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American Dream, British Nightmare

1t’s been hell these past couple of weeks where, ever since the end of Euro 2000, there
hasn’t been any football on television. Thankfully, the suffering is now over. Most clubs are
back in training. Indeed, many have already played their first pre-season matches.

With things returning to normality, fans can start dreaming about what lies in store. Every
piece of information about new signings is devoured in a bid to gain some insight.! At this
stage, everyone believes that his team is bound to do well. Yet, deep down, everyone knows
how realistic those dreams are.

But, for the fans of one team, Chester, the forthcoming season bears only question marks
and uncertainties. For the first time in the club’s recent history it is preparing for life outside
the Football League.

In itself, the fact that Chester find themselves in this position is not surprising. The club
had been in receivership for some time. Somehow they had managed to survive thanks mainly
to the efforts of manager Kevin Ratcliffe, who at one stage even forked out £ 5,000 of his own
money to pay the club’s water bills.

With so many Second and Third Division clubs lurching on the brink of bankruptcy, any-
one coming in promising to resurrect a troubled club is bound to be welcomed with open arms.
It is an understandable reaction from fans looking for something to cling on to, that ray of hope
for a better future.

And so it came to be that Terry Smith, an American, was welcomed as Chester’ s knight in
shining armour.? Up till 1998 Smith had rarely seen a game of football, or soccer as Americans
persist in calling the beautiful game. His speciality was American gridiron, having played for
the New England Patriots and coached the Manchester Spartans.

Still, he was proclaimed a savior. It was reported that Smith had fallen in love with the
city when visiting the Chester zoo with his daughter and, for the club’s desperate fans, that
was enough.

But for Ratcliffe it wasn’t. After just three matches, the manager who used to live and
breathe Chester handed in his resignation claiming that Smith was selling and buying players be-
hind his back. Smith’s version of the incident is different, claiming that Ratcliffe resigned cit-
ing a clause in his contract whereby he would receive full payment for every year spent manag-
ing the club upon leaving within six months of any change in ownership.

Bizarrely, Smith then opted to take over the running of the club. He started introducing
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concepts such as nominating three zonal captains and handing out seven-page motivational
dossiers to his players.®> Anyone familiar with American Football will also have heard about
these ideas. In fact, Smith himself justifies his actions so: “All I was doing was taking a set of
coaching principles and applying them to football. With zonal captains I was simply giving the
individual players more- responsibility.”

It apparently didn’t dawn on Smith in that football and gridiron are two completely differ-
ent games. In the latter, the coach can change any one of his players during a match, accord-
ing to the circumstances. Typically, he can bring on the more offensive players when the team
is attacking and vice-versa. Hence the need for zonal captains, since different sets of players
are on the pitch at different periods of the game.

Smith continues by saying: “It is easy to look at the results and say there has been no
progress. But I do not believe the familiar philosophy in English football that if you aren’t win-
ning, buy better players. Where I come from, you take the players you have and make them
better.” Yet, Chester’s results under Smith are damning. The team was bottom of the league
for most of the season. They lost 4-1 to Carlisle and 5-1 to Leyton Orient, two fellow strug-
glers, before lan Atkins was eventually brought in. Too late, despite a surge in form. Chester
were relegated on the last day of the season.

The real issue here isn’t one about coaching methods. The question to ask is why Smith
was allowed to carry on coaching the team? How come Smith was permitted to manage the club
despite the fact that he didn’t have any coaching qualifications? Where were the Football
League and the Football Association during all of this? Does it mean that, because a team is in
financial trouble, anyone with more money than sense can walk in off the street and buy the
club? Do these ruling bodies have so little consideration of the smaller clubs that they are will-
ing to let anyone to play with the dreams of so many people?

In spite of everything, Chester fans should be thankful. For all his faults on the pitch,
Smith has apparently cleared all the club’s debts. There is the recently built Deva Stadium,
which at least gives them something on which to lay the foundations for the future. They can
look at, the likes of Colchester, Wycombe and Macclesfield who have all done well after a peri-
od of consolidation in the non-league.*

They know that it could have been much worse. Chester could have ended up homeless,
like Brighton did or, worse still, gone out of business like Aldershot. The feeling is that, had
this happened, no one at the Football Association or the Football League would have been
bothered too much.?

They’ re probably too engrossed making money to be bothered about safeguarding the fu-
ture of the game, at all levels.

. 2 .



