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Work in small groups and discuss the following questions .

American schools tend to put more emphasis on developing critical
thinking skills than they do on acquiring quantities of facts. American
students are encouraged to express their own opinions in class and think
for themselves, a reflection of the American values of individual freedom
and self-reliance. The goal of the American education system is to teach
children how to learn and to help them reach their maximum potential.

The development of social and interpersonal skills may be considered
as important as the development of intellectual skills. To help students
develop these other important skills, schools have added a large number
of extracurricular activities (activities outside classroom studies) to daily
life at school. These activities are almost as important as the students’
class work. For example, in making their decisions about which students
to admit, colleges look for students who are “well-rounded.” Grades on
high school courses and scores on tests like the SAT (Scholastic Aptitude
Test) are very important, but so are the extracurricular activities. It is
by participating in these activities that students demonstrate their special
talents, their level of maturity and responsibility, their leadership quali-
ties, and their ability to get along with others.

1. What do American schools tend to emphasize more in terms of students’
academic achievement?
2. tn what way are the American values of individual freedom and self-reti-
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integrated Skills 1

ance reflected in education?

3. What is the goal of the American education system?

4; In addition to the development of intellectual skills, what other skills are
considered important to develop in American schools?

5. What kind of students do colleges look for when they are making decisions

about admission?

2 Listening for Ideas 2

Listen to a passage on “ The Money Value of Education in America” and

then answer the following questions.

1. Why do Americans value education for its monetary value?

2. What is the widespread belief in the United States about the relationship
between schooling and income?

3. What subjects are considered as having lower money value in comparison
with medicine and law?

4. In the past, it was possible to get a high-paying factory job without a
college education. Where did workers learn their skills?

5. What is the change in the job market in the United States in recent years
with respect to the advent of new technologies?

3 Previewing £

1. Of all the knowledge you have acquired from school education, which do
you think is the most important and necessary for your work and life?

2. Are you willing to sacrifice “how to” knowledge for those general princi-
ples which are related to virtues that could make life truly worthwhile?

What Knowledge Is of Most Worth’

Harry S. Broudy

KB What knowledge is of most worth? Hesbert Snenser made this
question famous in his 1859 essay, but it has préodcupked éducators from
the beginning of formal schooling. This is so for a number of reasons.
first, human life is multi-valued-and the values are not always in harmony;

second, formal schooling &Wtafls an investment of limited time and



money, so that choices always have to be made. Furthermore, educators

are always aware ghat mistakes in schpoling are not easily corrected. The

pupil cannot be dé-prdgraifinéd at will, any more than rubber worn off a
--prograinmed at w

tire can be restored by running the car in reverse.

Socrates and Isocrates were for part of their careers conttmporaries
in Athens. Isocrates.established a famous school for young men where he
taught the arts of rhetfric’dnd oratofy 4$well as other subjects related to
success in political life. This was the knowledge of most worth for

ambitious young Athenians; the success routes of the day called for these
skills.

Socrates also taught young men. He could have taught them the
skills of rhetoric, but he spent most of his time questioning them about
whether the success routes of the day were worth traveling. He wanted to
inquire with them as to whether there was a special art and technique of

teaching virtue that could make life truly worthwhile.

EB The two schools differed not only in style and emphasis but in
results as_well. Isocrates’ students achieved distinction in political and
military @E’P’While Socrates had brilliant students, some endgd-up.
in disgrace politically, and Socrates himself could not convince a jufy lof
Athenians that in criticizing the success routes of the day he was not
corrupting the youth of Athens. It is ironic, therefore, that few today
read or remember Isocrates while Socrates is an everlasting culture hero
and his dialogues, as recorded or imagined by Plato, are still best-sellers

of a sort.

B The Socrates-Isocrates split is repeated in every era. The schooling the
dominant group in society judges to be needed for success automatically
becomes the criterion of “quality” education. Their values for all
practical purposes represent the good, the true, and the beautiful.

Pl With multiple success routes and lifestyles, adolescents-may-have
trouble deciding among them. Fortunately, they have a yhrdsticK¥by
which to measure the value not only of a career but of virtually every
aspect of life. It is the price that something can command on the market.
The media tell us about a $ 250,000 bid for a painting, a $ 250,000 salary
for a baseball player, and a $ 250,000 lottery prize. If everything equal
to the same price is equal to each other, then speculating on what

knowledge is of most worth is unnecessary— just watch television.

It is very difficult for citizens, young or old, not to measure importance
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by price tag or—what comes to the same thing—by publicity. For publicity
determines the size of the market for a product or an idea, and this
determines the price tag. It is not that the media are against virtue or the
“finer things”, as some mistakenly confirm; on the contrary, they would
feature Socrates, Jesus, and any other critic of materialistic values—if
the program could command a decent Nielsen rating. ... The market tells
us, including the adolescent, which knowledge is of most worth. It is
“how to” knowledge. It is knowledge and skill designed for a
programmed result or a competence that has some market value, grg{w
a high one. “How to” books on every subject from making love to getting
rid of one’s spouse or excess weight sell briskly. Teachers are told to
concentrate on learnings that can be measured by competency tests. If
there is a firm educational generalization, it is; Don’t bother with general

principles.

