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Abstract

Coordinate development among different regions can not only bring about the
balance between the distribution of production and that of populition but also im-
prove on the regional coordinate development. In some extent , regional coordinate
development problem is the problem of the distribution of production and that of
population. For example , if two regions called A and B with the same area are
made up of one country, in one hand , most of population and production of this
country expand in the region ‘A which have good .condition of ecological environ-
ment , in the other hand , a few people and production happen in the region B
which have bad condition of ecological environment. Although there has the signi-
ficant difference in A and B, the production per people is neatly same . The conclu-
sion is that imbalance of the distribution of production and the population is rea-
sonable. This is the result of regional coordinate development , and which can fur-
ther promote the regional coordinate development as well.

Through a. survey of existing studies home and abroad, it is shown at first that re-
ducing regional inequality and realizing urbanization in China are essentially the same
things, and both of them are closely connected with protection of ecological envi-
ronment in Western China. Then, by developing 2-region and 3-region models of
capital and population mobility, and making use of theoretical conclusions of ‘ New
Economic Geography’ , in this paper I put together the three problems facing China:
urbanization, regional inequality, and ecological environment in Western China and
study them theoretically and empirically in one framework.

There are five main findings. First, the batriers to migration are key factors cau-

sing regional inequality in China; other factors such as natural geographical condi-
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tions, technologies, and human capital have effects only when there exists migration
cost.

Second, the inequality between the relatively advanced core region made up with
eastern metropolitan areas with the petiphery region is over 80% of the total re-
gional inequality in China. The main cause for this is not over concentration of pro-
duction but great imbalance between the disttibution of production and that of
population in the cote region, which is the result of the concentration of only pro-
duction but not of corresponding population in the eastern coastal areas in the past
36 years from 1952 to 2001.

Third, in cutrent economic and social conditions in China, regional market size is
the main determinant of regional investment attraction: Even if the hard and soft
environment in Central and Western China could be constructed to be as good as
that in Eastern China, Eastern China would still be focal region of investment be-
cause. of its absolutely dominant market size.

Forth, though the population densities are very high in the downtowns of some
eastern metropolitan areas, subcenters haven’t formed yet in the suburban and coun-
ties of metropolitan areas in China. This hinders Hetropolitan areas from fulfilling
the function as ‘ population-absotbing pools’ and leaves them large space to host ru-
ral surplus labot, especially in Central and Western China.

Fifth, migration and production agglomeration are important forces generating
multicenter metropotitan areas. The policies about house, land, and migration in
China have impeded metropolitan areas from turning into multicenter metropotitan
areas, and have further weakened the function of metropolitan areas to absorb rural
surplus labor in other areas.

The conclusion of this paper based on the above findings is that encouraging rural
surplus labor, especially in Central and Western China, to migrate to metropolitan
ateas, especially in Eastern China, is an effective way to quicken urbanization and to
reduce regional inequality, because it may greatly help metropolitan areas turn into
multicenter cities to fulfilling the function of * population-abéor.bing pools’.

There are two other innovations in the theory and tesearch methodology of re-
gional economics. Fitst, this paper demonstrates, defines, and then analyses in a

model diverse forces generating endogenously a core-periphery economic geography,
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cities, and multicenter metropotitan areas. In general textbooks of regional and ur-
ban economics and existing studies, the endogenous formation of a city is attributed
to economies and diseconomies of agglomeration, ot to internal scale economies of
firms. From the point of view of capital and population mobility, economies and
diseconomies of agglomeration are only the externalities induced by capital and pop-
ulation mobility in inflow places. However, capital and population mobility also
cause two externalities in outflow' places, which are defined as economies and dis-
economies of dispersion. All the four externalities and internal economies influence
the behaviors and decisions of firms and consumers. Second, a new method is used
to analyze tegional economic problems in a general equilibrium framework. This pa-
per proposes and defines two key concepts: composite physical capital and real cur-
rency value of output, and assume that they are linear combination of all the goods
in an economy in the state of general equilibrium. Using the two concepts to con-
struct model, one may examine the behaviors and decisions across regions of firms
and consumers more cleatly and easily than traditional methods of general equilibri-

um analysis.

Keywords: migration; regional inequality, multicenter metropotitan areas
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— BRERBZFNHSRBRARO=AHAERRANDE

4HET, REXBEAFMHESREER =/ HEKRKNE KNS
MXZPFEE., WMATLHE . TN ESRERIR, 1980 4£,
A GDP %4 X MAFHHE, AN F R 65% M 53% ,
2002 4, BAIEFRTAILA S BFERT 49% f139% . KA
HMBRAZET KYBYE, BEEPHRAERBERNERIKAZER
PR, NREBRWAKEIERSE, 1980 EFEEHE S T RN 85% ,
2002 SETRER) 71% , THT 14 MESH; MARNERWAZER
EH, ER—-SEBSRMZLE 70% TR 46%, THT 24 4H
G (E/NE. B4, 2004)1,

MEE B, RERTAERE T Tk, BHIE (2006 FEEHFRS%
TEEE) EWEEE, 22005 FR1EREMNBTARRFE 40.4%, HE
WA RE2/5S MABEERABK, W “WEMX" LR EATE
L EFTA K 600 BT ARG 2 FAME GREBH R/ RE), M
MAECE AR L A, kR, BaiEPES ZSHEANDH,
FoR 2 ANEHEHEE, EENBMTADRE3 2. FEHEENER,
HEAA BRI R EEEETRN. MERITIEMT A
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0. S ADEmE—E, X425 WikEMtAR R 5REEEL
RSB AKTEHER LS, BaRIEHREE 2005 F 1K 5HE,
B B AR Ak K AR T3 28 [H R A 2K 15 A E 4 A0,

O REEFRHEELESTRAN 7%, ERI. BWERKTRAH
B, GEFPABBEXEENASHERE, AT, ABESHE
W E, RETPMEEEANEZNESHRBERMEET
B, RuREEEEENE, BESESHERENEARIERN
R, FEEWME: (1) KERERR™R, E5EZLEH. BATH
Wy KK+ FL AN 104.7 FEH AR, HEEKLHEESERH
80% LA b, /KEPkBIK15.15%  ETEH 11 MERBKERREHN
TERETE, HAKERAREIL69.94% ; HWRKT, HAKLH
G IK 66.87% , KEWAEHR L4 EH TR 2/3. (2) HR
BN, TR E, B, ABRAEZBAT2TE, B
AT AR 5 M X B AR 70.7% , LMK BB LR R KRB T2
EEHKE, FEEMBILEEE97.37%, PE¥Eh 58.55%, HRA
45.17% . THALRMEH 6 AR ERBEFREARSEHK, FTELLE
TS 188 HEHAHE, SLEERBEMERAT1.7% o (3) FAEHE
A, ERREEE. BRAESAERRSE, MK LESKERR
Wt B B B ST W 30% ~40% T EE] 1998 4EH 10% , 2003 4 B AR
%ﬁﬂma%,@%m%*@ﬁﬁw%mwmw%w~wéaﬁﬁp
TGS ERS, MRS, BEL N, RERAITENFH
10% He i B BAE H) 30% ., U145 V8 Wi & 4 B e 20 42 50 XA 76
AP RFIRAEM 135 4 (BRI, 2006)", FEASTEEAWTE
B TR R AT RS R B fiin, 1998 FRITHIREF R E
KBTI R AR . KWL, BRI R FIRERK . EEH
RAESHERFMETHTMXWAERNEMEENBXZFER,

@ WAt R EIBE S TR AL CDP KF, BEHEAY CDPHILMA, IR K ¥
B R ST E BB, X—/NERS S, HETENM (2002),



