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Let China First
Metallurgical
Print Creation Shining

Yuan YuCheng

The creation of China First Metallurgicol Construction Print has
a history of 50 years, and shines again In the new period. It
presents the working and living scene of the metallurgy workers
and expresses abundant artistic emotion with its special
expression form.

In 1950s, the constructive army come to the constructing of
Wwuhan iron and steel base from all parts of the country. And the
commeon interest made a group of print-lover stogether, forming
o amateur taam of employee, which has become the creation
team of China First Metallurgical Construction Print. Although the
condition was hard, they persisted In their ortistic pursuit, working
and creating. They focused all their attentlon on front line of
project construction, described scenes of laboring and created
numbers of print atworks about metalturgy In different periods.
These artworks. which are considered as exotic flowers of notive
mass arf, have achieved recognition of experts and wan the
favor of the mass.The cregtion team of China First Metallurgical
Construction Print is the unique employss print creation tearn
which is supported by corporation, expresses their own industry
experience and has the longest history In China. Members of this
team are not only constructors but also artists. Their ar technigue
Is guileless and close to life and construction. Each drtwork
exhibits the metallurgical traits, records the work scene and
contributian of China Flrst Metallurgical Construction people and
irmages the life and work of metallurgical erector. Thay insist on
aesthetic seeking and follow the socialist direction in the
literature practice.

The creation team of Chino First Metallurgical Construction
Print always keeps the oohesion of ifs team split and the power of




art creation. They have introduced the tuforial system Into the
ptint art talents cultivation fo develap the creation team. The
experts and the navices cooperate, forming a particular team
spirit of “ expert teach novice, novice help expert, collective
wisdom and improve together” . From 1987, our corporation
held the print painting-together party annually, and new artists
and artworks came out every year.

With the growing tide of China First Metallurgical Construction
Print creatfion, print artworks have been incorporated Info the
cotporation culture, combined with the Idec of “Quadlity is life” .
With their high arts taste, these artworks have been exhiblted In
the China Art Gallery and the Japanese Csaka Art Gallery,
achleved *“ Huanghe Litergture Award” from Wuhan
Government and collected by the China Art Gallery, With the
concemn of our corporation leads and the hard work of
generctions of artists, China First Metallurglcatl Censtruction Print
has become preclous artwork, Now it’ 5 a brand of the China first
metallurglcal construction corporation’ s culture  and
disseminating its culture as g businass card.ln 2007, with the wish
of gaining more and more artworks and driists, China First
Metallurgical Ceonstruction Corporation founded a print
academe, which ofiered a better creative enviranment io the
orint artists. In 1930s, when there was nothing in the field of print,
Mr. Luxun had overcome the greatest difficulty, expanding the
Chinese print. Now, 1et's Inherit and enhance the spirit of Mr.
Luxun, work hard in the field of print art and make it shining In
Ching.

{The author is the secretary of the party and board chairmnan
of the China First Metallurgical Ceonstruction Corporation)
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Salute the builders
Creating
the Two Civilizations

Li Hua

In 1989 and 1991 we held two exhibitlons on Chinese industry prints and
got good comments from society. They marked the rise of the print
contengent of the Chinese working class, The working class today is not onty
the builders of soclal material chvilization, but the builders of the spiritual
- civilizotion. They are working untiringly to produce material wealth In various
engneering and mining fields Meanwhlle they enthusiastically apply their
wisdom to vividly express the pression of their life, and coversly inspire the
labouring enthusiasm of the masses, thus expanding the social infiuence.
Comrade Mao Ze-dong said : "Literature and art are sobordated fo politics,
but in thelr turn exert a great influence on politics." This Is also frue to
economic construction. We can use this Maxist thesls to comment the
industry prints today and In these two exhibitions the works of the amateur
print workers, generally, are not only considerable in quantlty but are of a
high order in quality. They have generally mastered the artistic skill. They use
it to deeply express their most familiar and most impressive life. We can soy
that they do them with high proficiency and to quite o skillful degree. Their
works have not followed the incomect woy- of being devoid of contents.
nihility of thoughts, wizened feelings and vilifying the reality, but are deeply
impressive open and aboveboard. Therefore they can get gaod comments
from various social levels. The characterisiics of the works may be
sumrnarized as follows:

