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Francis Bacon. (1561 1626)

Virtue is like a rich stone, best plain set; and surely virtue is best in
a body that is comely, though not of delicate features; and that hath®
rather dignity of presenée, than. beauty of aspect. Neither is it almost
seen, that very beautiful persons are otherwise of great virtue; as if na-
ture were rather busy not to err, than in labour to produce excellency.
And therefore they prove accomplished, but not of great spirit; and study
rather behaviour, than virtue. But this holds not always; for Augustus
Caesar, Titus Vespasianus, Philip le Belle of France, Edward the Fourth
of England, Alcibiades of Athens®, Ismael the Sophy of Persia; were all
high and great spirits; and yet the most beautiful men of their times. In
beauty, that of favour® is more than that of colour; and that of decent
and gracious motion, more than that of favour. That is the best part of
beauty, which a picture cannot express; no, nor the first sight of the
life. There is no excellent beauty, that hath not some strangeness in the
proportion. ‘A man cannot tell, whether Apelles, or Albert Durer®; were
the motre trifler: whereof® the one would make a‘personage by geomet-
rical proportions: the other, by taking the best parts out of divers faces,
to.make one excellent: Such personages, 1 think, would please nobody,
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but the painter that made them. Not but I think a painter may make a

better face, than ever was; but he must do it, by a kind of felicity (as a
musician that maketh® an excellent air in music), and not by rule. A
man shall see faces, that if you examine them, part by part, you shall
find never a good; and yet altogether do well. If it be true, that the prin-
cipal part of beauty is in decent motion, certainly it is no marvel though
persons in years seem many times more amiable; pulchrorum autumnus
pulcher@®; for no youth can be comely but by pardon, and considering
the youth as to make up the comeliness. Beauty is as summer fruits,
which are easy to corrupt, and cannot last: and, for the most part, it
makes a dissolute youth, and an age a little out of countenance: but yet

certainly again, if it light well, it maketh virtues shine, and vices blush.

CH LT - %’lﬁ‘(F'rancis Bacon) "'-H:&E%Eﬂ!éﬁiéi TEX
FMXER. A TFRE - KKRRE. ﬁﬂ'ﬁﬁ*’-‘?!ﬁ FABRBEEFhLY
SktE., FETURNR. LI EREREY EEAE. ki‘f'ﬁ'*iﬁ
%m&#%m, 1621 FHE W RABRAR, A ERFR,

CRRNECARANER ETF XE Y, ﬁ'#fﬁ’*ﬁ')ﬁ*ﬁ‘gw
(AW ) (The Advancement of Learning) F T X 5 #J(ﬁl,!—))
(Novum Organum) , x%&wﬁmm%xm@m&mys,xwmg)m
HEL, ﬁ’ﬁ‘@#ﬂ 4 ) (The sttwy ‘of the Reign of ng Henry
VID) «###&%‘)(Apaphthagmes New and Old)&ﬁﬂiﬁﬂ«ﬁkﬁ&»
(The New Atlantis) %, &ﬁgﬁ(%#EEMMammsof Law) Fo (% A
% M X )(The Leamed Reading upon the Statute of Uses) % 3&#*{’?

ERNEEFRSEARTX . EAEELAE., @W%Xﬁ%%%ﬁ
%, ﬁﬁ‘ﬂ”ﬁ E%%‘/ﬁ]ﬁﬁ fﬁ@ﬁk)’(“ﬁ‘%’ﬁi”ﬁ:ﬁo S

* @ maketh; % %% ¥ make 89 ZAREHH X,
@ pulchrorum autumnus pulcher; 2 THE , EABRGKERL R LTN”,

