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Teacher s Guide T

BWZE(L)

Unit 1 What Knowledge is of Most Worth?

Part 1 Background Information L

1. Introduction to the Author

Dr. Broudy (1905—1998) emigrated to the United States from Poland as a Child. He
attended MIT, Boston University, and earned his MA and Ph.D. at Harvard in the mid-1930s.
He spent the best part of his career as a professor in the philosophy of education at the
University of Illinois. His numerous works on the philosophy of education included

Building a philosophy of Education; and Truth and Credibility : The Citizen 's Dilemma.
2. Introduction to the Text

Educators have always been concerned about the issue of knowledge of most worth. In
ancient Greece, Socrates and Isocrates represented two major opposing views of the issue.
While Isocrates taught the subjects related to success in politics, Socrates focused on virtue
that could make life truly worthwhile. The Socrates-Isocrates conflict is repeated in every
era. For most people, who seem to side with Isocrates, the criterion is price tag. This is
because they measure the value of virtually every aspect of life in terms of its market value.
Consequently, for them, “how to” knowledge becomes the most valuable because it has market
value. However, the most valuable knowledge should be one that is used in an associative
and interpretive manner, or one that can be used to deal with the problems of the day and

which appears in the form of an educated mind.
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Paragraph 1

1. ...it has preoccupied educators from the beginning of formal schooling.: ... educators
have been thinking about it ever since formal schooling came into being.

2. ...human life is multi-valued and the values are not always in harmony. : ...people are
motivated by different values, and these values are sometimes in conflict with each other.

3. ... formal schooling entails an investment of limited time and money, so that choices
always have to be made. : ...going to school requires an investment limited in time and
money, so educators always have to make decisions about what knowledge is of most
worth and then proceed to teach it.

4. The pupil cannot be deprogrammed at will...: You cannot take away what the pupil has

learned from his or her mind whenever you want and as much as you want. . .

5. ... (not) any more than rubber worn off a tire can be restored by running the car in
reverse.: ...Just as you cannot restore that rubber worn off a tire by driving the car
backwards.

Paragraph 2

6. ...the success routes of the day called for these skills. : .. .these skills were necessary to
achieve success in early Greece.

Paragraph 3

7. ...virtue that could make life truly worthwhile. : ...quality that could make life really
worth living.

Paragraph 4

8. ...some ended up in disgrace politically. : ...some of his students were failures in their
political careers with their reputations completely ruined.

Paragraph 5

9. The schooling the dominant group in society judges to be needed for success automatically

becomes the criterion of “quality” education. . The school subjects considered by the ruling
class to be indispensable for success become the standard of “excellent” education.
Paragraph 6
10. It is the price that something can command on the market. : It is the price that some-
thing, to assess its own value, can demand on the market. The yardstick is the price
that an abject of some kind get on the market.
11. If everything equal to the same price is equal to each other. .. : ... If everything that is

equal in terms of money is equal also in non-monetary value to each other. . .

Paragraph 7

12. It is not that the media are against virtue or the “finer things”, as some mistakenly
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13.

14.

15.

confirm. .. It is not true, as some people wrongly believe, that television, radio, and
newspapers are against moral excellence or liberal arts. . .

...they would feature Socrates, Jesus, and any other critic of materialistic values—if
the program could command a decent Nielsen rating.: ... they would put anything
(from Socrates and Jesus to any other critic of materialistic values) in an important and
noticeable position as long as the program could produce an acceptable Nielsen rating.
If there is a firm educational generalization. ... If there is a definite universal educa-
tional rule. ..

Don’t bother with general principles...: Leave general principles alone (because they

don’t have market value) ...

Paragraph 8

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

. . . to distinguish them from the repeatable and practical...: ...to separate them (the
associative and interpretive use of knowledge) from practicable knowledge and
repeatable knowledge (Which can be used repeatedly and which may then not be
applicable to a new situation) ...

Not having been exposed to these studies shows up in poverty of éssociation and
context. : People who have not read broadly do not have as broad a context by which
they can interpret various current issues.

. . . the curriculum in general education builds up Ienses through which we see and make
sense of reality.: ... the courses in liberal arts provide perspectives from which we
view and understand reality.

Each subject matter exposes a situation to the context of a discipline. .. : Each topic puts
a situation against the background of a particular area of study. ..

... each stimulus elicits images that clothe it with the depth of meaning that makes
language usage intelligible. . ... each stimulus evokes images that endow it with the

meaning that makes language usage clear.

