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When I stand on the Norwegian canyon's summit, the sun slowly ascends into the dawn.
When drifting upon the Aegean Sea, I gaze at the sunsets afterglow slowly retreating into the dusk.
When standing on the Egyptian desert, my eyes gaze upon the Pyramid's magnificent obliques.
When walking along the alleyway in the rugged Nepalese mountains,

the roadside overlooks the simple smiling faces.

| can't help but carry my camera. It halts my footsteps. Eases down my mood. My lens approach
reality with such longing and enticement — it yearns to extend itself into the souls depth. After
observing the antiquated world for a long time, we often judge it through modern eyes and over-
step the gap and reality between them. In this manner, we can use often utilize camera's lens to
capture the world with such exquisite and represent them in a profoundly faithful way!

This essence in photography is what | try to capture in my photographs and the method which |
have always tried to pursue --- both familiar and mysterious.

The everyday continuous hustle and bustle of work has not affected my firm resolve to capture this
essence in photography nor my passion to travel all over the world in obtaining it. Although these
many trips may be sometimes long and wearisome, the photographs from these difficult years of
traveling has created a lifetime of memories and more importantly my memoir. In this way my life
has been an unending collection of memories becoming ever more fulfilling and complete.

From my first journey alone 20 years ago to Hainan carrying a "seagulls" camera worth a mere $30
to the present when | traveling the world with my $7,000 "Hasselblad" camera, the gap between
time and space feels tremendous. How time flies! Everything has changed, but that passion
and fervor to capture this photographic essence has still remained. It is this that has frequently
rejuvenated and awaken me. It has encouraged me to pursue the many goals in life and more
importantly, has inspired me to complete them --- Each time a dream has been completed in my
life — | look on that wall which exhibits my photographs and it arouses such feelings of content
and happiness in which words cannot describe --- My life is indeed very rich.

Each time | review these pictures all the fond recollections from those journeys will forever come
vividly in my mind. | can still recall all the extraordinary stories from my travels. These experi-
ences are like waking dreams my life. From the first time | hovered in the thick cloud laden sky
of the Himalaya Mountains on aparaglider. | rented to Amazon jungle, with proud enthusiasm, |
took $750 to rent an hour seaplane in air to shoot Amazon River's bleak but beautiful scenery. In
Tahiti, in Sahara Desert, in Antarctica, in the North Pole, in the intense 50 degrees summer heat
or extreme 40 degrees below zero cold, the joy and sadness | have experienced will be come im-
mortalized into something that will never be forgotten and will remain with me forever.

Because of the page limit required in this book, the pictures selected in this artistic photography
collection are only a few of the many images | have captured during my many journeys; traversing
into different nations, borders, geography, among humanities as well through the change in time
and space. They represent only one kind of translations and feelings, but personally they are the
classics which | cherish. As for others, | believe it will open their heart into a new and refreshing
world.

Richard Meng Dec, 7, 2006

Los Angeles international airport, USA
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Hearing that there is the famous “midnight
sunset”, | had been waited for 3 hours on the
seashore still midnight, when | saw the sky get
darker and darker.
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