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Chapter One

International C&E
Industry Association

Unit One Bureau of
International Expositions?

(BIE)

The Bureau International des Expositions’
(International Exhibitions Bureau) was esta-

blished by a diplomatic international convent-

ion, signed in Paris, in 1928. Its function is
to regulate the frequency and quality of exhibitions falling within its remit.
This may simply be defined as covering all international exhibitions of a non-
commercial nature (other than fine art exhibitions) with the duration of more
than three weeks, which are officially organized by a nation and to which
invitations to other nations are issued through diplomatic channels. The BIE is
therefore not concerned with trade fairs and indeed the degree of commercial
activity carried out at BIE exhibitions is carefully regulated.

The first International Exhibition is generally considered to have been that

@ Bureau of International Expositions, http: //www. bic-paris. org/main/index. php?

lang=1.
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held in London in 1851. The success of this event produced many highly
successful exhibitions throughout the world. For example, the Paris Exhibition
of 1889 is well remembered for the creation of the Eiffel Tower’. But as the
number of these events increased, it became clear that some measures were
needed to control the frequency and quality of exhibitions. The 1928 Convention
on International Exhibitions® established the BIE and set out simple rules,
which restricted the number of exhibitions that could be held and defined their
characteristics. The original 1928 Convention has been amendéd by various
additional protocols®, but the basic framework of that Convention is still valid
today.

The Secretariat GeneralF of the BIE, which is located in Paris is headed by
the Secretary General. The French Foreign Office carries out formal diplomatic
relationships for the BIE. Membership to the BlE-currently comprising 98
nations-is open to any Government by accession to the 1928 Convention and the
1972 Protocol on International Exhibitions®. An annual fee is charged on a
sliding scale based on United Nations principles on such contributions. However, a
substantial part of the BIE’s income derives from the registration fees for staging
exhibitions and from a percentage of the gate money raised for that exhibition’. General
Assemblies of the BIE are held twice a year in Paris under the chairmanship of the
elected President of the BIE. These meetings are attended by all member states and
by observers. Delegates review applications for new projects and consider reports
from those exhibitions in a more advanced state. They are also attentive to reports by
the four Committees, which supervise appropriate aspects of the BIE’s activities®. The
Executive Commiittee’ assesses new projects and exercises an overview on the
different aspects of exhibitions, while the Rules Committee is concerned with
the detailed documentation and technical provisions of exhibitions as well as
the internal rules of the BIE,

The Administration and Budget Committee and the Information and
Communication Committee complete this structure. Each of the four Committees
has a Chairman, who at the same time is a Vice President of the BIE, and a Vice
Chairman'®. These eight members form a controlling body that assesses the
activities of the BIE as a whole in preparation for the summer and winter
General Assemblies. Committee members are elected by the General Assembly.

In deciding whether an exhibition subject to the provisions of the
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Convention is registered or recognized'' , the General Assembly of the Internat-
ional Bureau of Exhibitions (BIE), which has sole authority'? for the decision,
will take account of the opinion of the Executive Committee which has unli-
mited discretionary powers and which must be consulted in each case in accorda-
nce with article 30 of the Appendix to the Protocol of November 1972 ., For
example, the following themes can be considered subjects of recognized exhibi-
tions: Ecology, Atomic energy, Meteorology, Chemical industry, The sea,
Land transportation, Mountains, Freight, The forest, Data processing, Hunt-
ing, Urban planning, Fishing, Habitat, Cereals, Recreation, Animal husb-
andry, Archaeology, Pisciculture, Medicine. The Executive Committee shall
recommend that the General Assembly accept or reject the theme of a recogn-

ized exhibition or limit its scope,

Historical Background

Exhibitions are not a recent invention. They date back to the times when
large-scale markets were regularly held in cities. Because they were located at
major route intersections, attracted visitors and brought prosperity. Crowds of
people, some of whom had traveled great distances, would visit these markets,
stay at the site, and exchange a wide variety of articles. These events thus
provided a forum for expressing and evaluating ideas and for demonstrating and
comparing skills.

Through these gatherings, a highly beneficial atmosphere of mutual
understanding and fellowship developed between people of different nations
conflicted cultures. Buyers and sellers would flock to the cities of Lyons,
Frankfurt and Leipzig in particular from all over medieval Europe.

