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#* * ABOUT THE AUTHOR *** SHIH-FANG CHEN

Dr. Chen was born in Taipei, Taiwan, on March
30, 1938 and received his education at National
Cheng-Kung University, Taiwan and the University
of Washington, Seattle, Washington, U.S. A, from
the former university he graduvated with the degree
of BSCE with first-class honors in 1960. In 1968
he received the degree of MSCE and in 1972 he was
awarded Ph. D. from the latter University.

From 1960 until 1967, Dr. Chen was employed by
the Taiwan Railway Administration. From 1969 to
1972, Dr. Chen worked at Tracey, Bronstrom & Dudly,
Seattle, Washington. In 1972 he was Chairman of
Civil Engineering Department, Tamkang College of
Arts and Sciences, Taiwan, Republic of Chima.

Dr. Chen holds membership in Sigma Xi, the
American Society of Civil Engineers, the Japanese
Society of Soil Mechanics and Foundation Enginee-
ring, and the Chinese Society of Civil Engineers.
He is a registered civil engineer both in Taiwan
and Washington, U.S.A.

At the TRA, as the Chief of Bridge and Tunnel



Division, and now assistant superintendent of Civil
Engineering Department. Dr. Chen has devoted his
efforts primarily to the application of Soil Mecha-
nics to design and construction. Dr. Chen has
written over 50 papers on various aspects of Soil
Mechanics, Foundation Engineering, and Structure.
His textbook, Theoretical Soil Mechanics and
Foundations in Engineering Practice, is a widely
used book, both by students and by practicing
engineers in Taiwan and Hong-Kong.

Dr.. Chen has worked as Consulting Engineer for
many private enterprises. He has been the recipi-
ent of the Chinese Institute of Engineers’ Prize
for his paper —” HEarth Pressures Against Excavat-
ion Support Structures ”, and has also been the
recipient of Chia Hsin Foundation Award for the .
aforesaid textbook in the Republic of China.
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Professor Hsieh was born in Zen, Chekiang, on
March 20, 1922. He graduated from the National
Central University, Chungking, the war-time capital
of China, with a B.S. degree in civil engineering
in 1944, and received his M.S. degree in civil
engineering from the University of Washington,
Seattle, Washington, U.S.A., in 1955. During his
stay in the U.S. from 1954 to 1962, he worked for
many industrial firms and organizations, which
included practical experience as 2 bridge designer
for the Washington State Highway Department and
Moll Bridge Authority.

In 1962, he returned to Taiwan and held the
position of Professor of Civil Engineering in the
Chungyuan College of Science and Engineering.

Since 1965, he has been professor of Civil Engin-
eering at National Taiwan University.

Professor Hsieh is the author of the Elementary
Theory of Structures and Elementary Steel Structures
published by the Prentice-Hall, Inc., N.J, U.S.A.
in 1970 and 1973 respectively. The comments from



those using the two books are overwhelmingly
favorable. Many American universities including
U.C. Berkeley have since accepted Hsieh’s Element-
ary Theory of Struetures as the textbook for the
first course in structural analysis of civil engi-
neering. The Spanish edition of this book was
published by Prentice-Hall Intermational in 1973.
The recently published Matrix Analysis of Struct-
ures by Professor Hsieh in Taiwan is a sequel to
his Elementary Theory of Structures.

Professor Hsieh is a member of the Sigma Xi.
engineering honor society.
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