Paragraph 9

21.

22.

23.

24.

It is this associative and interpretive use of knowledge that may turn out to be one of the
most worthy, noi: only in the long run but in the short run as well—for adolescents fight-
ing their way into maturity as well as for retirees who now have time to reflect upon what
they lived through. : for young people who strive hard to become mature adults as well
as old people who now have time to think about their paét lives.

.. .not because it has the approval of the social elites and not because it will have a direct
occupational payoff. : ... not because it has been accepted by the most powerful people
in society and not because it will have immediate job-related rewards.

-« -it is because this kind of context-building knowledge gives form to everything. : ...it
is because this kind of background-providing knowledge shapes everything.

It is the form of the educated mind. . It is the indication of the educated mind.
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3.
4.
5.

s
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]| Activities

. Predicting Content

. They tend to put more emphasis on developing critical thinking skills than they do on

acquiring quantities of facts.

. American students are encouraged to express their own opinions and think for them-

selves.

. The goal is to teach children how to learn and to help them reach their maximum poten-

tial.

. Social and interpersonal skills. v

Students who are “well-rounded”
Listening for Ideas

The money value of education can be accounted for by the American definition of success,

which is largely one of acquiring wealth and a high material standards of living.

- The more schooling people have, the more money they will earn when they leave

school.
Art, history, and philosophy.
They learned their skills either in vocational schools or on the job.

More and more education is required to do the work.

Comprehension

A. 1. “What knowledge is of most worth”

2. First, human life is motivated by different values, which are not always in harmony;
second, since values are taught in schools and since investment in education is limited
in time and money, people will have to make a wise choice; and finally, educators
are always aware that mistakes in schooling are not easily corrected.

3. He taught the arts of rhetoric and oratory as well as other subjects related to success
in political life.

4. Instead of teaching the skills of rhetoric, Socrates spent most of his time questioning
his students about whether the success routes of the day were worth traveling.

5. Isocrates’ students achieved distinction in political and military pursuits, while some
of Socrates’ students ended up in disgrace politically.

6. The fact that few people today read or remember Isocrates while Socrates is an
everlasting cultural hero. .

7. People tend to consider the values for all practical purposes to represent the good,
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the true, ‘and the beautiful.

8. It is the price that something can command on the market.

9. It is “how to” knowledge.

10. It is knowledge and skill designed for a programmed result or a competence that has

some market value.

11. Don’t bother with general principles.

12. To read and discuss and think about the problems of the day.

13. Because it produces an educated mind.

B. Thesis statement: The most valuable knowledge is one which can be used to deal with

the problems of the day and which appears in the form of an educated mind.

1. From the beginning of formal schooling educators have been preoccupied with the
issue of knowledge of most worth since
A) there is no consensus about the issue;

B) choices have to be made;

C) mistakes are not easily corrected.
2. Socrates and Isocrates reprasent two major schools of the jssue .

A) Isocrates taught the subjects related to success in politics .

B) Socrates was mére concerned about virtue that could make life truly worthwhile .
3. The criterion by which most people today measure knowledge is price tag.

A) They measure the value of virtually every aspect of life in terms of its market

value.
B) “How to” knowledge is of most worth because it has market value.

4. The associative and interpretive use of knowledge is one of the most worth.

A) To use knowledge associatively and interpretively is to use knowledge to deal with
the problems of the day.
B) The ability to use knowledge associatively and interpretively is a clear indication

of an educated mind.

Language Study

A. 1. bid 2. entail 3. rhetoric 4. inquired 5. pursuits
6. disgrace 7. jury 8. ironic 9. criterion 10. media
11. calls for 12. show up 13. ended up 14. yardstick 15. competence

. A) educate B) teaching

. A) career B) profession

1

2z

3. A) competitive B) ambitious
4

C) taught
C) profession
C) ambitious

. A) shame B) disgrace C) disgrace

C. 1. rewards 2. relation 3. improve 4. destroy
6. creativity 7. study 8. for 9. kill
11. continually 12. ends 13. restore 14. handle

D) teach
D) career
D) competitive
D) shame

5. gained
10. performance
15. claims



Teacher’s Guide 1

Translation

A.

