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Foreword

When the 65th anniversary of "July 7th Incident in 1937" is imminent, facing the fact that the Prime Minis-
ter of Japan paid homage to Yasukuni twice a year and some organizations take advantage of textbooks to distort
history and the right wing influence increases, I want to spare some time to write something, then example book
of Evidence of Atrocities---Japanese Military Aggression into China Recorded by Photos, one documentary
picture album, which is carefully planned by the News Information Center of People Daily and edited by a
patriotic youth, Li Rongsi, was sent to me. And I was asked to write a foreword for it. I cheerily agreed.

The pictures in the album are selected from China Incident Picture Album, China Incident portrait Album
and Naval Fighting Portrait Album of East Asia Holy War etc., which were for propaganda of aggression war and
encouraging morale of "Holy War" and accelerating the speed of aggression at that time. These pictures were
taken by the reporters with the Japanese army or soldiers and left many true records of evidence on atrocities like
bombing, raping, killing, robbing and even the use of poisonous gas for thousands of times. At that time, these
pictures were for show of military successes, but today they become the convincing evidence of Japanese ag-
gression into China.

Monstrous crimes, irrefutable evidence. The picture albums, like China Incident Pictures Album, are not
collected even in the Memorial of the War of Resistance Against Japan. So it is obvious that the picture album
with the pictures taken by the aggressors themselves and reflecting their own atrocities is unassailable and has
great values for collection and historical materials. It can help many readers, especially youth and students
understand the bitter and catastrophic history of the Chinese Nation. The people of China should remember the
monstrous crimes of Japanese army forever. Remember the ancient precepts that poverty means being knocked
about and later generations should draw lessons from the history.

The history of Japanese aggression into China should not be distorted and cannot be distorted. in recent
years, small part of Japanese always try to distort history by revising the textbooks and glorifing the war of
aggression and want to call back the spirit of the war criminals. They want vainly to deny the history and revive
the militarism. They pay homage to Yasukuni again and again, and challenge the history with the will of reviving
the militarism step by step. Facing the facts that hurt feelings of Chinese people and Asian-pacific people, we can
only criticize the Japanese right-wingers who still dream of reviving militarism with inarguable historical truth
and make them self-question themselves carefully. Both of us, along with the people of Japan who also love
peace, should guard against these right-wingers.

After the war of Japanese aggression into China, people both in China and Japan, with the efforts of the
leaders of two countries, shake hand again and resume the friendly relations. This year is the 30th anniversary of
resuming of Sino-Japanese friendly relations. In order to consolidate and develop the basis of Sino-Japanese
friendly relations, the Japanese government and people should admit and self-question the crimes committed by
Japanese militarists in China’s history. They should face the history and should not hurt Chinese people again
and should not scatter salt on the historical wounds. Let the people of Japan, China and the world draw lessons

from history and defend the peace and happiness of the human society together.

People's Revolution Military Museum of China Yuan Wei
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