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Ancient Greek democracy is a model of ruling by the majority in
history. From ancient time up to now, scholars have always been inter-
ested in this ruling method. Since 18th century, with the development
of modern Western democracy, ancient Greek democracy supplied more
information for the politicians and theorists and expressed their political
ideal, So the study on ancient Greek democracy has been fruitful and
gone deeper and deeper, as a result, over 70 books and countless articles
on ancient Greek democracy have been published. Based on available re-
searches of the former scholars, this book attempts to study the devel-
opment of researches in ancient Greek democracy since 18th century.

Attention is paid to two important problems in this book:

Firstly, the social ideology in different periods has effects on the re-
searches in ancient Greek democracy. Since 18th century, with the e-
mergence and the rapid development of modern Western democracy, the
researches in ancient Greek democracy have been prosperous. And we
find, in the history of this development, there are several key periods
when the scholars paid more passion to this subject, published more
books and more important articles, and were interested in more various
aspects of the researches in ancient Greek democracy. So this book is di-
vided into seven chapters according to these key periods, i.e., the re-
searches in ancient Greek democracy in 18th and 19th century, at the
end of 19th century and the beginning of 20th century, after the Second
World War, from Eighties of 20th century up to now. And because
there are too many new ideas and new methods in researches in ancient
Greek democracy from 1980s, 1 leave two chapters for this period: one

chapter makes a general summary for the researches during this period,
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and the other chapter introduces some famous scholars. The sixth chap-
ter is for Marxist researches in ancient Greek democracy including the
researches of Western Marxists and the scholars in Soviet Union. The
seventh chapter introduces the researches“pf domestic scholars.

Secondly, in the view of the general development tendency, the re-
searches in ancient Greek democracy have expressed, to some extent,
objectiveness, hereditability and predictability. And this development is
up to a real ancient Greek democracy. Up to now, the various aspects of
ancient Greek Democracy have been studied. Especially since Eighties of
last century, based on the traditional problems, the scholars have paid
much attention on the culture and ancient Greek ideology, and the res-
toration of the ancient Greek democracy seems to be more vividly. So
this book also introduces the prosperous fruits that the former scholars
have achieved.

It is necessary to study on the researches in ancient Greek democra-
cy, for we can generalize and analyze the researches since 18th century.
Only based on these fruitful researches, we can know what should do in
next step on this subject, and krow the direction of the study. And on
the other hand, from the study on the researches in ancient Greek de-
mocracy , the changes in the thoughts and theories in the development of

modern Western democracy were circuitously observed.
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