2



i aj. RV
\ﬁ"‘(‘ S wancis %; acow
%

(T TS

w =

AT AN T A AR IS H T A WA A AR AL H A a0 T B4R
F 2 SHME RAESERE. ARRHLETRED —WARTHRLH,
(ER Tt , T 1 MR b . BRI 36 58 F A A T ot i, AT T A A {EIR
ARR. POAHFRERSRIGED % EIEAMW, 38 E R ML 0, R
2 PEFESRAT , WO 2 G A, B A K D R SO i R SR A KA
75 B3 €6, 6 T 26 T 9 0E , SO AE T H 3 IE WO 7E 28 AL SURES . SRR
JEEIEFTRER B LBTREYL. 2 LB Z A, HERAL L], 0 5 T WA ZAL .
AT D1 /R 5k 0 e 1 ¢, » G AR AL, — U 2 BRL AT 2 2 L], — U R AR IR T
ZRF 5, THWE AR WS 57 U I S R R KA AL, BB
HEd., RATINERZ KT LI 4R B E i S0 ¥ 2, i AE AT AR B AR A5
2% RO A i R B AR N T A A A0 B, AR — TR AL, R
BANEETH, XZERBAETEL WERKRIFPLFLLE. HAS:
“REHIREELTIE RS, B b TR, REHFEHZD, AP ERZA
R, EHERWME HHR 5 WAEAF ; B2, 45T R H AT RIMTREA
RE ARG, B EAEEEE A MIEAT B 5 45 %, AT IR A

(EHER )

AXR—BRATE"HEAZHE, hATRBGEFRLE — X80
FE%, AR EEOH EfHA AR E, ENBAXLELXN G,
MR F GRS, I ARRRAAGE, RRARZ—FLBGH R B
£ ENIBBRELAGH K, AREGHA BT A B R ARG K
wﬁ.ﬁ‘zﬁﬁviﬂ B, FAAGETEEZA NEMSPERNRE.

BRBAAERERE TR AT B HE, LRKALEGTB % ERHAERE
XHASE”, ttFmb, FEXBARTHAAEWMGIEA ALEZIXE T
Bz E, FBEH, IR EARBRU—H, ACEFTREARR.” F A
TLRMEAR P EWARREMTEMAIABS, AR RFEEAKRE
RAEAREOAEARE. —AMAGERENER . MEF R, W AFRE, F
FOHRE LGB ITESRE, F 2 LM R A EGRE,

AXREME,NBRD, LEZEM, XFOLWH 0 . HlEF S H
FiE,AFNNETARTHAGTFEAR, FAF%,

x| we )

o



L\J /)’()Cl(fif(’ oW {/F(’ //CIH)Z(’}U
and Good, Broeding.

Jonathan Swift 16_67 1745)

* Good manners is the art of making those people easy with whom we
converse:

Whoever makes: the fewest persons uneasy. is the best bred in the
company. :

As the best law is founded upon reason, so are the best. manners.
And as some lawyers have introduced unreasonable things into common
law, so likewise many teachers have mtroduced absurd things into com-
mon good manners. A5

~ One principal point of this art is to suit our behaviour to the three
several degrees of men; our superiors; our equals, and those below us.

For instance, to press either of the two former to eat or drink is a
breach of manners; but a farmer or a tradesman must be thus treated, or
else it will be difficult to persuade them that they are welcome.

Pride, ill nature, and want of sense, are the three great sourceS;'\of
ill manners; without some one of these defects, no man will behave him-
self ill for want of experience; or of what, in'the language of fools, is
called knowing the world. ; :

[ defy any one to assign an inci'dent wherein reason will not direct us
what we are to say or do in company, 1f we are not misled by prnde or ill
nature. ‘ o _ ‘

Therefore 1 insist that good sense is the principal fbundation of good
manners; but because the former is a gift which very few among mankind
are possessed of, therefore all the civilized nations of the world have
agreed upon fixing some rules for common behaviour, best suited to their

general customs, or fancies, as a kind of artificial good sense, to supply

ORBRERBRARTITAF HERARTHBRAF—RORE, RATRLSGR, F
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the defects of reason. Without which the gentlemanly part of dunces
would be perpetually at cuffs, as they seldom fail when they happen to
be drunk, or engaged in squabbles about women or play. And, God be
thanked, there hardly happens a duel in a year, w.hich may not be impu-
ted to one of those three motives. Upon which account, [ should be ex-
ceedingly sorry to find the legislature make any new laws against the
practice of duelling; because the methods are easy and many for a wise
man to avoid a quarrel with honour, or engage in it with innocence. And
I can discover no political evil in suffering bullies, sharpers, and rakes,
to rid the world of each other by a method of their own; where the law
hath not been able to find an expedient.

