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Abstract

In 1957, Ou - Yang Yu — chien summarized the early status of Chinese drama
in Recollection of Chunliu Troupe and pointed out the differences of the script,
performance and dramaturgy between the drama of Chunliu Troupe and that of oth-
er modern drama. The author of the thesis believes that these differences embody
Ou - Yang Yu — chiens unique understanding of drama essence, dramaturgy and
hence his different practice in drama performance, which closely related to his idea
of "true drama" . This thesis is a tentative analysis of Ou - Yang Yu — chiens dra-
ma idea, practice and the corresponding paradox.

In the preface, points concerning the study will be made clear, including the
clearing up of the main referrence material collected and edited by the author and
the introduction of the main structure of the thesis.

In Chapter one, the author will put forward and analyse the following issues
concerning the base of " true drama" ; the " true drama" is based on " histrioni-
cism" , which is opposed to the narrative tradition of the old drama and the other
modemn drama; the performance of the " true drama" is naturally in accordance
with the certain gituation of the play, which is opposed to the direct speech to the
audience in spite of the plot; the " true drama" calls for performance conforming to
the script, which is opposed to the traditional way of optional performing on the
stage; the " true drama" seek for harmonious realization on the stage, in which
some latter — day principles of the western drama were adopted; the " true drama"
emphasize that the performance of drama should be a systematical and harmonious
whole, which is opposed to the randomicity, disorder and inconsistency of the old
Chinese drama.

In Chapter two, the author will describe the practice of the " true drama" and
the characteristic of its art. In his early practice, Ou — Yang Yu — chien cried up
the close combination of inner experience and outer representation. He had a clear
sense of director and required the interdependence of actors when dealing with
stage lines and body performance. In the later stage, he pointed out that " stage
lines" and " body performance” is the "two pillars of drama performance” . He al-
so advocated the embodiment of traditional Chinese technique and aesthetic purport
in drama performance, which attach importance to the inner experience of the per-
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former. This should be regarded as his innovation and development of the modern
Chinese drama. _

In Chapter three, the paradox of the " true drama" is under consideration.
The following problems are involved: this paradox occurred when the character of
drama and the subject matter are concerned and ‘the study of this paradox shall re-
veal different thought, point and position on the function, purpose and subject
matter of modern Chinese drama in 20th century. The essential problem of it is the
relationship between art and politics; owing to the social context and the dual -
personality of the artist, the "true drama" transferred to " common people drama"
and " problem drama". The Chinese " Ibsenism" had been developed in Chinese
playdom ; what originally cherished by the " true drama" transferred from the repre-
sentation of the " complex, delicate and labyrinthian inner part of the character" to
that of the abstract political idea and problem, and the basic principle of art was
ignored; the purpose of the " true drama" of Ou - Yang Yu - chien rocked be-
tween "for art" and " for society" , and gradually became the art " for ideologys
sake" and the drama of religion and drama of philosophy, which lost the true
meaning of art and thus without animation; the problem of the " true drama" is no
other than the problem of "man" , and with the political and social impact, what
the "true drama" revealed is only exterior attachment while the revealing of man$
life and soul is in vain.

The last Chapter is conclusion in which reflection on the value and signifi-

cance of Ou — Yang Yu — chiens "true drama" shall be made.
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