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LESSON 1

France Pays Tribute to Marie Curie

[1] Scientist "Marie Curie® won two Nobel® prizes but
never had the right to vote. She became the first woman to be
buried alongside France’s “great men” in the *Paris Pan-
theon® last Thursday.

(2] She discovered radiation and was the first woman
professor at the *Sorbonne®. She is the first woman to be
buried in the monument in her own right.

[3] The remains of Marie and "Pierre Curie®,partners in
life and in science,were ceremonially laid inside the neo-classi-
cal monument.

[4] Science students carried two wooden coffins up Rue
Soufflot in the heart of Paris’ Latin Quarter to the domed Pan-
theon that bears the inscription: “A nation grateful to its great
men. ” ]

[5] The motto has long angered feminists who cam-
paigned for Marie Curie to be included with the other great
French citizens.

[6] Feminists bitterly recalled she never enjoyed the right
to vote ,only granted to French women after World War T in
1946. . o

[7] The Curies, previously buried in the Paris suburb of
Sceaux, will lie alongside such outstanding Frenchmen as the
writers Voltaire® , Rousseau® and *Victor Hugo® and Socialist
patriarch *Jean Jaures®.

[ 8] Fittingly , Marie Curie will now also be close to the re-
mains of *Paul Langevin® ,another great.scientist who was her

long-time lover after Pierre Curie’s death in 1906. She died in
J— 1 R



1934.

[9] The President of France, *Francois Mitterrand® used
the grand occasion to make a moving plea for women’s equali-
ty.

(10] “In the name of France,I proclaim the hope that e-
quality of rights between men and women may prevail every-
where in the world. The preference granted to men for cen-
turies is unfair and beneath the dignity of civilized societies”,

he said. '
’ [11] Polish President *Lech Walesa® recalled in a brief
address that Marie Curie was born Marie Sklowdska in Poland
and settled in France to pursue her studies when she was 24.

[12] Marie Curie ,who coined (created) the term radioac-
tivity ,shared the "Nobel Prize? for physics with her husband
in 1903 and -received the chemistry prize in 1911.

Comprehension Check

1. Marie Curie was born in .
A.France B.England C.Poland D. Belgium
2. As far as you know ,Marie Curie won two Nobel prizes. The
first was because she discovered . The second was be-
cause she discovered and polonium.
A. radiation ;atom _ B. radioactivity ;carbon
C. relativity ;radium D. radioactivity ;radium
3. According to the article,Marie Curie was
A. the first woman to be buried in Paris Pantheon
B. the first professor at Sorbonne
C. the first woman to be buried in the monument in her own

right
D. all of the above
4. Marie Curie was buried in ____ previously.
A. Sorbonne B. Paris suburb of Sceaux

—_—2 —



15. Rue Soufflot D. Paris’ Latin Quarter
5. The fact that France gave Marie Curie the right to vote indi-

cates that

A. the equality of rights between men and women may pre-
vail everywhere in the world

B. the feminists who campaigned for Marie Curie hav won
victory

C. women’s rights have made progress

D. all of the above

Vocabulary

tribute /'tribju:t/ n. sth. done,said or given to show respect or admira-
tion REHAEXENIT N . SHRNEKHE

vote /vaut/ n. (right to give an)expressien of opinion or will by persons _
for or against sb. or sth. ,esp. by ballot or by putting up of hands 5
CBO s Rl (B 53 %6 (KD

remains /ri'meinz/ n. dead body;corpse Pk ; 33 8%

alongside /o'lon'said/ ad.& prep. against ,close to the side of {55 ; 4} &

pantheon /pzen'fi:on/ n. building in which the illustrious dead are buried
or have memorials ffi A %8; BB (N H & ABE R L AWM RS
/D)

radiation/reidi'eifon/ n. sth. radiated HCH 4 BGRB8 58 5T 6

neo-classical /,ni:au'klaesikl/ a. of or in a style of art,literature or music
that is based on or influenced by the classical style H i it 3 X i)

ceremonially /seri'mounisli/ ad. formally;in special order of ceremony;
formality,for a special event,etc. 1F 7 #l ; D45 B9

