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Part 1 Corner with Miracle
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The only way to live is to accept each minute as an
unrepeatable miracle.
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The Seven Wonders of the World

Junior high school students in Chicago were studying the Seven Wonders
of the World. At the end of the lesson, the students were asked to list what
they considered to be the Seven Wonders of the World. Though there was
some disagreement, the following received the most votes:

1. Egypt’s Great Pyramids

2. The Taj Mahal in India

3. The 6Grand Canyon in Arizona

4. The Panama Canal

5. The Empire State Building

6. St. Peter’s Basilica

7. China’s Great Wall




While gathering the votes, the teacher noted that one student, a quiet girl,
hadn’'t turned in her paper yet. So she asked the girl if she was having
trouble with her list. The quiet girl replied, “Yes, a little. I couldn’t quite
make up my mind because there were so many.” The feacher said, “ Well, tell
us what you have, and maybe we can help.”

The girl hesitated, then read, “I think the Seven Wonders of the World
are:

1. to touch ...
. To taste ...
.to see ...
.10 hear ... (She hesitated a little, and then added ...)
. to feel ...

. to laugh ...

N o O b wN

.%o love ...”
The room was so quiet, you could have heard a pin drop.

May this story serve as a gentle reminder to all of us that the things we
overlook as simple and ordinary are often the most wonderful — and we
don’t have to travel anywhere special to experience them.

Enjoy your gifts!
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Chat with God

Sam had a chat with God.
God: Hello. You called me.
Sam: Called you? No, who is this?
God: This is God. I heard your prayers. So, I thought I would chat
with you.
Sam: Sure, I pray. Just makes me feel good. Actually, I am busy now. In
the midst of something you know.
God: What are you busy with? Ants are busy, too.
Sam: Don’t know. But I can’t find free time. Life has become hectic.
It’s rush hour all the time.
God: Sure. Activity gets you busy. But productivity gets you results.
Activity consumes time. Productivity frees it.
Sam: But I still can’t figure it out. By the way, I was not expecting you
to buzz me on instant messaging chat.
God: Well, T wanted to help you resolve your
§ fight for time by giving you some clarity. I wanted
¥ 3 to reach you through the medium you are
comfortable with.
Sam: Tell me, why has life become so
complicated?
God: Stop analyzing life. Just live it. Analysis
is what makes it complicated.

Sam: Why are we then constantly unhappy?
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God: Your today is the tomorrow that you worried about yesterday. You
are worrying because the act of worrying has become a habit. That’s why you
are not happy.

Sam: But how can we not worry when there is so much uncertainty.

God: Uncertainty is inevitable, but worrying is optional.

Sam: But then, there is so much pain due to uncertainty.

God: Pain is inevitable, but suffering is optional.

Sam: If suffering is optional, why do good people always suffer?

God: Diamonds cannot be polished without friction. Gold cannot be
purified without fire. Good people go through trials. With that experience
their life becomes better, not bitter.

Sam: You mean to say such experience is useful?

God: Yes. Experience is a hard teacher, though. She gives the test first
and the lessons afterwards.

Sam: But still, why should we go through such tests? Why can’t we be
free from problems?

God: Problems are purposeful roadblocks offering beneficial lessons to
enhance mental strength. Inner strength comes from struggle and
endurance, not when you are free from problems.

Sam: Frankly in the midst of so many problems, we don’t know where we
are heading.

God: If you look outside you will not know where you are heading. Look
inside. Looking outside, you dream. Looking inside, you awaken. Eyes provide
sight, heart provides insight.

Sam: Sometimes not succeeding fast seems to hurt more than moving in
the right direction.

God: Success is relative, quantified by others. Satisfaction is absolute,
quantified by you. Knowing the road ahead is more satisfying ﬂ'nn’knowing,yoti 3 ¢
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rode ahead.

Sam: Sometimes I ask, who am I, why am I here? I don’t know the
answers.

God: Seek not to find who you are, but to determine who you want to be.
Stop looking for a purpose as to why you are here. Create it. Life is not a
process of discovery but a process of creation.

Sam: How can I get the best out of life?

God: Face your past without regret. Handle your present with
confidence. Prepare for the future without fear.

Sam: Sometimes my prayers are not answered.

God: There are no unanswered prayers. At times the answer is NO.

Sam: Thank you for this wonderful chat. I’ll try to be less fearful.

God: Keep the faith and drop the fear. Life is a mystery to solve, not a

problem to resolve. Life is wonderful if you know how to live!




