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As the years go by, there are more and more prize money-based design contests held. The role
of design contests with various themes and subjects has become more significant as an
opportunity to find young promising architects to develop each nation ’s architectural culture. No
one will dispute the positive benefits that such contests bring to each nation” s development of
its culture. In the beginning of the New Millennium, prize money-based design contests held on
the Internet as well as various other programs accelerate both the quantitative and qualitative

development of architecture.

IAC International Architecture Competition is issued to provide more substantial information to
people by means of a database of various designs made public recently in prestigious contests
held in and out of Korea. The IAC will be followed by collections of design works segmented into
various themes such as apartments, dormitories, museums, arts exhibition facilities, office
buildings, hospitals and public facility buildings. It is sincerely hoped that the IAC will be able to
secure its role in the media for spreading valuable information for architects both in and out of
Korea.
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Housing is essential, it is a basic human need and
cultural component in our daily lives. Because
people need shelter, they also need shelter, which
is adapted to geography; climate and place of
work. Such shelter should provide certain
standards of construction, space, hygiene and
comfort in which the business of home-making
can go forward effectively. Hence, housing is not
only a commodity; it has complex social, cultural
and environmental consequences. The meaning
of housing has been developed from a simple
shelter to "a system of housing settings".

Although housing which caters for the needs and
demands of its users is always an issue in housing
practice, the polar opposition in housing approach
is still the efficient allocation of limited natural

resources in order to achieve the goals of the
community requirements. Therefore, the pressing
task for our design approach is to develop a
strategy in using available material resources
appropriately and efficiently to achieve a 'relative
housing quality'. Quality does not mean only
raising the physical standards of large room size,
luxury furnishings and etc., but it rather means to
rationally distribute available housing resources in
the right ways and right places, to contribute to a
sustainable environment for us all.

Public Housing by Hong Kong Housing Authority
has occupied center stage in Hong Kong's
housing development, as today about 50% of
Hong Kong's residents live in public housing. This
is the result of an aggressive effort begun by the

BT EE

A

government in the 1950's to help alleviate the
severe housing shortage.Since the 1997 the Hong
Kong Government has made a great effort to
accelerate housing production. This has resulted
in substantial increase in space standard. Entering
into the 21st Century, the Hong Kong residents,
with higher expectation, are no longer satisfied
with simple housing units, but long for modern,
completely equipped units in a comfortable
environment with full facilities. By meeting this
challenge, the Housing Authority set up programs
aiming to explore new construction concepts that
will raise future living conditions, to promote
technological development for fully utilizing natural
resources, increasing efficient energy and land

use, and improving construction quality.
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