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Preface

From the beginning of the nineteenth century to the mid
twentieth century, western missionaries worked hard to
spread their religions, cultures and western medicine in
China. Their work and efforts have impacted Chinese
society and history as well as world affairs and history in
many ways both positive and negative. Researchers from
China and some western countries have been trying to find
historical documents to determine how this impact affected
the development of human history. To serve this purpose, we
have created the Guide to Archives of Missionaries to China
Collected in Woodruff Library, Emory University, U.S.A.

The Guide identifies manuscript collections that are related

to missionary work in China. These collections document



missionary activities primarily conducted by the Methodist
Episcopal Church based in the South of the United States.
They date from about the 1850s until the 1940s. In the
Guide, the documents of Young John Allen, one of the most
influential foreigners in nineteenth-century China can be
found. In addition to being a missionary in China, Mr. Allen
was a translator, journalist, publisher and educator. The
Guide also includes the papers of William Bount Burke, a
close, long-time family friend of Charlie Song. Charlie
Song was the father of several significant figures in
Chinese history, such as the madams Qingling Song and
Meiling Song, who became wives to Sun Yat-sen and Chiang
Kai-shek, respectively. Under Mr. Burke’s recommendation, the
Song sisters went to Wesleyan College in Macon, Georgia.
The arrangements of the book are: the first four chapters
cover the archives of missionaries to China; the following
three chapters include those people who had been to China
and owned missionary materials to China although they
themselves were not missionaries; the last chapter

introduces an American missionary to Japan and his
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communications and collections with other missionaries in
China and other countries.

The Guide serves as a research tool, providing a detailed
description and arrangement of the library holdings. Each
chapter contains a standardized set of elements that include
the name, time-span and size of collections, followed by
brief biographic information about the collector, the
content’s scope and format of the collections, and lastly a
detailed inventory and list of contents. The collections
include manuscripts, papers, clippings, photographs and
printed materials.

MARBL is located on the 10th floor of the Robert W.
Woodruff Library. Researchers may visit MARBL Monday
through Friday from 8:30 to 5:30; Saturdays from 9:00 to
5:30. During the summer, Saturday hours are from 10:00 to
4:00. It is highly recommended that researchers contact
MARBL in advance to inquire about the collections, the
phone number is: 404-727-6887; e-mail is: marbl @ emory.
edu. Mail inquiries may be addressed to Research Services,

Manuscript, Archives, and Rare Book Library, Woodruff



General Library, Emory University, Atlanta, GA 30322 .

The website is: http://marbl.library.emory.edu.

Guo-hua Wang
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