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Abstract

This book attempts to test the hypothesis on the basis of institutional
analysis and empirical study. The hypothesis is that the All China Wom-
en’ s Federation (ACWF) has become important interest group to articu-
late and aggregate women’ s interest since the reform and opening policy
has taken place. Two case studies will be done to explain how the ACWF
as one of mass organization influences the policy — making of staged —
employment policy and the revision of the marriage law.

Logically, this book includes the following steps: First of all, I will
raise questions and clarify concepts, through literature review to find suit-
able research framework. Secondly, I will trace history and define politi-
cal status. Women liberation movement during 1950’ s has established
legitimacy and reasonability of the ACWF which has a special relationship
with Chinese Communist Party. Thirdly, I will describe structure form
and explain organizational function. Political function of ACWF before
1978’ s reform had been Pan — politicized, and after reform and open-
ing, its interest function has been strengthened. Fourthly, I will analyze
relations and elaborate path. The book describes basic path of process
from necessity relations between general organizational function and public
policy making. Fifthly, I will do case studies and analyze the process.
The article embodies ACWF special influence through stressing whole case
on the staged — employment policy and revision of marriage law. Sixthly,
I will sum up the research and provide basic study. I will analyze intensi-
ty of interest groups’ function, exhibit contradiction about rights and pow-
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er, rights and law, the decision — making control, and relative disper-
sion. The conclusion is that public policy is an outcome of interest groups
that taking active in process. At the same time, I will explore develop-
ment trend of ACWF’ system innovation.

Academic contribution and theoretical innovation of this research can
be concluded in the following. First, it will prove with empirical analysis
that ACWF has been an interest group with articulating and aggregating
functions. Secondly, ACWF has some influence with content, means and
character on the public policy making through its tie and bridge of the
Party and govemment, position of female standing committee of the Na-
tional People Congress, female standing committee of the Chinese People’
s Political Consultation, vice — chairman of the standing committee of the
National People Congress. Thirdly, ACWF’ affect of protecting women’
s interests is stronger than government’ s in the public policy making,
though some contest, cooperation and compromise. Fourthly, this re-
search finds that there are some characteristics of deliberative democracy
in the political system through the study on influence of interest group of
ACWF.

This empirical research will help to explore magnitude of political
power in the public policy making process, find organic relations between
mass organizations and government, can reveal reality political process to
some extent, have theoretical significance and practical meaning to pro-

mote the study of Chinese politics, and push political modemization for-
ward in China.

Key words: Organizational function  Public policy  Interest

groups Influence Game.
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