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f there is anything that may be properly be called happiness here
below?!, 1 am persuaded it is the union of two persons who love each

other with perfect liberty, who are united by a secret inclination, and satisfied
with each other's merits. Their hearts are full and leave no vacancy for any
other passion; they enjoy perpetual tranquility because they enjoy content ...

What cannot letters inspire? They have souls; they can speak; they have
in them all that force which expresses the transports of the heart; they have
all the fire of our passions. They can raise them as much as if the persons
themselves were present. They have all the tenderness and the delicacy of
speech, and sometimes even a boldness of expression beyond it. Letters were
first invented for consoling such solitary wretches as myself!... Having lost
the substantial® pleasures of seeing and possessing you, I shall in some
measure compensate® this loss by the satisfaction I shall find in your
writing. There I shall read your most sacred thoughts...

These pleasures of love which we tasted together were so sweet to me
that the memory cannot displease me nor can they be erased from my mind.
Whichever way 1 turn, they present themselves, they thrust* themselves upon
my gaze with the desires which they awaken; their deceiving images do not
spare even my sleep. In the solemnity of the mass, when prayer should be
purer than at any other time, the licentious pictures of these pleasures so take
this miserable heart that I am more occupied by their baseness® than by
prayer. I ought to groan for the faults I have committed, and I sigh only after

those which I can no more commit.




It is not only that which we have done, it is the hours, it is the places
which have witnessed what we have done, which are so deeply graven on my
heart with thy image, that I find myself again with thee in the same places,
during the same hours, doing the same things: even asleep I find no repose.
Sometimes the movements of my body betray the thoughts in my soul, words
escape me which I cannot keep back...
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