coffin /'kofin/ n. chest for a dead person to be buried in ##f ; #&

domed /doumd/ a. having or shaped like a dome [ (E) T ; B 2
PRS2 /A0

inscription /in'skripfon/ n. sth. inscribed ,esp. words cut on a stone (e.
g- a monument)or stamped on a coin or medal &4 ; B ; % EI 30 F
ORISR TR AT RL S LH) |

motto /'motau/ n. short sentence or phrase used as a guide or rule of be-

—_— 3 —
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feminist /'feminist/ n. supporter of feminism %4z 3l &

patriarch /'peitria:k/ n. old man who is greatly respected % 3% B #)
ZA

fittingly /'fitipli/ ad. properly ;suitbly & 24 ; 3& & H#b

plea /pli:/ n. request B3R ;iHFxK

proclaim /pro'kleim/ v¢. make known publicly or officially B & ; 24
EXER

prevail /pri' veil/ vi. be widespread ;be generally seen,done,ete. 8447 ; 5

17
preference /'preforans/ n. the favouring of one person, country, etc. ,
more than another (in+e+) (FE-e«=e+ ROl R

radioactivity / reidiouzk'tivati/ n. (atom) radioactive nature (JE-F#)

)58 iRiR
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" LESSON 2
General Stilwell®

[1] US General Joseph Warren Stilwell was a notable fig-
ure in the history of the war against Japan. He spent much of
his military career in China, where he led both US and 'the
Kuomintang forces.

[2] Joseph W. Stilwell was born into an upper class fami-
ly in Florida in 1883 and grew up near New York. In 1900,the
intelligent and energetic young man was sent by his father to
*West Point® the US Military Academy. After graduation
in 1904, he first served in the Philippines,then became an in-
structor at West Point. During World War I, he did intelligence
work for the American forces in Europe.

[3] Stilwell first came to China in 1911,and spent some
13 years here altogether. He developed a strong feeling for,and
deep understanding of the Chinese people and society. From
1920 to 1923 he served in China as an army language adviser.
Later he served in Tianjin and then as a US military attache in

Betjing.

[4] When World War I broke out, Chiang Kai-shek
asked Stilwell to serve as his *chief of staff®. Later he was as-
signed as head of all US troops in China. In 1942, Stilwell’s
forces were defeated by Japanese troops in Burma. Aged yet
strong-willed , he led the remnant of his command safely to In-
dia after a tough 140-mile jungle trek on foot. In India,Stilwell
retrained his troops, then led them in a successful counterat-
tack against the Japanese in Burma in 1943.

[5] In August 1944, Stilwell was promoted to the rank of
general. But just two months later he was called back to the
US by President Roosevelt,as a result of his conflict with Chi-

_6__



ang Kai-shek. These two leaders disagreed on the distribution
of Chinese troops, material and foreign aid, which led to
Stilwell’s dismissal. This incident made a big stir in Chma at
the time.

[6] In August 1945 Gen. Stilwell received the surrender
of more than 100, 000 Japanese troops in the "Ryukyu is-
lands®. The same year,astrategic supply route linked to the
*Burma Road® was renamed *Stilwell Road® in his honour. Up-
on his death from cancer on October 12,1946, Zhu De,com-
mander of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army,commended
him as a “great friend of the Chinese People. ”

Comprehension Check

1. During World War I,Stilwell wasin
A.China B. Philippines C. Europe D.the U.S.
2. His first job in China was
A. a military attache B. an army language adviser
C. Chiang’s chief of staff -
D. the head of all U. S. troops in China
3. According to the passage,Stilwell had been to all the follow-
ing countries except .
A.India B.Japan C.Burma D. Vietnam
4. Which of the following is NOT true?
A. He was born into a rich family.
B. He was famous in the war against Japan.
C. He loved and understood Chinese people and soclety.
D. Burma Road was renamed Stilwell Road in his honor.
5. Stilwell was dismissed because .
A. his troops had been defeated by the Japanese
B. of his conflict with Chiang Kai-shek
C. he retrained his troops without Chiang’s approval
D. of his friendship with Zhu De

_7~.__



