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Unit 1

Part A: Significant Events

1. Magna Carta

I. Audio Script

In 1215, King John of England signed a document that is considered today the basis of the legal system in the
English-speaking world.
King John was not popular with his royal vassals because he exploited them and ruled despotically. The

church was not treated any better. At the same time, the King was losing his continental lands to Philip II of
France. In 1215, a group of rebellious barons met King John at Runnymede, a meadow outside London. They forced
him to sign a document granting them certain privileges and freedoms. This document, known as the Magna Carta or
Great Charter, consists of a preamble and 63 articles, including the famous article 39 which declares that no freeman
can be arrested, imprisoned, deprived of property, exiled or “in any way destroyed” except by the lawful judgment
of his peers or by the law of the land. The church was granted freedom from royal interference. But it ‘was the
nobles that benefited the most from the charter. Peasants who were the majority of the population aré scarcely
mentioned in it. The document’s greatest value was that it limited royal power.

In later years, the articles of the Magna Carta were reinterpreted to guarantee constitutional government and
judicial impartiality for all. Many countries, including the United States and Canada, used the Magna Carta as a
model in creating their own democratic governments.

L4

(Zlatica Hoke)

II. Exercises

1. Predicting From the fitle, discuss what you think the passage is about.
A few questions as follows can be raised for discussion by both the teacher and the students:
1) What is Magna Carta? Is it a name of a person or a name of a place? A name for a document? An event
in history?
2) When did the event happen? Where?
3) ‘What do you know about Magna Carta? Is it important?
2. Vocabulary Study the following words that will help you understand the passage.

vassals (BfELH) EE granting T @FIF) nobles RiE

exploited  FHl . preamble FF&; FHH scarcely JLP®A
despotically F/EHb deprived (of) FIZF reinterpreted  E AR
rebellious RIRH exiled WAL judicial FIFERY; FH LK
barons R interference T# impartiality A1F; AR

3. Task Listening 1 Listen to the passage and answer the following questions briefly.
1) When did King John of England sign an important document? (1215.)
2) What-is the other name for the Magna Carta? (Great Charter.)
3) How many articles does the Magna Carta consist of? Which article is considered the most important? (63;
Article 39.)

. 1-




BIW BB

4. Listening for Details You are going to hear a few sentences from the passage. Fill in the
missing words.
1) King John of England signed a document that is considered today the (basis) of the (legal) system in the
English-speaking world.
2) King John was not popular with his (rebellious) vassals because he exploited them and (ruled) despotically.
3) The church was not (treated) any better.
4) A group of rebellious barons met King John at Runnymede, a (meadow) outside London.
5) This document, known as the Magna Carta or (Great Charter), consists of a (preamble) and (63) articles.
6) No freeman can be arrested, imprisoned, deprived of (property), exiled or “in any way destroyed” except
by the lawful judgment of his (peers) or by the law of the land.
7) In later years, the articles of the Magna Carta were reinterpreted to (guarantee) constitutional government
and (judicial) impartiality for all.
5. Dictation Afew sentences from the passage will be dictated, with each sentence being read
two times. Try to write down what you hear.
1) (They forced him to sign a document granting them certain privileges and freedoms.)
2) (But it was the nobles that benefited the most from the charter.)
3) (The document’s greatest value was that it limited royal power.)
4) Many countries, including the United States and Canada, used the Magna Carta (as a model in creating
their own democratic governments). .
6. Proper Names Listen and learn the following proper names used in the passage.
King Jolin of England; 4% % & £ 4 3(1167-1216, {455 9] 1199-1216),
Philip I of France: % B B £ 3 /4-(1165-1223, £4L8H 1180-1223),
Runnymede: &4 £ @3 — 23, XEFEZ LU,
Magna Carta: (3 T) (XK EF),
Great Charter: ( K E£¥),
7. Task Listening2 Listen to the passage again and try to answer the following question in your
own words.
Why has the signing of Magna Carta been considered a very important event in history?
Answer for reference:
1) The document limited the power of the king,
2) It is considered today the basis of the legal system in the English-speaking world.
3) Many countries around the world used the Magna Carta as a model in creating their own democratic

’

governments.

2. China’s First Agricultural Revolution

I. Audio Script

China’s five thousand-year history is replete with innovations in agriculture, from fish farming to soybean
cultivation. But during a thirty-year period at the end of the fourteenth century, China experienced a revolution in
agriculture that far surpassed its earlier progress.