El Reading and discussing and thinking about the problems of the day
are the ways we as citizens use our schooling. I have called these uses of
schooling associative and mterpretlve to distinguish them from the
repeatable and practical. In these uses we think and feel with the images
and concepts that we have encountered in our school studies. Not having
been exposed to these studies shows up in poverty of association andL
context. There is nothing very mysterious about these uses: the curnculum
in general education builds up lenses through which we see and make
sense of reality. Each subject matter exposes a situation to the context of

a discipline; each stimulus’elicits images that clothe it with the depth of

meaning that makes languagetisage intelligible.

KB It is this associative and interpretive use of knowledge that may turn
out to be one of the most worth, not only in the long run but in the short
run as well=for adolescents fighting their way into maturity as well as
for refifees Who now have time to reflect upon what they lived through.
It is of worth, not because it has the approval of the social e/h;ds and not
because it will have a direct occupational payoff in the success routes of
the culture. Rather it is because this kind of context-building knowledge
gives form to everything we do and think and feel, on the job, in the
voting booth, in the home. It is the form of the educated mind.



u New Words

preoccupy /pri(:)okjupai/ v.
(of a matter or subject) dominate the
mind of (sb.) to the exclusion of other
thoughts {i#f 2 # 51 i

entail /inteil/ v.
involve as a necessary or inevitable
part HE

de-program(me) /di:praugrem/ v.
release (sb.) from apparent brain
washing by the systematic reintroduc-
tion of conventional values [} %Z &
LADEE

contemporary /kantemparari/ n.
a person living at the same time as
another @A

rhetoric /retarik/ n.
a grand, poetic way of speaking HE %
A

oratory /'orateri/ n.
the art of making formal speeches in
publics rhetoric W#F AR, HEHEAR

inquire /inkwaia/ v.
ask, investigate 3T, #17 ; M &

pursuit /pasjuit/ n.
an activity of a specified kind; an
occupation sought after Bl ,Bhlk

disgrace /disgreis/ n.
loss of reputation or the respect of
others, esp. as a result of dishonorable
action B, R (M)

jury /dzuari/ n.
a group of people (typically twelve in
number) sworn to give a verdict in a
legal case GE M 12 A4 B ) REH
Zi

ironic /aisronik/ a.
using words to have a meaning opposite
from their literal meaning in a funning

or sarcastic way PRI, &1

Unit 1

everlasting /evalastiy/ a.
continue to exist for a long time and
may never come to an end KA 8, K
B8

criterion /kraitisrian/ n.
standard CH| U PEH ) 1R #E

yardstick /ja:dstik/ n.
criterion, standard ¥R, R

bid /bid/ n.
an offer of a price H{ fit , 847

baseball /beisbal/ n.
a ball game played between two teams
of nine on a diamond-shaped circuit of
four bases B2k

lottery /'lotari/ n.
a means of raising money by selling
numbered tickets and giving prizes to
the holders of numbers drawn at ran-
dom # ¥ , R E

publicity /pablisiti/ n.
notice or attention given to sb. or
sth. by the media 2> SR &

media /'midjs/ n.
the main means of mass communication
(esp. TV, radio, and newspapers)
regarded collectively ¥t 5/

adolescent /&dsulesnt/ n.
teenager H /L 4E

competence /'kompatans/ n.
the ability to do sth. well or effectively
BB A

preferably /prefarabli/ ad.
ideally; if possible B iF

spouse /spauz/ n.
a husband or wife BZ{H

briskly /briskli/ ad.
actively and energetically 4 5 2
b, 08 Ut OB

associative /asaufjetiv/ a.
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connecting (sb. or sth.) with sth.
else in one’s mind BEAE A9
interpretive /in'ta:pritiv/ a.
explanatory f# B/
context /kontekst/ n.
the circumstances that from the set-
ting for an event, statement, or idea,
and in terms of which it can be fully
understood and assessed ¥ &, LT X
curriculum /karikjulam/ n
the subjects comprising a course of
study in a school or college iR
lens /lenz/ n.
EBE.BR

stimulus /stimjulas/ n.

e

Phrases and Expressions

incentive, sth. that makes a process
develop more quickly %) ¥4

elicit /ilisit/ v.
to bring out a response from someone
gl

intelligible /in'telidzabl/ a.
able to be understood, comprehensible
B %

retiree /ritaisri:/ n.
a retired person 1BHKE

elite /eiliit/ n.
a group of people considered to be the
best in a particular society }§3%

payoff /peiaf/ n.