As the common forms of good manners were intended for regulating
the conduct of those who have weak understandings; so they have been
corrupted by the persons for whose use they were contrived. For these
people have fallen into a needless and endless way of multiplying cere-
monies, which have been extremely troublesome to those who practise
them, and insupportable to everybody else: insomuch that wise men are
often more uneasy at the over civility of these refiners, than they could
possibly be in the conversations of peasants or mechanics.

The impertinencies of this ceremonial behaviour are nowhere better
seen than at those tables where ladies preside, who value themselves up-
on account of their good breeding; where a man must reckon upon pass-
ing an hour without doing any one thing he has a mind to; unless he will
be so hardy to break through all the settled decorum of the family. She
determines what he loves best, and how much he shall eat; and if the
master of the house happens to be of the same disposition, he proceeds in
the same tryrannical manner to prescribe in the drinking part: at the
same time, you are under the necessity of answering a thousand apolo-
gies for your entertainment. And although a good deal of this humour is
pretty well worn off among many people of the best fashion, yet too
much of it still remains, especially in the country; where an honest gen-
tleman assured me, that having been kept four days, against his will, at
a friend’s house, with all the circumstances of hiding his boots, locking
up the stable, and other contrivances of the like nature, he could not re-

member, from the moment he came into the house to the moment he left
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it, any one thing, wherein his inclination was not directly contradicted;
as if the whole family had entered into a combination to torment him.

But, besides all this, it would be endless to recount the many foolish
and ridiculous accidents I have observed among these unfortunate prose-
lytes to ceremony. I have seen a duchess fairly knocked down, by the
precipitancy of an officious coxcomb running to save her the trouble of o-
pening a door. | remember, upon a birthday at court, a great lady was
utterly desperate by a dish of sauce let fall by a page directly upon her
head-dress and brocade, while she gave a sudden turn to her elbow upon
some point of ceremony with the person who sat next her. Monsieur
Buys®, the Dutch envoy, whose politics and manners were much of a
size, brought a son with him, about thirteen years old, to a great table at
court. The boy and his father, whatever they put on their plates, they
first offered round in order, to every person in the company; so that we
could not get a minute’s quiet during the whole dinner. At last their two
plates happened to encounter, and with so much violence, that, being
china, they broke in twenty pieces, and stained half the company with
wet sweetmeats and cream.

There is a pedantry in manners, as in all arts and sciences; and
sometimes in trades. Pedantry is properly the overrating any kind of
knowledge we pretend to. And if that kind of knowledge be a trifle in it-
self, the pedantry is the greater. For which reason I look upon fiddlers,
dancing-masters, heralds, masters of the ceremony, &c. to be greater
pedants than Lipsius®, or the elder Scaliger®. With these kind of ped-
ants, the court, while I knew it, was always plentifully stocked; I mean
from the gentleman usher (at least) inclusive, downward to the gentle-
man porter; who are, generally speaking, the most insignificant race of
people that this island can afford, and with the smallest tincture of good
manners, which is the only trade they profess. For being wholly illiter-
ate, and conversing chiefly with each other, they reduce the whole sys-

tem of breeding within the forms and circles of their several offices; and
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as they are below the notice of ministers, they live and die in court under

all revolutions with great obsequiousness to those who are in any degree
of favour or credit, and with rudeness or insolence to everybody else.
Whence [ have long concluded, that good manners are not a plant of the
court growth; for if they were, those people who have understandings di-
rectly of a level for such acquirements, and who have served such long
apprenticeships to nothing else, would certainly have picked them up.
For as to the great officers, who attend the prince’s person or councils,
or preside in his family, they are a transient body, who have no better a
title to good manners than their neighbours, nor will probably have re-
course to gentlemen ushers for instruction. So that I know little to be
learnt at court upon this head, except in the material circumstance of
dress; wherein the authority of the maids of honour must indeed be al-
lowed to be almost equal to that of a favourite actress.