The Ming Dynasty emperor, Hongwu, sought to repair the damage done to .China’s economy by ‘years of
Mongol misrule. One of his first steps was to boost long-stagnant production of rice, China’s staple food. The
Ming leader introduced a higher-yielding Southeast Asian rice variety. He directed farmers to practice crop rotation
to make their fields more productive and fertile. Peasants were shown how to stock their rice paddies with fish, to
fertilize the rice and provide a second food source. And farmers were encouraged to plant cash crops—like cotton,

.2 .
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indigo and cane—to satisfy a booming export market.

Emperor Hongwu’s most ambitious effort was a massive reforestation program launched in 1390. Over the
next ten years, more than one billion fruit and hardwood. trees- were planted across southern China. They provided
food and fuel for fast-growing cities and, eventually, the timber for the country’s new naval fleet. In all, the
agricultural revolution of 1370 to 1400.laid the foundation for one of China’s greatest economic expansions, and for

its growing commercial and cultural contacts with Europe.

(Rob Sivak)

II. Exercises

1. Predicting From the title, discuss what you think the passage is :about..
A few questions as follows can be raised for discussion by both the teacher and the students:
1) During what dynasty did China’s First Agricultural Revolution happen? '
2) Who was the first emperor of Ming Dynasty? What do you know about him?
3) How important do you think the agriculture was to the people of ancient China?
2. Vocabulary Study the following words that will help you understand the passage.

replete (with) FEWEH to stock 4K

soybean K& rice paddies FEH

cultivation 3R3%; cash crops 2 RIEW
surpassed #Bad indigo #E¥E; REFAEE IS RAEDY
misrule B cane HEE

long-stagnant reforestation E FTvEAk

staple food F& naval fleet JFZEATEA

rotation (k) B4E

3. Task Listening1 Listen to the passage and answer the following questions briefly.

1)

2)
3)
4)

When, according to the report, did China experience a revolution in agriculture that far surpassed its earlier
progress? (At the end of the fourteenth century.)

How long was the period? (30 years.)

What was China’s staple food then? (Rice.)

In what year was a massive reforestation program launched by the Chinese Emperor Hongwu? (1390.)

4. Listening for Details You are going to hear a few sentences from the passage. Fill in the
missing words.

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

6)

)

China’s five thousand-year history is replete with (innovations) in agriculture, from fish farming to
soybean (cultivation).

The Ming Dynasty emperor, Hongwu, (sought) to repair the damage done to China’s economy by years of
Mongol (misrule).

The Ming leader introduced a higher-yielding Southeast Asian rice (variety).

He directed farmers to practice (crop) rotation to make their fields more productive and (fertile).
Peasants were shown how to (stock) their rice. paddies with fish, to fertilize the rice and provide a second
foad (source).

And farmers were encouraged to plant (cash) crops—Ilike cotton, indigo and cane—to satisfy a (booming)
export market.

They provided food and fuel for fast-growing cities and, (eventually), the timber for the country’s new
naval fleet.

5. Dictation: Afew sentences from the passage will be dictated, with each sentence being read
two times. Try to write down what you hear.

1)

(China experienced a revolution in agriculture. that far surpassed its earlier progress.)
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2) (One of his first steps was to boost long-stagnant production of rice, China’s staple food.)
3) Emperor Hongwu’s most ambitious effort was (a massive reforestation program launched in 1390).
4) In all, the agricultural revolution of 1370 to 1400 laid the foundation for one of China’s greatest economic
expansions, (and for its growing commercial and cultural contacts with Europe).
6. Proper Names Listen and learn the following proper names used in the passage.
the Ming Dynasty: #$1(1368-1644) .
Emperor Hongwu: 8] K% X (KAHE)
7. Task Listenihg 2 Listen to the passage again and try to answer the following question in your
own words.
What important steps were taken by the Ming leader to boost China’s economy?
Answer for reference:
1) To boost the production of rice. '
2) To practice crop rotation.
3) To plant cash crops. .
4) To make the fields more productive and fertile by stocking the rice paddies with fish.
5) To launch a massive reforestation program by planting fruit and hardwood trees.

3. The Renaissance

I. Audio Script

The people who lived in Italy and northern Europe during the 15th and 16th centuries were the first people to
think of themselves as belonging to an era. It was the Renaissance, a period of renewed interest in learning after the
Middle Ages.

