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Li Xiwu, born in Zhongshan City. graduated from the oil painting
department of China Central Academy of Fine Arts. Huadong Branch

He is now a member of China Artists Association.
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Knowing little about fine arts, | am much surprised at the invitation from Mr. Li Xiwu to write a preface for his
new album. T would like to take this invitation as a bonus for me,'| once asked him to give me a piece of his works
years ago; however, years later, he asked me to give it back to him and gave me a new one in return! When | asked
him why. he told me: “In consideration of the contributions you have made to Zhongshan these years, you deserve a
better one.” What an honor for me!

Art is his life, pure, noble and sacred in his eye. He worships art, just like Tibetan pilgrims worship the
towering snow mountains he depicts in his pictures, in a manner that even a slight trace of deception or affectation
is intolerable. He treats his friends the same way. I know he has always regarded me as a friend and art worker. All
unnecessary formalities are abandoned in the friendship between us. I always fecl real and easy with him and have a
sense of unguarded comfort when he calls me directly by my name instead of my official title as others do.

It is difficult to imagine what kind of a man he is by looking at his paintings only, while understanding what kind
of a man he is enables us to understand his paintings in a keener sense. He presents with oil paints his life experience
and passions, passions a hundred times more flaming than cither his appearance or his works. He spent half of his
life in Sinkiang. The term “the second hometown™ is not strong enough to express his love for that place. Every time
‘when he talks about Sinkiang he couldn’t hold his tongue as if he were bewitched.

Once when he was at one of his friends’ home discussing matters concerning his paintings, suddenly, he jumped
out of the door like an arrow that just left the bow. A minute later, he came back and said in a tone of selfF-mockery:
1 thought the girl passing by was my daughter.” This is how he loves: once in love, he loves with his whole heart.
This is the very way he loves his family, his friends, his life and art. People say that what one thinks decides what one
looks, and 1 say that what one thinks decides how one does with arts.

1 am not a painter; therefore | am not in the right position to make any comments on paintings. And since there
have already been comments and evaluations on Mr. Li’s works in the fine arts community, it is not necessary for me
to write any possibly inappropriate judgements about his paintings. I am here 10 write about the artist himself in order

for his audience to understand his paintings better. The purpose we publish The Album of Oil Paintings by Li Xiwu is

to save a batch of quality works of art for our city as well as to contribute to the discovery and promotion of talented

artists in our city.

Zheng Jisi, Director of ing, Press & Publishing Bureau

December, 2006
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