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1. Disintroductions

Ambrose Bierce®

... to-introduce me to one that I have not asked nor consented to know is

an invasion of my rights. X AR ERIF R &, LRI L4 5
Ay BEFRLT RAKRA

... the chance introduction is beginiing to devastate. the social situation,
and men of sense who wish to know as few persons as ‘possible can no longer
depend on the discretion of their friends. ¥ & 5| W 2 R iF. 7648 % B 3R 4
XAE, MABLBEATKNAEZ L RE, A1 F b1 g
HEHHARES PEHT,

1t is. to be wished that some great social force, say a billionaire, would set
up-a system of disintroductions. EF B XM H 2 HE, WEAMF
B, oET LB LHAN,

The devil® is a citizen of every country, but only in our own

are we in constant peril of® an introduction to him. That is democ-
racy. All men are equal; the devil is a man; therefore, the devil is
equal. If that is not a good and sufficient syllogism® I should be

@

@

RABH - L/RHT (1842~1914): BA “FEHWO IR 2K, REERFERZE
. WRE. WREMDAER, EEURS. TR 60N S, R
BEEREERDMEE (ER5FLRKE) (1891), Aifls (FEALPE)Y 1 B
BRI (1906), AIXHFEE “Disintroduction” FAE# 24 ¥ 6GiA, RE\EXSTFH; W
HRN HEATIR,

devil: BER, EXPIERERAMATILHMA.

in (constant) peril of: (%) K - HEK

syllogism: (] =ZBib¥:, #Eibk, HE
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pleased to know what is the matter with it.

To write in riddles when one is not prophesying® is too much
trouble; what I am affirming is the horror of the characteristic American
custom of promiscuous®, unsought® and unauthorized® introduction.

You incautiously® meet your friend Smith in the street; if you had
been prudent you would have remained indoors. Your helplessness
makes you desperate and you plunge into conversation with him,
knowing entirely well the disaster that is in cold storage for you.

The expected occurs: another man comes along and is promptly
halted by Smith and you are introduced! Now, you have not given
to the Smith the right to enlarge your circle of acquaintance® and
select the addition himself; why did he do this thing? The person
whom he has condemned you to shake hands with may be an admi-
rable person, though there is a strong numerical presumption
against it; but for all that the Smith knows he may be your bitterest
enemy. The Smith has never thought of that. Or you may have
evidence (independent of the fact of the introduction) that he is
some kind of thief — there are one thousand and fifty kinds of
thieves. But.the Smith has never thought of that. In short, the
Smith has never thought. In a Smithocracy® all men, as
aforesaid®, being equal. all are equally agreeable to one another.

That is a logical extension of the Declaration of American

Independence. If it is erroneous® the assumption that a man will be

prophesy: %, HR

promiscuous; $RZHEFER, BERK, BAMER

unsought. K&K

unauthorized, R REY, KRESIATTH

incautiously: Ri3p

acquaintance: MW A, BA

Smithocracy: X RAEZ BT democracy —id (9L 421H, ERERE “&£ (& AR E”,
aforesaid: Z B9, LRK

erroneous; iR, RIEHWH -

©09060 666860
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pleasing to me because he is pleasing to another is erroheous too,
and to introduce me to one that I have not asked nor consented to
know is an invasion of my right — a denial and limitation of my
liberty to a voice in my own affairs. It is like determining what
kind of clothing I shall wear, what books I shall read, or what my
dinner shall be.

In calling promiscuous introducing an American custom [ am
not unaware that it obtains® in other countries than ours. The
difference is that in those it is mostly confined to persons of no
consequence® and no pretensions to respectability; here it is so
nearly universal that there is no.escaping it. Democracies are natu-
rally and necessarily gregarious®. Even the French of today are
becoming so, and the time is apparently not distant when they will
lose that fine distinctive social sense that has made them the most
punctilious®, because they are the most considerate, of all nations
excepting the Spanish and Japanese. By those who have lived in
Paris since I did I am told. that the chance® introduction is begin-
ning to devastate the social situation, and men of sense who wish to
know as few persons as possible can no longer depend on the discre-
tion® of their friends.

To say so is not the same thing as to say “Down with® the
republic!” The republic has its advantages. Among these is the
liberty to say, “Down with the republic!”

It is to be wished that some great social force, say a billion-

obtain: H17, AA

persons of no consequence: X ERHEM A
gregarious: BE/E (¥) 69, BN
punctilious: ¥R, H/MEKH

chance: #8751, BHEH

discretion: Hir (J1), BH ), #HE, #H
down with; 3T{8
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aire, would set up a system of disintroductions. It should work
somewhat like this:

MR WHITE-—MTr Black, knowing the low esteem in which you
hold each other®, I have the honour to disintroduce you from Mr
Green.

MR BLACK (bowing) —Sir, I have long desired the advantage
of your unacquaintance.

MR GREEN (bowing) — Charmed to unmeet® you, sir. Our
acquaintance (the work of a most inconsiderate and unworthy
person) has distressed me beyond expression. We are greatly
indebted to our good friend here for his tact in repairing the
mischance®.

MR WHITE —Thank you. I’'m sure you will become very good
strangers.

