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’ ‘ Abstract

Sea is a .storehouse of resources and also an indispensable part of natural environ-
ment. According to the difference of legal status, sea. can be divided into: inter waters,
territorial sea, contiguous zone, archipelagic water, exclusive economic zone, continental
shelf, high seas, international seabed and international straits. On the view of geographic
distribution, the paper divides natural resources of earth into land resources and marine
resources. Marine resources include all resources existing in the sea and belong to coni-
posite resources system. The term is a collective concept. -Marine resources are character-
istic of nature, scarcity or limitation, integrity, miilti-purposes or multi-adoptability -and
regionality. Marine resources can be divided in different ways.

In light of geographical position of storage, marine resources generally include two
types, sea water resources and sea island resources. Natural resources storing in inter wa-
ters, territorial sea, contiguous zone, exclusive economic zone and continental shelf are
sea water resources. Coastal line and offshore resources also mostly belong to sea water re-
sources. .And in general, high seas and international seabed are “sea waters” and re-
sources storing in them should not be ruled by, any sovereign state in term of “freedom .of
high seas” principle. United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea regularizes the ex-
ploitation, usage and protection of resources .in these areas. This issue is intersection of
research .in the paper and international law of sea and not the focus of author. So the:study
scope of the paper is the protection of sea waters and sea island resources in view of ma-
rine resources mainly distributing in sea waters and sea islands geographicajly. But con-

sidering the importance, the paper emphasizes on study on sea water resources. The sea



- 2+ Abstract

waters are not only the carriers of natural resources, but also the resources per se, related
to land resources. Islands and sea are interdependent and indivisible, but have resources
and ecological particularity respectively. Island resources are different from land re-
sources, either sea water resources, and possess-t‘,l}e two and have characteristics of land
and sea integration. v

It is very necessary to protect marine resources. For one thing, it i§ an inevitable
choice deriving from the historical lessons of resources having been severely .destroyed and
ecological environment hardly recovered. For another, the current situation of marine re-
sources explosion makes it a need to reassess current protection and management system of
marine resources and attach importance to the protection of marine resources.

The legal system of marine resources protection is a combination of legal regulations
thatrule social Telationships generating from'the course. of marine resources protection. It
systematizes ‘the: regulations ‘on reasonable. explosion and ‘protection’ of marine resources.
Theories closely related to legal system of marine resources include real right. theory, re-
sources value theory, ecological security theory,, administrative power theory, etc. The
formation of -a perfect legal system of marine resources protection must be aided by these
theories and viewpoints. A legal system of marine resources protection is made up of some
legal systems which ,include marine resources property right, ‘marine resources security,

sustainable use of marine resources and integrated marine. management,
+ |

The legal system of marine: resources ‘property right is' the :crucial issue connected
with mariné resources use and protection. Unclear property right and dislocated right own-
er primarily give rise to déstructive .explosion and use of marine resources. Making clear
property right: of marine resources is a major issue for protecting and sustainable using: of
marine resources. Understanding historical sources and related theories of property right of
marine Tesources is very helpful for expounding right sources of marine resources, under-
standing development stages of a marine legal system and then improving the legal. system

of marine resources protection.



