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Preface

On March 3 ", 2003, the emblem of 2008 Olympic Games in
Beijing —— “Chinese Seal - Dancing Beijing” was made known to the
public. The birth of this emblem has aroused great attention and
widespread interest in Chinese Seal culture among people home and
abroad.

Chinese seal is a unique culture which integrates Chinese
calligraphy, fine arts and sculpture into one artistic form. As a traditional
art in China, it combines profound humanistic and historic connotation with
distinctive national flavors. Traced back to ancient times as early as Shang
Dynasty, the seal culture boasts a long history of more than 3, 000 years. To
sum up, seal culture emerges and arises in response to the times and
conditions when social economy and politics developed to a certain
degree. In the course of being more and more widely applied in various
social, economic and cultural fields, the seal culture hands down the
present and evolves into a unique cultural phenomenon which represents
the ancient Chinese civilization.

During the period of pre — Qin Dynasty, seal was called “Xi”. After
the First Emperor of Qin unified China in 221 B. C. ,only the imperial or

the royal seal is called “Xi” according to regulation. Later other names for

seal appeared, such as “Yin”, “Zhang”, “Yinzhang”, “Bao”, “Ji”, “Zhu

”

ji”, “Guangfang” (official seal), “Hua ya” (cipher) . Seal falls into two
major categories: official seal and private seal. A proof of governmental
post, the official seal signifies administrative authority, of which the
imperial seal serves as a symbol of the nation’s supreme political
power. Used as a personal proof, keepsake or pendant, private seal emerges
in correspondence with the growing interpersonal contacts and husiness
trade in social life. Bascally, seal serves to be a kind of proof, credit and
promise. With the constant social development, seal is endowed with
pronounced cultural connotation and develops into a conventional art.
Portraiture seal refers to the seal cast, drilled and engraved with the

portrait of people, birds, animals, fishes and insects as well as various




patterns. With ingenious and original composition, the emblem®Chinese
Seal + Dancing Beijing”has drawn its inspiration from the Chinese character
“Jing” which stands for  “Beijing”, the host of 2008 Olympic
Games. Desinged into a human form flying and dancing with joy, this em-
blem employs the means of artistic expression which combines the character
seal with portraiture seal by skillfully compromising the form of o-
val — shaped seal, the style of portraiture seal, and the techniques of
intagliated — character seal, which realizes merging the unique Chinese
traditional art boasting a long history and Olympic Games representing
modern civilization into one organic whole. With the trust and responsibility
that the big Olympic family and International Olympic Committee have
entrusted to China and Beijing, the small emblem stands for the solemn
promises that China, with a population of 1. 3billion, has made to the whole
world. As a gem of Chinese culture, “Chinese Seal + Dancing Beijing” may
be rated as an exotic flower in the garden of Chinese seals.

It’s Chinese people’s pride that Beijing has won the right to host
2008 Olympic Games. This tremendous sense of pride in our ancient and
splendid Chinese seal culture is further aroused by the birth of “Chinese
Seal + Dancing Beijing”. At the great moment when the whole nation is
jubilant and the worldwide attention is attracted to this occasion, we with a
sincere and deep love towards Chinese culture and sense of responsibility to
carry forward Chinese traditional seal culture, have planned and edited this
book, Chinese Seal. It collects the essence of portraiture seals during the
period of Shang, Zhou and Qin Dynasties, as well as the masterpieces in
which the contemporary portraiture seal artists have expressed and
interpreted the Olympic Spirit along with ancient Chinese tradition and folk
customs of various nationalities. We would like to contribute these
remarkable works, which are like beautiful drops gathered from the
immense and deep ocean of Chinese seal culture to 2008 Beijing Olympic
Games and to all seal - loving people home and abroad who show their
solicitude, support and affection for and involve themselves in
Olympics. May Chinese seal culture, with its long history of development,
deep cultural connotation and splendid artistic charm, advance towards the

wholewide world along with Beijing Olympic Games.
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