » th R B T8 07 7 A48 = R B Lot S R SRR
SRAR BB 5 LG A AR A TR T BB B VG 7 &t 3 SCREE =t R Aotk 3 L2 1)
MBI, O R, XM TR Z 5T LLIX R 9 B S8 0 i3 1 5
. BR—EAW AN 2RERXERGER XL, i R LS 8
AR A BE B 55 LA B MR B X A B X XA WAL T LB X
RCER I R SCERIE A .

FEFARIIET7 L B ABR SCE AT, BRI IE LRI A =P 0 i A ST EE SRt

® My use of the categories Western and Third World feminist shows that these are not
embodied, geographically or spatially defined categories. Rather, they refer to political and
analytic sites and methodologies used—just as a woman from the geographical Third World can be
a Western feminist in orientation, a European feminist can use a Third World feminist analytic
perspective,

@ Rita Felski’s analysis of the essay(1997) illustrates this, While she initially reads the
essay as skeptical of any large-scale theory (against generalization) , she then goes on to say that,
in another context, my “emphasis on particularity is modified by a recognition of the value of
systemic analyses of global disparities” (10). I think Felski’ s reading actually identifies a
vagueness in my essay. It is this point that I hope to illuminate now. A similar reading claims,
“The very structure against which Mohanty argues in ‘ Under Western Eyes’—a homogenized
Third World and an equivalent First World—somehow remanifests itself in Cartographies of
Struggle” (. Mohanram 1999, 91). Here I believe Radhika Mohanram conflates the call for
specificity and particularity as working against the mapping of systemic global inequalities. Her

other critique of this essay is more persuasive, and I’ll take it up later.
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e, ROTBEVERGMIMNERNEZEE—RFRHFEHTEHAL
W—— WL ER. RO EEEEIM—BRUWERFENFEHE,
BEAZMNAALZEEHMIFURE =R otk X EEZERE RN
AN VEH L E WM. FRRBEBRERNAFTE, R EEES
— AR R AL BB R B Lot E KIS . B B ZE BT B M0 Aot X L
ARRURERHEALE P, R T RBFHERA. L AR S VEB A, R
SEFRE-AHAIIE R L EEXTE .,

BAOEZE—N LA AR EREEERIG IR D)0 Z AR 5 WRE m R
ZIMEAE, RYLOFEXA=RIEHTTH, UERB =T B RULHMR
LR N EQE NG BT, XA RERENE LB otk F L
EARFUBMITHHXZ N, O RBHEKR, SR GEN, RIFHEE HE
SR/ BRAL¥E TR —R¥EAR R, IF 0K 7E U B A 20 B E RS
“HRRIMEF H WA T L M FE X A7 (Urbana, Illinois, 1983) B BT FF
FER — R Rt W R BEBIMR KW R . X RSWA TR —MERMR
TRy B8 0 i Lt OB R R 5 L R B 22 B RE B T RUIR TR H 45 1
Al FAT IS FE At 3 U Z R IR B AR 6 R AT 3 4, LA B 1k
B,

AREXRXEN . FREEFENREL W, MANREL L. HA
B HEAALHEESCERREGNLIL FREREESE =R /BRA
ZHEEW RIS R ; ANBIERBIRFE %R GG M & FE SRR PEE B 45w
RN ZEFHEIHRBPILEZFT MAEY L THEEHEL”., EHER
AEGBEEM BN BEHF IR, Zieamd, REU, 5 BT F R
TI—3RAFE, MRBRBRKHEHL.

AKX X R SO AR, R T 30 ERERNRENELE S
RAWET. RAKARARFRARELE, A 2RO WA BB AEX D
PR TR UR, X AT R BREE.Q bR b, Z BT AR FE L ZOR E VT (FETE
RATYFRZ - BRREEREERRELHENE. O MR MR —

@ See e. g., the reprinting and discussion of my work in Nicholson and Scidman, 1995;
Warhol and Herndal,1997; and Phillips,1998.
@ I have written with Jacqui Alexander about some of the effects of hegemonic post-

modernism on feminist studies; see the introduction to Alexander and Mohanty,1997.
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., FUR AR R 2 55 M 10 T AR S B A

BT » T 51 AR T 9 U A5 5 2 EAR 7/ RUR B A B IR B R T BT -
B 9 AR R+ 585 (Anour Abdel Malek) f W r5 3 135 B — AN 4% 52 (10 7% B AL A7
LT R R . RS HTHEWE - ERGHUL, URWE
WATE VIR B 4507 R A BT B B AR S 2 e B S B E RO ST DL
BB SERAELERMN B ENBUAMAF SRR SHRE
—2. REDGERERE BN A LRI DL 2 5 R /5 A% 1 i St
(9, FRIA TR 3K 1 3C 25 % K b AT REAE MOIF TR 1. 1986 4F , Bk 5 fk 2 R3¢
LB I o o 0 B 375 T B B AR 3 4 o PR R IR GEE &
2 5 SR B ORIE S R 05 . © BL7E TR B T IR VAR TN 1A A 1
o 1986 4F, RBANALR BRANAREEFHEFEWEFEFTMSE
X——E£FEFENE A ETREE OB R L. AERE, XKt
HRAEGE—RBAU R ER"AS, REBEERESW. BETESMN
Brokte, RATA BRI BB DI E 2 B R 530, BT M RERER
AN, RRMEART BN, 1525, o A5 57 i I8 75 % 2 | 5o 1t

- R REE AEH R B0 R B0 L, A BEE B 25 7 6 IR AT AE 4% I AT S K

R YIS LR M PR ZE B, TE 2R b SRR 9 JE 05 TR B 0B 26 0
R X 0 B 0 B 184, S AR S TR AT B L T S R R A P4

BATIE G EMR L A T, MR 3% A B A B 7E 3 o F 3% — R A, % %
M S SR AN S B SR T AR IR 5 A2 R S B AR e R
B, A R R R AL IS S A A5 5 R B L AT, BT Y
85 = U Bk EE AR B A BOA B UL B B . A T, T T AR B0
FRTFXET. MEEE. K. BARN 21 2 %A IR RS . X
6 5] 50300 S P B 26 = R0 48 D HE S 2080 25, 1 96 BT 610 56 — D 5/ b A 4 B

@ To further clarify my position—I am not against all postmodernist insights or analytic
strategies. I have found many postmodernist texts useful in my work, I tend to use whatever
methodologies, theories, and insights I find illuminating in relation to the questions I want to
examine—Marxist, postmodernist, postpositivist realist, and so on. What I want to do here,
however, is take responsibility for making explicit some of the political choices I made at that
time—and to identify the discursive hegemony of postmodernist thinking in the U. S. academy,

which I believe forms the primary institutional context in which “Under Western Eyes” is read.

®