1. Comblining with life closely, these works all came from the working
parsons who work at the fitst production line of factories, mines and other
enterprises, They love their Iife and are familiar with it. Life makes cdeep
imprassion on them, and what is mare, they are full of fervor to express life.
So nore of their works came flom what is called “inspitgtion” . Therefore
these works can move the vistors and further promate the labouring
enthusigsm of the workers Besides. their works can strengthen the
condensing farce of the soclety with soclalist systern.

2, Contents subsianticl . forms various and styles distinet. The creation of
workers prints, which comes frorm life is finished by the working persons who
work at the first production line . Life is llke an ocean both wide and deep
and with ever changing . The creation themes absorbing in the bubbling life
of the factores, mines ond other enterprises are really inexhaustible .
Besides , their professional work is different, and the Impression lite makes on
them ls not alike, and the artistic impression is different with different persons.
50 few of their works are dull and in tha same way , presenting a flourishing



situation of letting hundred flowarsblossom. This is very gratifying .

3. Most of the amateur print workers did not receive any regular
schooling | This is good in some degrees. They may suffer less restriction of
some artistic dogma and create boldly .Besldes, they are good atf receiving
some new conception , new forms and new fechnigque . $o thelr works can
not anly strictly inherit the revolutionary traciition of prints . but have opening
side ., taking on a new look . This is what we praise. )

4, Reflecting life from practice can often redlize some philosophic
theory in life ingeniously assoclating . profound enlightenment and wittity
appedling and etc. can all constitute the advantages of industry print
palnters, which are envied but can be hardly caught by some professional
print painters . Today some leading persons of factories, mines and other
enterprises have taken notice of this problem and chosen persons with
artistic talents to be organized , gliven somea conditions of study and
creation and 1o be fostered into key members of print creation. This is really
o good help. | hope that the industry print painters should love their creation
base under any circumstances . Of course | it is necessary to communicate
ond cooperate with professional print pointers. It will be a great mistake if
any amateur print pointers look down upon or even give up these
advantages. To sum up it can be seen that it is the only woy of developing
ouwr socialist art to put the armateur and professional artists together . The
combination of them Is the main body of our secialist art , the amateur ond
the professional should learn from each other and make up each ofher’ s
deficiencies to lay a good foundation for the new Chinegse Renaissance . We
take special attention to the growth of amateur print workers of foctoras ,
mines and other enterprise because we are in the position of reforming and
apening . on the premise of building socialism with Chinese characteristics
it Is neceassary to stress the leading role of the working closs, It is essential to
use vigorous industry prints to correct the repercussion of “ 85 new fids ”
today.

Recently some factories , mines and other enterprises have paid
attention to this problem . For instance, the First Metallurgical Construction
Company gives energetic support to choose persons with aristic talents to
be fostered , organized given some conditions of study and creaflon and 1o
e made the key mambers of the print creation in workers contingent . They
have obtained very good results in this way, This is an Important matter which
should be highly praised.
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Long Song of China
First Metallurgical

Construction Print
Zhou Shaohua

I’'m locking as far as | can over the lake, the Yangzi River flows
WY,

The sky af thousand-lake province is boundless, ond we
believe Chu breeds falents since antiguity,. What a wonderful
placeto live in, sages have Isft their praise song.

Now, my eyes are full of scented grasses . peaches and
plurms, and yellaw crane is coming back and will sing again.

