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[ Abstract)

ernance asserts that international environment governance

Almost all the literature on global gov-

is an important part of global governance and UN is one
of the key elements in the system of the international en-
vironmental governance. Notwithstanding the popularity
of “global environmental governance” outside the UN,
this concept is still debatable, both academically and polit-
ically. The UN member-states have not yet reached agree-
ment on this issue, and there are no official UN docu-
ments that have provisions on the role of the UN in inter-
national environmental governance. Therefore, to ex-
plore this issue, the author must first understand and ex-
plain the role of the UN in international environmental
governance. This essay draws two conclusions. First, de-
spite the disagreement among the member-states, the UN
has accepted the basic principles of the concept of interna-
tional environmental governance and has been consciously
trying to put these principles into practice. Second, it is
not feasible, either technically or politically, to establish a
strong centralized international environmental governance
system under the leadership of the UN. The most promis-
ing proposal is to establish a loose governance mechanism
of the international environment that is conducted and

coordinated by the UN.
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