The commercial transactions of long ago thus paved the way for the
international exhibitions of today, which play an educational role and are
instrumental in promoting understanding in the world.

The first universal and international exhibition in the modern sense of the
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term took place in 1851 in London, capital of England, the world’s leading
industrial power, which with its vast empire had profited handsomely from free
trade and the prosperity of the Victorian era. The exhibition was an
overwhelming success.

Every nation was invited to contribute to the exhibition, which constituted an
inventory of all branches of human endeavour. Paris took over and organized brilliant
exhibitions in 1867, 1878, 1889 and 1900. Soon other large centers were also eager
to welcome craftsmen and manufacturers from all over the world, and among the
most successful international exhibitions were those held in Vienna, Amsterdam,
Brussels, Barcelona, St. Louis, Turin and Philadelphia.

These events inevitably gave rise to numerous conflicts of interest and
were often characterized by very poor organization. This state of confusion
caused the participating governments serious problems and, as a result they
felt the need to establish regulations to prevent the proliferation of exhibitions
and provide participants with certain guarantees. As interest and experience in
exhibitions grew it became apparent that the various parties had to be brought
together and their differences aired in an attempt to solve common problems.

An international agreement seemed necessary. Paris had been calling for
one since 1907. In 1912 the German government took the initiative and called
interested governments together in order to work out the basis for an agree-
ment,

The governments were quick to respond and they expressed the desire to
establish regulations to improve relations between organizers and participants
and between inviting governments and official or private exhibitors,

It was the Berlin Diplomatic Conference that established the basis for an
international convention governing international exhibitions. However, the diplomatic
decision that resulted could not be ratified because of the War of 1914,

The governments took up the matter again in 1920, but it was not until
November 22, 1928, at another conference in Paris, that delegates of thirty-
one countries signed the first convention governing, in a constructive manner,
the organization of international exhibitions.

The International Convention of 1928 brought order to the world exhibi-
tions’ situation by regulating their frequency and outlining the rights and

obligations of the exhibitors and organizers. At the same time the International
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Exhibitions Bureau was created in order to ensure compliance with the
provisions of the Convention,

Subsequently two protocols-one concluded in 1948 and the other in 1966-
amended the Convention on the key issue of exhibition frequency.

In view of the precedents that had been set during the International Exhibitions
Bureau’s forty years of existence and also in view of new economic data (faster rate
of progress, decreased travel time, and the appearance of new countries on the world
scene) , a thorough revision of the 1928 Convention was necessary.

This revision was undertaken in 1965 and resulted in the signing of the
Protocol of November 30, 1972, which has since governed the organization of

international exhibitions.

Notes:

1. The Bureau International des Expositions; ¥ iE, H] Bureau of International
Exhibitions (EFRERRED . 1928 4, fp:EER, BIEIZ LY, B TH
FrEs . fiFk BIE, BREERE. ErEYEBEEEREHA, HAE
HEFASEERpEYBPTE, HERESWHE, RIERESWER
%, PRFAESHVE . EEMpbEiES %S, BRI T REFMHCR. HAE
BIEEH 98 A E. 199345 A 3 H, FEEXMABRRLR, HEHR
257 BirBYERBNEMIES). 2003 4F 12 , sMEPEEEEXERERYE
H2ONERERREE, AVMAREREERSXERRRERDE L&
2E K.

2. Eiffel Tower: BpELERIERERIE.

3. The 1928 Convention on International Exhibitions: 1928 4= (EHBEREW SR
#5). 19284E 11 H 28 H, 31 MERAREZELEREB TSI, ZiT FikH
FEAHASETARMAERESHNERYE ‘247, B (ERBESAY),
HBSL TR — “EHRERR”. (BRBRAEAY) HETHAH
WS I R . R B AL E AR S L.

4. additional protocols: #pFEHL5E Bk M4

5. Secretariat General: 434, EBRERREHEEDEIM AL, B
ERFFEIFETAENTIESNS, LB BEANTEILT AXHRRF - BERRFR
(V.G. Loscertales) $e4, F 1993 4€ 12 A &E#H{EIHER.

