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The French in North America

When the French began fo explore North America they came into contact with a
number of aboriginal groups. At various times they attempted to muster the males of these
groups into fighting units. The Indians clearly had no aversion to fighting; they were
warriors, skilled in the use of arms, proud of triumphs over an enemy. But they would not
take orders. French commanders had no control and the so-called chiefs of these groups
depended on persuasion, which might or might not be successful. Every Indian warrior
made his own decision about whether to join a raid or war party, worked out his own battle
strategy, and left the fray when he chose.

This kind of contact between the French and the Indians provided the French with
detailed information on the ways of their Indian allies — information they noted scomnfully
in their journals, sometimes sputtering in rage and frustration. But the behavior they
described was incomprehensible to them. By virtue of concrete experiences that the
French had with the Indians, the French had rich data, but no understanding. The French
were able to see Indian behavior only in the light of their own hierarchical social system,
where it is natural for the few to command and the many to obey. Social systems that
worked on other principles were literally unimaginable. (Davis, 2004: 28)
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