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UNIT 1
Eating at Home
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Dialogue 1

At Breakfast F-%&

(W =Wang %% ; M = Mike & %)

: Good morning, Mike.

U ok 1 308 17 AN

: Morning, Mr. Wang. I hope you had a good night’s rest.
Ew4g R EF. BEXE ERELKREEREE,

: Yes, thanks. I slept like a logh'..

R BER . RERRE.

: Would you like to have breakfast now? How about some fruit juice
first?

HREERGREE? ok SJLREH TG

: No, thank you. I'm not used to cold drinks in the morning.

Wi, RAB . RAIBER LBRK.

: How about milk, then?

S YN

: Yes, please.

W, EARESRE,

: By the way, what do you have for breakfast in China, Wang?
IR 8] — &), AR FE o B RAR A A7

: Well, in China, breakfast at home consists of a combination of liquid
and dry foods.

2 &



S EERE S

A PE, FPREEFESERRENTR.

: What are they?
HAEEAA?

: The former may be bean-curd soup, milk, rice gruel with pickles,
oatmeal or a powdered milk drink; the latter includes steamed
bread™, deep-fried dough sticks™', or leftover cooked dishes from the
night before.

BEAETE A9 KBRS HE Sy TRaEd@k.
THARERAT— K FR

: I'see. I can ask Laura to make porridge for you, if you like?

W, RGXE . BRARER, BATLIMFR S HRMERE

: Please don’t cook anything specially for me. I'll just have things usu-
ally served here. Do in Rome as the Romans do™.

HEARENH/RB 28, XBPFHERTARRZA A, A%
BEA 9K
: That’s very considerate of ™' you. Now, would you like bacon and eggs?

FEEFHNAEH. Ba AECZEREREE?

: Eggs, please.
HARGEE,

: How could you like your eggs done in the morning, Wang? Boiled,
fried, poached, scrambled?

E.BXERMUERERELMM? BN BN HOBELREEN
®?

: I like them no matter how they are done. And in China, we usually

eat eggs in the morning, too.

AEEAMBREER, EHFERNE L OEREYE,

: Oh, really. Anything else?
[ J
S Y



) it & xis
M, D R R4

W: No more. Thank you.
AET B,

Dialogue 2

Talking about Food Customs
WRIRIREIHB

(W = Wang IThE; M=Mike iE %)

W: Mike, I've been told that you shouldn’t arrive too early if you're
invited to a dinner party by an American.

AR, RFHREXENREEES N REARBBRERYG?
M: Yes, just make sure you’re not earlier than the time set.

B, H—ERNERTAERMBE,
W: Why so?

At A7
M: That’s just the custom here. Maybe the host and hostess are still busy

running around finishing last minute chores.

XREXNB TR, THREAERFILGMEET L RER,

W : But it is not the case in China. You’d better arrive earlier, otherwise,

the host will think you’re impolite.

HREFEERRA—H. KBEFREAE, EMEASABREEAL
%0

M: Oh, I will keep this in mind.

SOV
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M, RICHET -

: ... Eh... What should 1 bring? I certainly can’t go there empty-
handed. You know, in China we always bring some gifts to a dinner
party, such as fruits, cakes, a common gift especially in the Spring
Festival.

W REWEAGAZR? BROBEBREARE FER, (RAEE
FHE,RIMNEES% E—EKREBEAZENILY . RIUREREY
EALRE R

: It is not necessary if youre a frequent visitor of the family, but if
you’re invited for the first time, you could bring a small gift such as a
bunch of flowers, or candy for kids. You know, this is just a “token”
gift.

MRREBEGEE , BLEFILY, BR,F—KERT LU —4
ALY, I — RN B FIL SRR . X RERMEEEILY .

: Oh, I see.
B, EHAT,

: Wang, someone told me that a guest in a Chinese house never finish-
es the drink or food, is that so?

ERAE AAESFRETEREREN, —EFEZERY , B
7

: Yes, it’s also a Chinese custom. You should leave a little to show you
had enough. If you eat up the dish the host gives you, he will think
you need more and then they continue giving you the dish.

B, XUR-MPERME. R EE—SJL, RAKRELHBT . o
R EABHEREIZR, M NRRERE, S HRIEEN,

: But in the United States, “seeing the boitom” of all the plates is the
ideal ending to a meal. It means guests should eat up all the food to
show that they had enjoyed it, otherwise, the host would think they

S VN
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don’t like the dishes.

HEEXE, MANETRTRARRBENER. ERREFA
FERERZBR. FW, EASUIEAMNBERK,

W: Well, in my country it is a sign that the hosts have not prepared e-
nough. By the way, what should I say at the table?

AR ERE BRI EEARERTER JRER—, ERBH
E: ARV

M: The conversation at the table is rather general. Don’t bring up any se-
rious topic. But you should remember to comment on how good the
food is. Otherwise the host will think you don't like it.

BR LHIGEMRTEZ . ARRIBEMTHIEE, BRFRN ZIEE
ERRRYMBRE . BUEASAIERERE.

W: Shall I offer to help the host and hostess wash the dishes after the

meal?

REAER G- T BB e ?

M: We Americans always leave all the washing-up for the next momning.

A RINZEASHEHERBERNELBAZXRER.

W: Oh, there are so many different customs in China and America.

P RZEERRIME LI ABHERE,

Dialogue 3

At Tea &+ &

(B =Mrs. Black % % %,; L = Laura %3.; W = Wang L %)

N



< Ei%* L3

: What time is it now?

