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Most of the essays in this collection use analytical approaches to
philosophy. Under the influence of Alvin Plantinga, analytical philoso-
phy of religion is the dominant approach in the west. I’d like to ex-
plore, in this introduction, why analytic approaches to the philosophy
of religion are valuable.

The two primary schools of Western philosophy are analytic and
continental. Analytic philosophy is often called ” Anglo — American”
philosophy because of its roots in the British Isles and the United
States. It more properly should be called Anglo — American — German
— Austrian because some of the major influences were Austrian or Ger-
man such as Edmund Husserl, Gottlob Frege and Ludwig Wittgenstein .
British analytic philosophers include G. E. Moore, Bertrand Russell,
Gilbert Ryle and J. L. Austin. American analytic philosophers include
W. V. O. Quine, Saul Kripke and Alvin Plantinga. Let me note at
the outset that analytic philosophy is just a method, not a body of sub-
stantial philosophical doctrines. For example, the list of analytic phi-

losophers includes prominent theists such as Alvin Plantinga and Saul
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Kripke (and likely Witigenstein) and prominent atheists such as Rus-
sell and Quine. Nothing can be inferred about a philosopher’s beliefs
from their designation as an analytic philosopher.

Continental philosophy originated in continental Europe, particu-
larly France and Germany. Tracing its lineage to Immanuel Kant anFl
G. W. F. Hegel, representative figures include Martin Heidegger,
Jean ~ Paul Sartre, Michel Foucault, and Jacques Derrida.

There has traditionally been a great deal of hostility between these
two schools, but this is largely based on caricature. Analytic philoso-
phy is caricatured as synonymous with logical positivism or as obsessed
with fine but meaningless distinctions; continental philosophy is often
caricatured as nihilistic and disdainful of logical argument. But these
are just caricatures. ‘

In analytic philosophy, priority is places on distilling the essential
propositions and arguments from texts in order to evaluate their cogen-
cy. In other words, the goal of philosophy is to address problems by
clearly defining the terms of a debate and then constructing good argu-
ments which attempt to establish true conclusions. This has led analytic
philosophy to a vigorous role for logic and analysis.

Continental philosophy exhibits a concern for the inescapability of
tradition and for the existential rather than logical aspect of philosophy .
There is a deep sense in continental philosophy of the historical nature
of philosophy and human convictions. It has also developed an increas-

ing sense of the loss of transcendence.
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It should not be surprising, therefore, that Western discussions of
philosophy of religion have found more fertile ground in analytic philos-
ophy. With the Humean, positivistic and Enlightenment attacks on the
existence of God and the rationality of religious belief, it seems natural
to respond with arguments aimed at establishing the existence of God
and the rationality of religious belief. When the very concept of God
has come under attack, Christians have responded with careful analysis
and defense of the coherence of theism. Again logic and analysis seem
best suited to the attacks on religious belief.

Alvin Plantinga is noted as the analytic philosopher of religion.
He has used the most powerful tools of logic and analysis to adequately
defend the existence of God in the face of evil, the rationality of reli-
gious belief and the coherence of theistic belief. He has made atheists
concede intellectual “space” for Christian belief. Those of us who have
followed him stand gratefully within his great shadow.

It is my hope that as China develops the study of philosophy of reli-
gion that serious and sustained training in logic and analysis will yield a
distinctly Chinese analytic philosophy of religion. If that should happen,
the 20th conference should prove a very exciting exchange of ideas.

On behalf of the American participants, 1’ d like to thank Zhao
Dunhua and especially Xing Taotao for hosting and organizing this ex-

cellent conference.

Kelly Clark
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