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~ Stacey Graiger 8

I hated her.

There was no getting around it: I despised the very ground she walked on. She
was tall and beautiful, and I was not. She treated me like slime?, and I let her be-
cause she was bigger. She teased and belittled me and made me feel inferior. I was
last to get my way and the first to get in trouble, or that was how it always seemed.

I hated her. And I tried desperately to convince myself how much I meant those
words.

One day, while still in the midst of sibling rivalry? our parents announced their
divorce. How could this be? Oh, sure there were some fights but nothing too bad. Just
normal everyday stuff, but then how were we to know what was normal? Before I
could really accept this, my mother was gone. I was twelve, the baby, and had never
felt so much like one until that horrible day.

Suddenly, I was very alone.

How could they do this to me? I lost friends as, back then, no respectable parent
could possibly allow their darlings to associate with an unsupervised child ﬁom a bro—
ken home. I ruined my clothes, as 1’d never had to wash my own before. I burned my
meals, as Dad worked late, and 1 was hungry. I hated everything around me. I hated
my mom for leaving, my dad for letting her, and myself for being so helpless. I guess
I didn’t have much left in me to hate Dana so much anymore.

Many afternoons I would come home to an empty house, watch television, burn
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