BELET?

Five to four.

EZ5574 K.

: It’s tea time then. Have you carried the tea-things's!, Laura?

RARKENET . 5o, KAk TH?

Everything is on the table.
BRERTLET,

: Is the water boiling?

KIFT

Yes. The tea is quite ready. Look, here comes Mr. Wang.
FT. REEMB/HF T, B, EREXRT.

: Oh, what a fine set of chinal I admire the shape of your teapot and

cups. Isn’t Mike coming?

FARMEARAN! RERXXRAMBEHHER, BRARDG?

: No, he has tea at his office on weekdays. I'll pour. Do you like tea

strong or weak?

AR, FHMAEDMLSEERS, RE[AR . RERBEFZERR
>34

: Rather weak, please.

REBR— KW,

: Would you like to have milk and sugar in your tea?

TE 2% B OB A 4 g 2

: No, thank you. The Chinese have their tea without milk or sugar. And

we drink green tea instead of black tea at home.

AW, PEABRAEBEMSY . RITEFEBSGRERNGOKE,

S YN
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B: Oh, I see. May I offer you a slice of this cake? These cakes are in
fashion.

B, RHABT . RAK—RBLHFE? XEEOER X,
W: Thank you. How about yourseif?
Big. "R E St AamR?

B: P'm going to slice this loaf. I like to have bread with butter. Laura,
pass me the butter, will you?

BOREXREAY R RE R E M . 358, IR MRS
#5057

L: Here you are. And here is jam for you.

4. BERE

B: Mr. Wang, help yourself to these cherries and strawberries.

ESRAE  XARMANER RECEE,

W I will take a few cherries.

B8
B: Take another one, Wang!

Tz — g |

W: Thank you, I have had plenty. I've enjoyed a pleasant afternoon. I

must go now.
W, RELBT, SRTFABAMKR, RAEBET.
B: Must you really go? It’s still quite early, isn’t it?
REEE M E—‘?—f&?ﬁ%o
W: I am afraid I must go as it’s going late. Goodbye!
HOBEHRT BHAXCEBRT . BL!

B: You must come again. See you soon.

W—EEERW, FR

SN



Dialogue 4

A Dinner Party 8% &

(W =Wang 2% ; M = Mike & #%.; Mrs. W = Mrs. Wang %
AEA)

W: Hello, Mike. 'm glad to see you again in China.
War B3, RENE P EERLBR,

M: Me too. We haven’t seen each other for about two years.

ROE BT BB, RITE SAHERRT

Mrs.W: Dinner is ready. Please come to the dining room, everybody.

BT, KEFEBRITRE,

M: Wow, that’s a marvelous table you have here, with all those dishes
on! Dve long heard that Chinese dishes are well-known the world
over for their color, aroma and taste. They look so good, and I’m sure
they taste good, too.

X —ZEE2ERMIRET RSP ERA F KR EE X
BRX LR, REZERE—ERE,

W Thank you. I hope you’ll like them. We'll start with these cold dishes,
which is different from American way. Your first course is soup, isn’t
it?
WG, A ERER RATEEA K, XAFEE LT IAR. /R
RSB —EREG, XIE?

M. That’s true.
Xt o

Y Y
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W

M:

10

Shall I serve you, Mike?
B3, BELIRIIE

No, it’s all right. I can help myself'"\.
A, i, R e CkE,

: This is braised pork shoulders, my wife did it.

XRER T, RRAME

: Really? (After tasting the dish) It’s delicious.

R (228 )HKELE.

: Let me help you with some sweet and sour fish.

REGBIRF SR A,

. Sweet and sour fish?

PERA (7

: Yes, the fish is fried first, then a sauce made of vinegar and sugar is

poured over.

RE, ST, RGEHAEANERARAEKRTEEL,

: Oh, it’s really good. ... The chicken is really tender. It melts in your

mouth. How is it cooked?

R, B o RIS EM BRI T . RIERE AR

: This is called “beggar’s chicken”. The chicken is wrapped in lotus

leaves, then covered with clay and baked.

X CAIENS”, S RAEM M B R ERE,

: What a unique way!

Bk B AR

: Mike, here’s another plain home dish, spicy bean-curd. 1 hope you

don’t mind spicy food.

B, XBERHE T RER—RREE . KRRk ILR?

N -



S EEXRE S

M: I love spicy food. It hits just the spot'™. 1 dare say this is the best

spicy bean-curd I’ve ever tasted in China.

Wz, EXHE O, REBEXREREDEZ BB NREER
W: Oh, Mike, you're praising me.
M, BFLREET .

M: I mean it. I like everything you cooked. Back in the States, Chinese

food is Americanized. It never tastes really Chinese.

HEHRELTE, RS- RRBERE AEXE, b EIREE
BT, AREABRIEMNTEE,

W: Would you like some more MaoTai?

B, BRAFEH?

M: Oh, no, thanks. 'm driving tonight. I've heard that a Chinese dinner
usually consists of many courses, but I really can not have any more.
W, BEAET SHREEEFERTRIFENESEARKE TS
B, BRHBEEATT .

W: Why, we'’ve just started. More dishes are coming.

B ATE? BRATARIBIFFHR! EHREHE8 EIR!

Dialogue 5

Making Chinese Dumplings 4. t% -5

(W = Wang FhA; M= Mike )

M: Chinese dumplings are my favorite food. Could you tell me how to
make them?

BIREBECHRY . REHRE2HG?

QWL