' Words and Expressions

forthcoming /\H8'kamiry’ adj. BUERIGEY . K  opt /opt/ v. &
receivership /ri'sivofip/ n. () WS, ™  zonal /zounsl/ adj. FIREY

BYBIR (BRPB), WEE dossier /'dosier/ n. GE) 42 BF
fork out =Y, RfY dawn on  HTHHIERR
lurch /lortf/ v. D, B, AR ». W relegate /'religeit/ v. B
resurrect /reza'rekt/ v. B3¢ engross /in'grous/ v. EREE, Z2HT

gridiron /'gridaion/ n. BIHIER

1.
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Read and Thin

Choose the best answer according to the information in the text.

(1) What is the article about?
A. The British football team.
B. The problem in the management of the small team.
C. How to manage a football team.



D. The interaction between the American and the British.
(2) What does the title of the article do?

A. To attract the attention of readers.

B. To summarize the main topic of the article.

C. To embody the different attitudes to sleeping.

D. To reveal the difference between the American and the British.
(3) What is revealed in Paragraph 67

A. Smith had no experience in football management.

B. Smith would be no good coach.

C. Smith got very wide support.

D. The Chester had a good future.
(4) What is the main problem of Chester?

A. It has no financial support. B. It has no good coach.

C. It has no good players. D. No one would like to support it.
(5) What was the main cause for Kevin Ratcliffe’ s resignation?

A. His income was too low. B. He couldn’t control the team.

C. No players would support him. D. He claimed the boss ignored him.

(6) Smith become the ruler of Chester because
A. he was a good coach
B. he had rich experience to be a coach
C. he had enough money to support the team
D. he was famous in America
(7) What is the main problem in the management of the small club?

A. The manager had no experience. B. The manager just wanted money .

C. They had no financial support. D. The managing scale was too small.
(8) What is the attitude of the author toward the management tactics of Smith?

A. Approving. B. Indifferent. C. Critical. D. Cautious.

(9) What does the “dream” in Paragraph 12 mean?
A. They hope they can join the team.
B. They hope they can go to watch the match.
C. They want the team they support to have a good future.
D. They think they can possess the team one day.
(10) What’s the main fault of Smith in managing his team?
A. He treated the football as the gridifon.
B. He didn’t follow others’ suggestion.



C. He was a dictator in his team.
D. He didn’t believe in practice.

% Read and Complete

2. Fill in the blanks with the proper forms of the words and expressions given below .

be bound to fork out persist in be familiar with dawn on
carry on hand in desperate bid lurch
(1) I’ ve read the book for several times, and | every character in it.
(2) Don’t lie to her. She find out all about it.

(3) They talking even when the music got started.

(4) I’ ve got to a lot of money to the Collector of Taxes this year.
(5) They finishing the journey in spite of the bad weather.

(6) It suddenly me that | had caught a wrong train.

(7) Last night | saw a drunken man along the street.

(8) He failed in his to reach the summit.

(9) She wrote me a letter.

(10) your examination papers now, please.

3. Correct the mistakes in the following passage .

After a foreign student has decided to come to the United States to

study English, he must think of where he is going to live and with (1)
whom. | believe that he should live with American family if he can, (2)
because they can give him the support that he needs. They can help
him improve his English either. To begin with, the foreigner who (3)
inhabits with an American family can rely on them for support as he ad- (4)
justs to a complete new way of life. (5)
Another advantage of live with an American family for a foreign (6)
student is what the student can improve his English quickly.. He will (7)
meet friends who come to visit. He will be forced to use English if he (8)

wants to or not.

As far as disadvantages are concerned, | see only one: he may be
treated like baby. The family will want to protect him from danger situ- (9)
ations. | will conclude by saying that even if the student has to put up



of being treated like a child sometimes, he is better off to living with an (10)
American family who can help him. He will find kindness and support
when he is new in the country. Also, he will speak English most of the

time.

. Cloze.

Solar energy for your home is coming. It can help you as a single homeowner. It can
help the whole country as well. Whether or not solar energy can save your money
(1) many things. Where you live is one factor. The types of home you have is
(2) . Things like insulation, present energy costs, and the types of system you buy
are other (3)

Using solar energy can help save our fuel. As.you know, our supplies of oil and gas are

very (4) . There is just not enough on hand to meet all our future energy
(5) . The only way we can save energy now is(6) using other sources,
like the sun.

We won’ t have to worry about the sun’s running (7) energy for another sev-
eral billion years or so. Besides being an endless source of energy, the sun has other

(8) as well. The sun does not offer as many problems as other energy sources. For
example, fossil fuel plants cause high (9) levels. With solar energy, we will still
need these sources of energy, but we won’t need as much. That means we can
(10) on our pollution problems.