This is only the ghost of® a suggestion; of course the plan is
capable of an infinite elaboration. Its capital® defect is that the
persons who are now so liberal with their unwelcome introductions,
will be equally lavish® with their disintroductions, and will
estrange® the best of friends with as little ceremony as they now

observe in their more fiendish® work.
REE %)

hold sb. in low esteem: REEHE A

unmeet: {E& R4 REE, ATHEBR R MR,
mischance: R, R

the ghost of a: — &, WM&, 4L

capital: HEK, BREEND

lavish: MAMRIEN, SBE, SR

estrange: {37 HiiE

fiendish: BERMIEY, W AMREL

®0 e 0660806
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2. The Road to Success

Andrew Carnegie®

It is well that young men should begin at the beginning and occupy the

most subordinate positions. 8% A B Z MK k&, NEEHLE, X

ERAEEGE, |

Say to yourself, “ My place is at the top.” Be king in your dreams. 3¢
HEW: “BRNMEAEAREE.” EHBECHFHEMEA,

I tell you “ put all your eggs in one basket, and then watch that basket”
REFKR: EHRANBERE-NIMETE, REFHEANE
% o”

[t is well that young men should begin at the beginning® and
occupy the most subordinate® positions. Many of the leading busi-
nessmen of Pittsburgh® had a serious responsibility thrust upon
them at the very threshold of® their career. They were introduced
to the broom®, and spent the first hours of their business lives

sweeping out the office®. 1 notice we have janitors and janitresses

O KB - Rtk (1835~1919). LEFLL LK, EBXK., HATFHBEL, FBE
RHE, KETABTIRA LN EEREIE L, BF “S 1S HREAY.

@ begin at the beginning: M kiR

® subordinate: WEH), NEH

@ Pittsburgh: IC7 %, XERA/EXBTEMARITKE, BEERETLHL,

® at the very threshold of : 7E— FF 44 & &5

® were introduced to the broom: MiTifgE

@ out the office: ZEIMNEIH
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now in offices, and our young men unfortunately miss that salutary
branch of a business education®. But if by chance the professional
sweeper is absent any morning, the boy who has the genius of the
future partner in him® will not hesitate to try his hand at the
broom. The other day® a fond® fashionable mother in Michigan
asked a young man whether he had even seen a young lady sweep in
" a room so grandly® as her Priscilla. He said so, he never had, and
the mother was gratified beyond measure®, but then said he, after
a pause, “What I should like to see her do is sweep out a room.” It
does not hurt the newest comer to sweep out the office if necessary.
I was one of those sweepers myself.

Assuming that you have all obtained employment and are fairly
started, my advice to you is “aim high”. I would not give a fig for®
the young man who has not already seen himself the partner or the
head of an important firm. Do not rest® content for a moment in
your thoughts as head clerk®, or foreman®, or general manager in

any concern®, no matter how extensive®. Say to yourself, “My

@ miss that salutary branch of a business education: %% T — R ZH A B HHLEER
Pls

salutary: H 28408 ; branch: (R SR, 45X, EXBREAEETEREX—~

P 3

have the genius in sb: HREFEHI A BE. RAEFEAT A BEIFKHATFEKA

the other day: (RRitkufElg) FE—FK

fond: BEK, HEFEEMN

grandly. Ehsh, BAH. XHERSWNHK

was gratified beyond measure: JE# ¥ #; be gratified by: # 2 F; beyond measure:

EH, B/E

not care/not give a fig (for sth) ; I HFERZEFR; not worth a fig ZETM 5

rest: RIFHEARE, 7 L TFXHHYTF %K 3T remain

head clerk: EBRA . head: GEAIE) FTEH, XBAHAH

foreman: §iPt, #MWIIH/FA

concern: /%, HY)

extensive: [“E M, JTK#. FE BT XA G,

© 6666
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2. The Road to Success 7

place is at the top.” Be king in your dreams.

And here is the prime condition® of success, the great secret:
concentrate your energy, thought, and capital exclusively® upon
the business in which you are engaged. Having begun in one line®,
resolve to fight it out® on that line, to lead in it®, adopt every
improvement, have the best machinery, and know the most about
it.

The concerns which fail are those which have scattered their
capital®, which means that they have scattered their brains® also.
They have investments in this, or that, or the other, here, there,
and everywhere. “Don’t put all your eggs in one basket” is all
wrong. ® I tell you “put all your eggs in one basket, and then watch
that basket”. Look round you and take notice; men who do that do
not often fail. It is easy to watch and carry the one basket. It is
trying to carry too many baskets that breaks most eggs in this
country. ® He who carries three baskets must put one on his head,
which is apt to® tumble® and trip him up®. One fault of the
American businessman is lack of concentration.

To summarize what I have said: Aim for the highest, never

prime condition. B® &, prime. EEH, RER

exclusively: ¥k, & H i

line: #{HE—1T

fight sth out: JREN “HBISSMIRN L, XEFIDRERR
to be a leader in that line: EX—FTPRIGFAY.

scattered their capital: 4 ETMRAEPHEARS

brains: 81, ¥hH

“Don’t put all your eggs in one basket” is all wrong: “AEINE—#” WL RASELE
R,

AaERRAAR: itis...that...

is apt to; A eeeee wWim, 5F

tumble. ¥, %

trip sb up: fidk AZBRKE

000668 e
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enter a bar room; do not touch liquor®, or if at all only at meals;
never speculate@; never indorse beyond your surplus cash fund®;
make the firm’s interest yours®; break orders® always to save
owners®; concentrate; put all your eggs in one basket, and watch
that basket; expenditure always within revenue@; lastly be not
impatient, for, as Emerson says, “no one can cheat you out of

ultimate success but yourselves.”

(Fose %iE)

liquor: ¥tk

speculate: fELHLEE

never indorse beyond your surplus cash fund: & ¥ RHEHAEHBEANB LTS
B30

make the firm’s interest yours: /AR BIM 25 MR A S 25,

break orders: BUEiTH

save owners: fRAH E B F) 25

expenditure always within revenue: 75447 A48 H A .
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