a payment as a reward £

at will at one’s pleasure FE&E

show up make known the real truth about (sb. /sth.) {H# &%,
2N

build up develop B, X &

make sense be understandable T f#

turn out become ultimately &5 &2, (/) IEH 2

in the long run

in the end BZ , N KM ERE

in the short run  in the immediate present H #if
call for need, require FFE, B3R
end up eventually reach or come to a specified place, state,

or course of /g (EEEMEGER) 3Lk

<L\Notes on the Text

1. Herbert Spencer HEZE(1820~1903) , EETFHF HL%¥ K, AT
FRELZEREHNES B ASE BB EELE" R, 4
(FEEF) (EY¥FHE) GLEEBRE,

2. Socrates TSI (469~399BO) H AT ¥ K, N VT X ETFIAILHA
ROEEINDAREERABEOB = AMBIESE, R A LEME, HER
TR TFHMEEMPNEMGEFNEEBHEEGERL. SEEHE. &

FESL P BRI LASER , BB ST

3. Isocrates {FRITHII(436~338BC) MMM R . B EFR, HE KB
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UNHESHEARE FTFIHEERIAFHFESRAR EYFE,

FHEEIMIRERST.

Athens FE3L, 7 B H &

Nielsen rating B/RZFRHRE, BRHFRITER(H A.C. BRENTHBIR
HALABESHFRESHNBRERBEETHNZRARE )

S . d t t.
*%H ayings and Quotations

The roots of education are bitter, but the fruit is sweet. —Aristotle
HEZRER AREHE. — 22+ 54
The purpose of education is to replace an empty mind with an open one.
—Epictetus
BEHBHRAAB T LABEREL -~ LE, — RN E
Education has produced a vast population able to read but unable to
distinguish what is worth reading. —@G. M. Trevelyan

FHERRT —RPEMREREIFH AERTAZHA,
—G MEHZER
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l Comprehenswn

Answer the following questions in your own words according to the
text.
What question did Herbert Spencer make famous in his 1895 essay?

The author lists three reasons to explain why educators are preoccupied
with the famous Spencer question. What are they?

. What did Isocrates teach in his school?
. What did Socrates teach?
. Socrates and Isocrates differed in style and emphasis in their teaching.

What is the difference in the result of their respective teaching?

6. What is ironic in terms of their fame?
7. In what way is the Socrates-Isocratic split repeated today?
8. What is the yardstick by which adolescents measure almost every aspect

12.

of life?

. Which knowledge is most valuable on the market?
10.
11.

What is “how to” knowledge?

What is the firm educational generalization in the age of “how to” know!-
edge?

What is the associative and interpretive use of schooiing?
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13. Why does the author think that the associative and interpretive use of

knowledge may turn out to be one of the most worth?

. Complete the following outiine based on the text.

- Thesis statement: The most valuable knowledge is one that can be used

to deal with the problems of the day and which appears in the form of an

educated mind.

. From the beginning of formal schooling, educators have been preoccupied

with the issue of knowledge of most worth since

A) there is no consensus about the issue;

B) ;
)]

A)
B)

A) They measure the value of virtually every aspect of life in terms of its
market value.
B)

A) To use knowledge associatively and interpretively is to use knowledge
to deal with the problems of the day.

B) The ability to use knowledge associatively and interpretively is a clear
indication of an educated mind.

j’ Language Study
G

A.

Choose the words or phrases that can best complete the following

sentences. Change the word form if necessary.

disgrace ironic criterion end up entail
inquire show up yardstick  rhetoric jury
media competence bid pursuit call for

. Before the fall of the auctioneer’s hammer, any bidder may retract his

(r (( j 5

. The project would a huge increase in defence spending.

Churchil’s “Blood, sweat, and tears” speech is a masterpiece of



9.

10.
11.
12.
13.

14.

15.

B.

. They ___  _ ‘whether he would care to take the position of teacher of

physics in a high schooi.

. His scientific . . had made him a very observant man.
. He suffered the ___of'being beaten by a boy much smaller than he

was.

. Demands that the right to trial by be abolished brought vigorous

protests.

Cltis thatthe people who complain most loudly are the ones who

do least to help.

My own ____ ©f'success is the ability to work joyfully.

The policy shift was an annarent response to heavy coverage.
Controlling a class _ 4\l your skills as a teacher.
Dark colours will not against a similar background.
Many of their friends and neighbours have in prison for terrorist
activities.
She was a @fainst which | could measure what | had
achieved.
Smith carried out his commission with his usual

Confusing Words

Study the following words and complete the exercises.

. teach/ educate

teach teach someone a skill or how to do something

educate teach people, especially over a long period of time, about
things that will be helpful to them in life, for example, how
to behave in a socially acceptable way or how to look after

themselves properly

A) What we're trying to do is to “young people to be responsible
citizens.

B) The company runs courses for bank staff aimed at . 0thém*hdw
to interview clients.

C) The young man . himself to play the piano.

D) Does your book us how to forecast foreign exchange rates?

. career/profession

career the type of work you do or wish to do for most of your work-
ing life, especially where this involves several similar jobs

over a long period of time

Unit 1