(1) A. determines to B. relies with C. depends on D. decides

(2) A. other B. another C. the others D. the rest

(3) A. things B. problems C. costs D. factors

(4) A. limitless B. endless C. limited D. few

(5) A. needs B. require C. demand D. ‘asks

(6) A. to B. for C. by D. on

(7) A. off with B. on C. out of D. into

(8) A. problems B. things C. supplies D. advantages

(9) A. pollution B. problems C. environment D. living

(10) A. cutin B. cut up C. cut down D. cut out
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i Read and Translateﬁ

5. Translate the following sentences into English, using the phrases given in the brackets.
(1) MR BERESHOVIFRTRFAERT . (bear)

(2) FENEAIE, RONBIILITRE T Ho (survive)
(3) HICBEB/R L, RASHEPIETE., (proclaim)
(4) NERBHEEZ—TABIERRE. (opt)

(5) MM IFE 2 WBRNZBRSIHET o (engross)

(6) RNfE—LI EBRITAMFERN TIEBTASTENAITN, B ENFRESRBRIIA. (take

over)
(7 wrapE— 58, MEMDEE. (cling to)
(8) WOV HOABRFTINR ) %o (devour)
(9) RESBBAREINFHNIET , (relegate)

(10) BRIRZEBALLITLANNS! (resurrect)

6. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.
(1) It’s been hell these past couple of weeks where, ever since the end of Euro 2000, there
hasn’t been any football on television.

(2) Every piece of information about new signings is devoured in a bid to gain some insight.

(3) With so many Second and Third Division clubs lurching on the brink of bankruptcy, any-
one coming in promising to resurrect a troubled club is bound to be welcomed with open

arms.



(4) And so it came to be that Terry Smith, an American, was welcomed as Chester’s knight

in shining armour.
(5) Smith’s version of the incident is different, claiming that Ratcliffe resigned citing a clause
in his contract whereby he would receive full payment for every year spent managing the

club upon leaving within six months of any change in ownership.

(6) He started introducing concepts such as nominating three zonal captains and handing out

seven-page motivational dossiers to his ‘players.

(7) Does it mean that, because a team is in financial trouble, anyone with more money than
sense can walk in off the street and buy the club?

(8) They can look at the likes of Colchester, Wycombe and Macclesfield who have all done
well after a period of consolidation in the non-league.

(9) The feeling is that, had this happened, no one at the Football Association or the Football
League would have been bothered too much.

(10) They’ re probably too engrossed making monéy to be bothered about safeguarding the
future of the game, at all levels.

Read and Write.

7. Read the following article. Write a composition of about 150 words on the following topic: My

Dream. State your views clearly in the first part, give supporting details in the second part and
come up with a natural conclusion in the last part.

Our Dream House

In 1987 my family moved into a new house, in a new subdivision in an area which was just

barely starting to be developed. Locally it is known as the Mines Road Area. The area had been

farmland, and it was also used for mining.

The home which we moved into was newly built on what used to be an onion field. We
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were still in the process of moving in and getting settled when little things started to grab our at-
tention. We started to feel like we were being watched, or we would get an eerie feeling in one
room or another. To this day one of my sisters refuses to sleep in a certain room of the house.

I am not clairvoyant; | don’t see ghosts, but | have dreamed about them. [ recall one dream
soon after we moved into the house. | was asleep in my room and as | dreamed | saw a man
come through my bedroom door. He stared at me as | slept, and he seemed very enraged at me
for being there. | gathered my sisters together and told them about my dream.

I also told my aunt, who is clairvoyant, and she confirmed what was happening. She had
already seen the ghosts, but did not want to alarm us and so she said nothing. However, things
began to get out of control. We were never physically attacked, but the strange noises increased,
shadows were seen with more frequency, and our uneasiness began to escalate. We couldn’ t
sleep at night. We were all having strange dreams.

My father, who never saw or felt a thing, would brush it aside. My mother, though, started
to worry, despite the fact that she had not experienced anything. She was deeply concerned for
us. She talked to her sister (my clairvoyant aunt), with whose help we managed to exorcise the
ghosts from within the house.

According to my aunt, our experiences, and my dreams, we estimate that between four and
six ghosts were present in the house. We still have one or two, but they are not causing any
harm. (I suspect there are two only because of a gut feeling.) My aunt has mentioned the spirit
of a little boy, who can still be felt as a cold spot or a sudden burst of physical energy in the liv-
ing room. The man who stared at me so horribly in my dream, according to my aunt, was a
malevolent spirit which caused all the others to remain earthbound. This particular spirit is still
here, but he is not inside the house. At times we can still feel this dread as we are approaching
or leaving the house, or sitting outdoors.