The motto of the Renaissance was “A man can do all things if he wills, ” and the man who fulfilled that motto
more than any other was Leonardo da Vinci. Da Vinci excelled at portraiture, a new art form that depicted people as
individuals. His painting of the Mona Lisa remains the most famous portrait ever done.

But Leonardo was also a skilled architect and engineer, who designed a submarine, helicopter and airplane, long
before those inventions were ever built. Hundreds of drawings and thousands of pages in his notebooks attest to his
interest in astronomy, anatomy, botany, geolcgy, and, above all, mathematics. He was interested in city planning
and sanitation and was reportedly a talented musician.

Since the Renaissance, the term “Renaissance man” has been applied to others, who like Leonardo da Vinci,
excelled in many diverse fields. Thomas Jefferson is perhaps the best example. He, too, was a gifted musician and
architect, as well as botanist, philosopher, writer and third President of the United States.

(Susan Logue)

II. Exercises

1. Predicting From the fitle, discuss what you think the passage is about.
Questions as follows can be raised by both the teacher and the students for discussion:

1) Do you know the meaning of the Renaissance?

2) When did it happen? Where?

3) Is the Renaissance important in history?

4) Who was the representative of the period of that time?
2. Vocabulary Study the following words that will help you understand the passage.

renewed FTHI; EIEH excelled (at) T, K depicted F#i%%
motto fXE, BEH portraiture  F fRIE¥: attest (to) IESE
.4 - ‘ S
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astronomy K3 botany HYIF . sanitation (RTTHY) FFE D4
anatomy fEHIZE geology HLJREF diverse BFFBH

3. Task Listening1 Listen to the passage and answer the following questions briefly.
1) When was the time of the Renaissance? (During the 15th and 16th centuries.)
2) Where did it first start? (In Italy and northern Europe.)
3) Who was the towering example of the Renaissance? (Leonardo da Vinci.)
4) Who was considered the best modern example of “Renaissance man?” (Thomas Jefferson.)
4. Listening for Details You are going to hear a - few sentences from the passage. Fill in the
missing words.
1) The people who lived in Italy and northern Europe during the (15th) and (16th) centuries were the first
people to think of themselves as belonging to an (era).
2) Da Vinci excelled at portraiture, a new art (form) that depicted people as (individuals).
3) His painting of the Mona Lisa (remains) the most famous portrait ever (done).
4) But Leonardo was. also a skilled (architect) and engineer, who designed a (submarine), helicopter and
airplane, long before those inventions were ever built.
5) Hundreds of (drawings) and thousands of pages in his notebooks attest to his interest in astronomy,
anatomy, botany, geology, and, (above all), mathematics.
6) Since the Renaissance, the term “Renaissance man” has been (applied) to others, who like Leonardo da
Vinci, excelled in many (diverse) fields.
7) He, too, was a (gifted) musician and architect, as well as (botanist), philosopher, writer and third President
of the United States.
5. Dictation Afew sentences from the passage will be dictated, with each sentence being read
two times. Try to write down what you hear. ‘
1) (It was the Renaissance, a period of renewed interest in learning after the Middle Ages.)
2) (The motto of the Renaissance was “A man can do all things if he wills.”)
3) (He was interested in city planning and sanitation and was reportedly a talented musician.)
4) (Thomas Jefferson is perhaps the best example.)
6. Proper Names Listen and learn the foliowing proper names used in the passage.
the Renaissance: 7 # 3%, :
the Middle Ages: P-4,
Leonardo da Vinci: i + 354 (1452-1519), &AFAA, XZEAHARERGSE. BBER, EHANF,
I RAE R
the Mona Lisa; i - #4899 F 20 &(EH - WF),
Thomas Jefferson: #6587 - A ¥:(1743-1826), £ E{ BRI ETIRFEA, FEHEL,
Renaissance man;: £A XS A AMZFEH 7 248 FARFRF ARG A
7. Task Listening2 Listen to the passage again and try to answer the following question in your
own words.
What is the meaning of the term “Renaissance man?”
Answer for reference:
People who are excellent in many different fields.

4. The Industrial Revolution

I. Audio Script

Steam engines. Factory production. Advances in metallurgy and textile manufacturing. All were hallmarks of
- . 5.