I remember a passage my Lord Bolingbroke® told me, that going to
receive Prince Eugene of Savoy at his landing, in order to conduct him
immediately to the Queen, the prince said, he was much concerned that
he could not see her Majesty that night; for Monsieur Hoffman (who was
then by) had assured his Highness that he could not be admitted into her
presence with a tied-up periwig®; that his equipage® was not arrived;
and that he had endeavoured in vain to borrow a long one among all his
valets® and pages. My lord turned the matter into a jest, and brought the
Prince to her Majesty; for which he was highly censured by the whole
tribe of gentlemen ushers; among whom Monsieur Hoffman, an old dull
resident of the Emperor’s, had picked up this material point of ceremo-
ny; and which, I believe, was the best lesson he had learned in five-and-
twenty years' residence.

I make a difference between good manners and good breeding; al-
though, in order to vary my expression, I am sometimes forced to con-
found them. By the first, I only understand the art of remembering and
applying certain settled forms of general behaviour. But good breeding is

O FA - ﬁﬁﬂﬁ%i(ms—ml),ﬁQ&%i,i‘r‘rﬂwﬁ#im
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of a much larger extent; for besides an uncommon degree of literature
sufficient to qualify a gentleman for reading a play, or a political pam-
phlet, it takes in a great compass of knowledge; no less than that of
dancing, fighting, gaming, making the circle of Italy, riding the great
horse, and speaking French; not to mention some other secondary, or
subaltern accomplishments, which are more easily acquired. So that the
difference between good breeding and good manners lies in this, that the
former cannot be attained to by the best understandings, without study
and labour; whereas a tolerable degree of reason will instruct us in every
part of good manners, without other assistance.

I can think of nothing more useful upon this subject, than to point
out some particulars, wherein the very essentials of good manners are
concerned, the neglect or perverting of which doth very much disturb the
good commerce of the world, by introducing a traffic of mutual uneasi-
ness in most companies.

First, a necessary part of good manners, is a punctual observance of
time at our own dwellings, or those of others, or at third places; whether
upon matter of civility, business, or diversion; which rule, though it be
a plain dictate of common reason, yet the greatest minister I ever knew
was the greatest trespasser against it; by which all his business doubled
upon him, and placed him in a continual arrear®. Upon which [ often
used to rally him, as deficient in point of good manners. 1 have known
more than one ambassador, and secretary of state with a very moderate
portion of intellectuals, execute their offices with good success and ap-
plause, by the mere force of exactness and regularity. If you duly ob-
serve time for the service of another, it doubles the obligation; if upon
your own account, it would be manifest folly, as well as ingratitude, to
neglect it. If both are concerned, to make your equal or inferior attend
on you, to his own disadvantage, is pride and injustice.

Ignorance of forms cannot properly be styled ill manners; because
forms are subject to frequent changes; and consequently, being not foun-
ded upon reason, are beneath a wise man’s regard. Besides, they vary in

every country; and after a short period of time, very frequently in the
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same; so that a man who travels, must needs be at first a stranger to
them in every court through which he passes; and perhaps at his return,
as much a stranger in his own; and after all, they are easier to be remem-
bered or forgotten than faces or names.

Indeed, among the many impertinences that superficial young men
bring with them from abroad, this bigotry of forms is one of the princi-
p%l, and more prominent than the rest; who look upon them not only as
if they were matters capable of admitting of choice, but even as points of
importance; and are therefore zealous on all occasions to introduce 'and
propagate the new forms and fashions they have brought back with them.
So that, usually speaking, the worst bred person in the company is a

young traveller just returned from abroad.
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