Something else remained with me. Prior to our move, my weird dreams were simply that—
weird dreams. Now, | have to stop and think about my dreams because some feel as if they have
a hidden meaning that | must decipher.

Back around 1990, | had a dream about entering a huge, castle-like home, and wandering
through its halls and secret passages. In the dream | was going through each room—some of
which seemed to have doors which lead nowhere and others with no visible doors. As | went
through the castle | had a feeling of total despair and sadness.

In the dream, | had this really strong feeling of a woman in the house. How could she live
here? | thought. How did she escape? All the while, I could hear her crying. | had the impres-
sion of a tyrannical husband. 1 finally made it to the foyer of the house, which has a huge entry-
way and as | tried to get out | realized that | couldn’t. In my dreaming mind, | thought: How sad

+ 9 .



to be surrounded by doors and still have no way out.

Finally I made it to a room. In my dreaming mind | felt this was: her room, but the room was
empty and something did not feel right to me. | looked up, and | saw a hideaway staircase. |
pulled on the rope and the stairs came down. | climbed up and saw this amazing room. All the
candles were lit in the room—which is strange because no one had been there in ages. | felt sad-
ness and despair the most in this room. | looked around, and saw a closet door. In my dreaming
mind | started to feel that this is how she got out. | opened the door, but it was only a closet. |
closed the door, and | heard a noise from behind it. As’1 opened it again, | saw that some of the
paneling from the far wall had fallen. I lifted the plank, which revealed a shaft and I thought:
She must have- starved herself to fit in here.

| awoke knowing that this dream was significant. Through the years | continued to have
dreams of this house. The dreams were never as detailed as that first one—with the exception of
the one | had about two months ago. | dreamed again of the house, and again felt that same de-
spair and sadness. In this dream, however, | saw myself terrified, cornered, alone, and praying.

| told my aunt about it, the same aunt who helped us with the ghosts at the house. Before |
could tell her all my dream she started to describe it to me—including sections of the dream
which | had forgotten, including the husband. She told me that what | was describing was a cas-
tle in Ireland called Fiefhy Castle. The husband accused his wife of being unfaithful and impris-
oned her within the walls of the castle where she starved to death.

Why am | dreaming this? Does anyone have any information on this castle? | have searched
the Internet, and most resources available to me at present, but | have found nothing. There was
a haunted castle in Fife, Scotland, but the story of its haunting does not tie in with my dream in
appearance or otherwise.

My first thought was of past-life experience, which, if true, would account for my present
karmic experiences where love is concerned. | cheated on my husband in a previous life. Yes, |
believe | did, but it was because he was a tyrannical monster.

eeric 1ZFERY, TMEE), RL8Y, FEHY malevolent HHERY, HINEEY
chirvoyant ER, FREEIHY decipher ¥ (BBS), B
exorcise IXFR, BRIR foyer KB=, KT
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% Read and Learn

Types of Writing— Description

Description is painting a picture in words of a person, place, object, or scene.

A description essay is generally developed through sensory details, or the impressions of
one’s senses—sight, hearing, taste, smell, and touch. Not all details are useful. The writer
should choose those that help to bring out the dominant characteristic or outstanding quality of
the person or thing described, and leave out those irrelevant ones, which, if included, would
only distract the reader’s attention from the main impression the writer wishes to give.

(1) Description of a person

In describing a person, the writer should not merely give details of his appearance. He
should try to reveal the person’s character, thoughts, and feelings, which may be shown in
what the person does and says, or in how he behaves to others. And it is important to grasp
the characteristic features that distinguish him from all the other people. Those features that he
shares with others can be omitted. Peculiarities and idiosyncrasies of a person, if any, should
be included in the description, for they usually impress the reader deeply and give life to the
person described.

(2) Description of a place

Places may be described for their own sake, as in essays on visits to famous scenic
places, but also for the purpose of revealing the personality and character of a person, or cre-
ating a feeling or mood. A clean and tidy room, for example, might show that the occupant is
an orderly person. The howling of a chilly wind, the falling of autumn leaves, a house standing
in solitude on a barren mountain, all help to build up a somber mood and increase the feeling
of depression. As in describing a person, in describing a place one should mainly write about
the things that make it different from other places.

(3) Description of an object

To describe an object we have to depend on our senses, because we need to mention its
size, shape, color, texture, taste, and smell. It is also necessary to tell how it is used if it is
useful, and what part it plays in a person’s life if it is in some way related to him. But empha-
sis should be placed on only one aspect of the object, probably its most important characteris-
tic.

(4) Description of a scene

A scene is sometimes the main part of an essay, and sometimes only an episode in a long

. 11 .



