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The 7ime 100: Bruce Lee

® By Joel Stein

In 1959 a short, skinny, bespectacled 18-year-old kid from Hong
Kong traveled to America. In an America where the Chinese were still
stereotyped as meek house servants and railroad workers, Bruce Lee was
all steely sinew, threatening stare and cocky, pointed finger—a Clark Kent
who didn’t need to change outfits.' He was the redeemer, not only for the
Chinese but for all the geeks and dorks and pimpled teenage masses that
washed up at the theaters to see.his action movies.” He was David®, with
spin-kicks and flying leaps more captivating than any slingshot.
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Lee never looked like Arnold Schwarzenegger or achieved
immortality. He died at 32 under a cloud of controversy, in his mistress’s
home, of a brain edema, which an autopsy* said was caused by a strange
reaction to a painkiller. At that point, he had starred in only three released
movies, one of which was unwatchably bad, the other two of which were
watchably bad.’

It’s the moments between the plot points that are worth watching.
It was the ballet of precision violence that flew off the screen; every
combination you can create in Mortal Kombat can be found in a Lee
movie. And even with all the special-effects money that went into
The Matrix, no one could make violence as beautiful as Lee’s. He had
a cockiness that passed for® charisma. And when he whooped like a
crane, jumped in the air and simultaneously kicked two bad guys into
unconsciousness, all while punching out two others mostly offscreen, you
knew the real Lee could do that too.

He spent his life turning his small body into a large weapon. As a
child actor back in Hong Kong, Lee appeared in 20 movies and rarely
in school. He was part of a small gang that was big enough to cause his
mother to ship him to America before his 18th birthday so he could claim
his dual-citizenship and avoid winding up in jail. Boarding at a family
friend’s Chinese restaurant in Seattle, Lee got a job teaching the Wing
Chun’ style of martial arts that he had learned in Hong Kong. In 1964, at a
tournament in Long Beach, Calif., Lee, an unknown, ripped through black
belt Dan Inosanto so quickly that Inosanto asked to be his student.®
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Shortly after, Lee landed his first U.S. show-biz role: Kato in The
Green Hornet, a 1966—1967 TV superhero drama from the creators
of Batman. With this minor celebrity, he attracted students like Steve
McQueen and James Coburn to a martial art he called Jeet Kune Do.
Living in L.A., he became the vanguard on all things *70s. A rebel, he
flouted the Boxer-eta tradition of not teaching kung fu to Westerners even
as he hippily railed against the robotic exercises of other martial arts that
prevented self-expressive violence. One of his admonitions: “Research
your own experiences for the truth. Absorb what is useful... Add what is
specifically your own... The creating individual... is more important than
any style or system.”

Despite his readiness to embrace American individuality and culture,
Lee couldn’t get Hollywood to embrace him, so he returned to Hong
Kong to make films. In these films, Lee chose to represent the little guy,
though he was a very cocky little guy. And so, in his movies, he’d fight
for the Chinese against the invading Japanese or the small-town family
against the city-living drug dealers. There were, for some reason, usually
about 100 of these enemies, but they mostly died as soon as he punched
them in the face.

The films set box-office records in Asia, and so Hollywood finally
gave him the American action movie he longed to make. But Lee died
a month before the release of his first U.S. film, Enter the Dragon. The
movie would make more than $200 million, and college kids would pin
Lee posters next to Che Guevara’s’. In the end, Lee could only exist
young and in the movies.

.........................................................................................................
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The Last Buccaneer

@ By George Norton

On a warm afternoon, Johnny Depp walks into a luxury suite at the
Chateau Marmont in Los Angeles. Oddly, he is dressed like a pirate. A
faded paisley do-rag' is tied around his head. Smaller strips of cloth are
braided into his hair, and he has gold caps on several teeth. His loose
white T-shirt, with its blue horizontal stripes, may be more sailor than
pirate, but it’s definitely in the nautical family.

We should note that Depp has not come directly from the set of his
most famous film, Pirates of the Caribbean, where he played the role
of flamboyant pirate captain Jack Sparrow. When I mention this fact to
Gore Verbinski, the director of all three Pirates movies, he professes no
surprise. “That’s the Johnny I know,” Verbinski said. “He’s always half-
Jack.”

...........................................................................................................
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At forty-four, Depp seems little changed by time. His face remains
boyish. And he still appears uncomfortable in the spotlight. He speaks in
a low voice, and even when he laughs, and his eyes light up in a manner
suggesting a love of mischief, his tone remains cautious, and his body
language reserved.

Depp never wanted to be a movie star. Depp’s looks make his
success in Hollywood seex;l inevitable. Yet there was no obvious predictor
for Depp to enjoy the specific type of success he’s pulled off.” It’s a great
story: Former teen idol rebels against the Hollywood star system and
transforms himself into one of the most daring and eccentric screen actors

of his generation.

Birth and Childhood

John Christopher Depp was born on June 9, 1963, in Owensboro,
Kentucky, as the youngest of four children. Depp had the kind of
upbringing that would readily lend itself to his future portrayals of
brooding lost boys. His parents divorced when he was 16. The studious
teenager picked up a whole new passion: the guitar.’ He got it as a present
from his mother. He taught himself playing the guitar and it became his
obsession. Depp fronted a series of garage bands;’ the most successful
of these, The Kids. Hoping to striké a chord as famous rockers, the Kids
moved to Los Angeles. During slack times in the music business, Depp
sold pens by phone in order to support himself, but he and his fellow

rockers decided to break up and move on.
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