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The development of modern Chinese ethic thoughts was in
essence how to establish a system of values and thoughts corresponding to
the social development, which all meant a historical transformation of the
traditional Chinese ethics; and its practical significance was to serve the
modern social reform. Such was the consideration of the time from Wei
Yuan onward and Liang Qichao was one of the typical scholars of the
kind.

Unfortunately, for various causes we failed to do a deep and sys-
tematic research on Chinese modern ethics, and especially Liang Qichao,
though the problems and challenges they met hasn’t been well solved for
more than one hundred years, that is, their experiences and lessons are
still enlightening to us today.

To meet this need, the dissertation purposely chooses Liang Qichao’
s ethic thoughts, by a comprehensive and systematic study of which, its
logic structure and ideological system may be outlined, its spiritual
essence and theoretical features explored, and both Liang’ s and modern
ethics grasped properly, and the historical process and general law of
development of Chinese modern ethics under the impact of western cul-

ture exposed. Further by comparison between the tradition, the modern



and the contemporary ethics, we can make an objective evaluation of the
modern ethics and gave it a scientific position.

The paper draws, by research, the following conclusions:
First, the focus of Liang’ s ethics is the theory of New People, which
means to reform all the people morally in the course of social reform and
is thus of most value, because the people’ s moral rebuilding is elevated
to the height of the nation’s survival or perishing and thus Liang’s ethics
surpasses the tradition with special value of the time. Secondly, Liang’s
ethics is based on utilitarianism, - positively criticizes the traditional the-
ory of morality and justice, and gives a new interpretation and definition
of the essence and substance of ethics and morality, which changes the
traditional idea that morality is the end and man is the means, and sets
forth instead that morality is a tool to improve livelihood and welfare, and
thus morality is no larger absolute Reason but relative principles.
Thirdly, Liang’ s formulation of nationality and his program for the re-
formation of people is in modern China the first comprehensive and
deep - going understanding of a new personal image adapted to the
change of life, and it shows that the modern social reform has proceeded
from the physical level to the level of human transformation, by which a
profound problem is touched in the modemnization of social reform.
Fourthly, Liang’ s ethics is the product of combining Chinese traditional
ethics and Western modern ethics, with the western thoughts as its the-
oretical basis and spiritual essence, and Chinese traditional thoughts

highlighted. On the one hand, he reinterprets, by applying western



modern ethics, the excellent elements of Chinese tradition; on the other
hand, he comprehends the former from the fundamental position of Chi-
nese tradition. Therefore, what he does is both an epochal criticism of
Chinese traditional ethics and a local transformation and reformation,
which reflects in one dimension the historical orientation of Chinese
modern ethics in the cultural conflict between China and the West.

Under such a background, Liang combines China and the West and
tentatively forms his own ethic system, which is rare among thinkers early
this century. Many moral norms and ethic principles put forward by him
great influence on time and later generations.

His ethics marks an important turning point from traditional to
modern capitalist ethics, though ethics it has its defects such as the

overstatement of the function of spirit and his wavering in his position.
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