On review, China First Metallurgical Construction Print has past
30 years with the developing of new China. China Ffrst
Metallurglcal Construction Frint origlnates from Wuhan, which is
landing in the nine-province thoroughfare, while the Great
Northemn Wilderness Print originates from Sungkiang plane, with
the scholar as backbone artists. These two print creation team
grown up in Ching in 1960s, and became an attractive view in
the art hisfory of new China. | lived with the worker artists at the
birth of the team of First Metallurgical Construction Print, which is
my indelible great memory, and | wani to sing loudly for therm, |
saw for myself that generotions of artists of this team had grown
up and successes had been achieved, which had also caught
the whole country’ s eyes. Now. some of the artlsts are old, but
their names will be remembered forever, such as Song Enhou
and Fu Yong, wha are the outstanding representatives, Their lives
will go with the team forever. This 50-year is a monument, which is
worthy of being enshrined as an impartant event of Chinese art
history. Af the very moment of this team’ s 50-year birthday, I m
too excited fo express myself. What only | can say is “Hape them
win forever and best wishes for therm | ™
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Reviews on China First Metallurgical

Print by Celebrities

China First Metaliurgical Print had sprung up in 1950s.
— Wang Qi (Ex-secretary of the party of China Artists Association)

The Key of Industry print development is the attitude of the artists.
Palnting without passion end comprehension of life cannot make so many
great artworks.

— LIHuq (Ex-chairmon of China Woodcutter Association)

China First Metallurgical Print ptays an Impoertant role in the clrcle of
Hubel waodcut.
— Zhou $heohua (Ex-Chalrman of Hubei Cultural Federgation)

China First Metallurgical Constructien Corporation s the  first
organizatlon te develop the worker wcodeut couse, marking an epoch in
China worksr woodcut art for new engraving art movement in China,
gaining a breakthrough achlevement in the histary of Chinese engraving
art agnd winning the honour from the whole world. We cra very proud te be
woodecutters, and feel inspirited by the above achievements.

— Li Pingfan (Former vice chairman cf China Woodcutter Association,
ehief editor of WOodcuf World)

Without this excellent oorporation, China First Metallurgical Print
won' 1 success and our art will lose is roct, On the base of the
corporation, China First Metallurgical Print is developing quickly ond has
become an oriflamme of Ching worker woodcut cause.

— Yan Han (Fermer vice chairman of Ching Woodcutter Assaciction)

Your artworks are close to life, representing the scene of living and
paying a tribute to the socialistic construction and workers®  |Ife. This is
precious,

— Ll Quni{Fermer vice chairman of China Woodcuttar Association,
well-known woodcuttar)

Time pacea, magnificent movement.
— Gu Yuan (Former vice chairmon of China Woodeutter Assooiation,
well-known woodcutter)




The tree of Chind First Metallurgical Print Art green foreverl
— Li Shooyan(Ex-Fublicity Chief of Sichuan Provincial Party
Committes)

From these woodcut artworks, we can find out that the leaders of this
corporation have foresight ond wide bosom, this corporation” s
construction of two civilizations is in high level and the carporation 15 a
great construction corporation.

-— Wu Junfa{Former vice decn of Jangsu Woodcut Institute)]

| haven't seen the artworks which are 50 close to life for o long tirme.
And these artworks are very exciting.
— Wang Chunli {Former vice curatar China Art Gallery)

| have gotten real arlistic treat and impact after viewing China First
Metallurgical Print.They are powerful brightly contrastive, highly refinad.
In addition, some new artworks reveal profound deep meaning behind
the themes successfully.
—Yang Yuepu (At committee secretary-general of China Arllsts
Association, chidf editor of Sinc-America Artist Communlcatian, crf
reviewer)

Ching First Metallurgical Print has the choracteristics of modam
industrial construction vigour, forthright and straightforward. It iz so
particular that workers are not only the creator of material wealth but clso
the craater of spiritual wealth, and only exists in China.

—— Dr. Schnelder (The leader of Kath Kollwitz woodcut artworks
exhibition visiting delegation in 1979)

China First Metallurgical Print s o great invent of the world art
movement.
— Kim Joon)un [Superintendent of Korea Woodout Graduate School)

The warker woodcut makes me feel very kind, because it reflects the
warking and living of the workers and has a rich flavour of life.
— HE % i (Japanese well-known woodcutter)