6. the 1972 Protocol on International Exhibitions: EFRERF 1972 4 (A4

B, EPRRYST 1948 4570 1966 E Mk iBk (1928 SEEBALA) HME.
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197248211 A 30 B, ERRRER R RS 0EER T 5 THE. 1988
5 ASLH, ERERER (M%) BIER, ZBERT 1997 F4%.

. a substantial part of the BIE’s income derives from the registration fees for

staging exhibitions and from a percentage of the gate money raised for that
exhibition. BIE i A =2 B B 08 W4 10 M 32 Fu 2 A e — 52 He Bl g
ISR

. They are also attentive to reports by the four Committees, which supervise

“appropriate aspects of the BIE’s activities. fifiJiBE 4K H 4 MR R 2H

10.

11.

12.
13.

Hy XBEFZEREATRRERRERNTE.

. the Executive Committee: $if7ER<, ERBYERREFENEFRHE,

—PEH B I RERHT. BRBAANLLERS: WTERS
(Executive Committee), T 5 B & il & (The Administration and
Budget Committee), &HBFE RS MEB ZE R4S (The Information and
Communication) ,
Each of the four Committees has a Chairman, who at the same time is a
Vice President of the BIE, and a Vice Chairman. 4 &R &P HE—IF
REBMEA—NERAM—PEEE, FFEFR2EEHRREERAB ERE.
registered or recognized: {FHAFIARIA. HBEFBERMHME, tHig
SO REMERNT R L RS EMEIGEEHRSE, BEN61H,
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... which must be consulted in each case in accordance with article 30 of

the Appendix to the Protocol of November 1972. B—1EHEH LA EE
1972 4E3K5 LI FHE TP B9 58 30 BORRAT -

Exercises:
1. Vocabulary Work
Work on the following words and phrases and write the translated version in the

space provided.

International Exhibitions Bureau

Secretariat General
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General Assembly

Executive Committee

exhibition frequency

provisions

obligations of the exhibitors and organizers

beneficial atmosphere

outline

delegate

annual fee

general Classification

fellowship

characteristic

Diplomatic Conference

Medieval Europe

brilliant exhibitions

free trade
Eiffel Tower

2. Directions

Work in pairs to fill in each of the blanks with an appropriate phrase from the
box. Change the form if necessary.

take up, subjeci. ..to, take account of, carry out, give rise to,
pave the way for, derive from, flock to, date back to,  set out
(1) The change in legislation foreign banks entering the
local market,
(2) These plant fossils the age of the dinosaurs.
(3) Events such as these appeared to be miracles and later

legends surrounding Patrick.

(4) As both of them cereal essence, the quality of the food
intake and the conditions of the spleen and the st mach are bound to have a
direct bearing on blood formation.

(5) They resolutely the tasks assigned them.
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(6) Have you possible shifts in demand?

(7) How can you her will your own?

(8) At Christmas, he a series of New Year’s resolutions.
(9) Investors Indian stocks.

(10) He will his new job next week.

3. Understanding Specific Information )

Read the following statements and work in pairs to decide whether they are true or
false according to the passage. Write “T” for true and “F” for false in the space
provided.

(D) The first paragraph tells us the definition of BIE.

(2) The Paris Exhibition of 1889 is well remembered for the
creation of the Eiffel Tower. But as the number of these events increased, it
became clear that some measures were needed to control the frequency and
quality of exhibitions.

3) BIE was established by a diplomatic international conven-
tion, signed in London, in 1928,

(4) The Rules Committee assesses new projects and exercises an
overview on the different aspects of exhibitions, while the Executive
Committee is concerned with the detailed documentation and technical
provisions of exhibitions as well as the internal rules of the BIE.

(5) The original convention has been amended by various addi-
tional protocols, but the basic framework of that Convention is still valid
today.

(6) Buyers and sellers would gather to the cities of Lyons,
Frankfurt and Leipzig in particular from all over medieval Europe.

N "It was the Paris Diplomatic Conference that established the
basis for an international convention governing international exhibitions.

(8) The second universal and international exhibition in the
modern sense of the term took place in 1851 in London, capital of England, the
world’s leading industrial power, which with its vast empire had profited

handsomely from free trade and the prosperity of the Victorian era.



