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I. Starting Up

A. Work in pairs, taking turns to talk about what you expected college life to be
before you entered the university. In what aspects do you find it different from
the present college life?

B. Make a comparison of the major differences between middle school life and

college life. Compare yours with your partner’s to find out the major differences
and similarities.

Middle School Life College Life

10
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C. Match the words in Column A with the corresponding definitions in Column B,
and give their Chinese equivalents in the brackets. Then tick those you think
are university education related. Next, think of more university related words or
expressions, and write them down in the box below. Finally, compare yours with
your partner’s.

( ) 1. curriculum a) a student who stays away from school without
permission

( ) 2. book worm b) a unit that can form part of a course of study,
especially at a college or university in Britain

( ) 3. teacher’s pet c) a person who unduly emphasizes unimportant
details and rules, especially when learning or

| teaching
( ) 4. supervisor ' d) a person who watches people while they are

taking an exam to make sure that they have
everything they need, that they keep to the

rules, etc.

( ) 5. module | e) a person who likes reading very much

( ) 6. major f) the subjects that are included in a course of
study or taught in a school, college, etc.

( ) 7. pedant g) a long piece of writing completed by a student

as part of a university degree, based on their
own research :

( ) 8. invigilator/proctor | h) a completed unit of a student’s work that forms
part of a course, especially at a university

( ) 9. thesis i) a person who leaves school or college before
he/she has finished his/her studies

( ) 10. credit j) a student who is especially favored by a teacher
and consequently resented by other students

( ) 11. dropout k) the state or period of a student getting practical
experience in a job

( ) 12. internship 1) the number of people who are present at an
event or institution

( ) 13. truant m) the main subject or course of a student at
college or university

( ) 14. attendance ' n) a document showing that a person has
completed a course of study or part of his/her
education

( ) 15. diploma o) a teacher assigned to supervise the work of an

_ individual student, especially research done by
| agraduate student

A7 —
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Il. Listening

A. Listen to a student talking about his first year college life, and write down what
he mentions about the differences between college life and middle school life.

B. Listen to the passage describing the fears freshmen may face, and complete the
following table.

TR R

1
2
3.
4

____ MW
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C. Listen to the passage again, and complete the following sentences.

1. Worrying about paying for college isn’t the only struggle
freshmen face. money is often an even bigger scare.

2. Anxiety over performance is common. You should not be
afraid to help and ask professors questions about material
you don’t understand, or work with a in a study group.

3. Most students change their at least three times before their

year.

4, It’s to miss family and friends, but creating a new support
system is essential to your success.

5. is a whole new world and you’ve just earned your passport,
so buckle up and enjoy the ride.

IIl. Discussion

A. Pair Work
Work in pairs, telling each other the rough impression your university has made
on you so far.

B. Group Work
It has been some time since you arrived at the university. Work in small groups,
telling one another the fears you are facing as a freshman.

C. Since the 1990s, the concept of quality-oriented education to encourage
a student’s creative spirit and ability—rather than the centuries-old tradition
in China of “teaching for examination and learning for examination”—has
gradually found its place in Chinese education. As you see it, what are the merits
and demerits of test-oriented education and quality-oriented education? When
you’ve finished, compare yours with your partner’s. Finally, discuss in small
groups why it is difficult to introduce quality-oriented education in many schools

in China.
Exam-oriented Education Quality-oriented Education
Merits Demerits Merits Demerits

13 —
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|[ntensive Reading

Universities and Their Function
Alfred North Whitehead"

1 The universities are schools of education, and schools of research. But the
primary reason for their existence is not to be found either in the mere knowledge
conveyed to the students or in the mere opportunities for research afforded to the
members of the faculty.

2 The justification for a university is that it preserves the connection between
knowledge and the zest of life, by uniting the young and the old in the imaginative
consideration of learning. The university imparts information, but it imparts it
imaginatively. At least, this is the function which it should perform
for society. A university which fails in this respect has no reason for
existence. This atmosphere of excitement, arising from imaginative
consideration, transforms knowledge. A fact is no longer a bare
fact: it is invested with all its possibilities. It is no longer a burden
on the memory: it is energizing as the poet of our dreams, and as
the architect of our purposes.

3 Imagination is not to be divorced from the facts: it is a way of
illuminating the facts. It works by eliciting the general principles
which apply to the facts, as they exist, and then by an intellectual
survey of alternative possibilities which are consistent with those
principles. It enables men to construct an intellectual vision of a new
world, and it preserves the zest of life by the suggestion of satisfying
purposes.

4 Youth is imaginative, and if the imagination be strengthened by discipline,
this energy of imagination can in great measure be preserved through life. The
tragedy of the world is that those who are imaginative have but slight experience,
and those who are experienced have feeble imaginations. Fools act on imagination
without knowledge; pedants act on knowledge without imagination. The task of a
university is to weld together imagination and experience.

5 These reflections upon the general functions of a university can be at once
translated in terms of the particular functions of a business school. We need not
flinch from the assertion that the main function of such a school is to produce men
with a greater zest for business.

6 In a simpler world, business relations were simpler, being based on the

s 14
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