MRADHTBE LA 3L BCREAR) LB AR EER PP ARG
RSB, RARLITIAE E B, TR XA E B R EERNRER S TEFH
W BER LY REER KO PEETE -BHRTXANHE, RPEUE, RERAT
EE TREREWHSMEZIR, XTI 25 A FF dlin LI#HE TP, Bk, RASMEAZ LT
RO BERPARBFACHINA HER-TIZR, 2112, UL RRIILR
B o [ X 0 45 T 1o BE B L B ST EE I, FRAR IR B R R %

TN FEMSBRATH. BINEMA BB MSHHRE L, WERT N
R BIRE BRSPS/ Rk L. RZFUAZBBE XD
WL, RERREDELSE 40 MAFEZ T RIMERIR. XFF A ARV, 3 I K 38 0 77 2E 1) 3h
LT EREHS TFIHAEE X FEOXMRE, FAMMNEERAET. REMNZ=
2 Z B AFAE 3 3 4, T 0 262 A SRR b 5F 7R 7 38 e 53 b 22 Jaly O SR A AT AT 35 .

WA RIBELEM BRI AEXREANNEMSEN THFTFRBREKN, 4—1
16 %5 % A= 1 B 3R B 2 ROR BUE — 43 LB R i B 9 BF 46, R R, “BAfH AR BRI &
L7 IR T ML LA BORIR (65~70) , (H 2R MR E Rl . BARAEEAKIN,
RIFBAHBHBEA D, BARANBEZERTHRARNE S, WAL FRGR, 50
THEN G BRI . B8 WA R YR DRRIBREEFT B, H
FNEE ZRBRIFIR, 2 LT DR AT 2GER , &% B R 5F HEUR T gt X —7%
EETE KRR T . REZHARZNT2EMITHEK .

. 1. We need to place present events in some kind of historical context.

2. I succeeded in eliciting from his secretary the information I needed.

3. They carried out the research without daring to hope that there could be a practical
payoff.

4. He tried to describe the educational ref:)rm in such a way that it would be intelligible
to an outsider.

5. Her remarks about education struck me as being adolescent and ill-judged.

6. If you continue to steal, you’ll end up in prison.

7. Her wrinkles showed up in the strong sunlight.

8. Education will get you what you want-but only in the long run.

9. The concert was a good one, but because of bad publicity, very few people came.

10. The promise of a bonus was a stimulus to them.

Reading Practice

A.
B.

1. B 2.D 3.C 4. A 5.D 6.A 7.D 8.C 9.B

1. The author intends to discuss the difference and the relationship between general
and special education.

2. General education refers to that part of a student’s whole education which looks
first of all to his life as a responsible human being and citizen; while, special

education indicates that part which looks to the students’ competence in some
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occupation.

3. The author means that in an age of specialism the way to success often lies in one’s
choice of a specialized career. ’

4. Because specialism has its peculiar limitations. A given specialist does not speak the
language of the other specialists. In order to discharge his duties as a citizen
adequately, a person must somehow be able to grasp the complexity of life as a
whole. ‘

5. The aim of education should be to prepare an individual to become. an expert both
in some particular vocation or art and in the general art of the free man and the

citizen.

The American definition of success is largely one of acquiring wealth and a high material
standard of living. It is not surprising, therefore, that Americans value education for its
monetary value. The belief is widespread in the United Sates that the more schooling
people have, the more money they will earn when they leave school. The belief is strongest
regarding the desirability of an undergraduate university degree, or a professional degree
such as medicine or law, following the undergraduate degree. The money value of graduate
degrees in “nonprofessional” fields such as art, history, or philosophy is not as great.

In recent years, there has been a change in the job market in the United States. In the
past, it was possible to get a high-paying factory job without a college education. Workers
with skills learned in vocational schools or on the job could do. work that did not require a
college education. These were among the jobs that new immigrants were often able to
obtain. Increasingly, however, the advent of new technologies has meant that more and
more education is required to do the work. Many of the new jobs in the United States
cither require a college education, even a graduate degree, or they are low-paying jobs in

the service sector of the economy, such as fast-food restaurants, small stores, and hotels.
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Unit2 Aging Gracefully—Changing How You Feel

Part I Background Information 2

1. Introduction to the Author

This text is abstracted from the Cambridge Center of Behavior Website. The sugges-
tions in the text and the related articles involved in this unit are based on the science called
behavior analysis. This science follows in the tradition of other natural sciences. Thus, it
begins with the/basic assumption that behavior is lawful and orderly. Using the scientific
method, researchers study the behavior of a host of organisms to uncover the lawful
relations between behavior and the conditions under which it occurs. Such an approach
provides an objective understanding of behavior because the conditions studied—the setting
and consequences of a particular behavior—are observable and measurable,

To put it simply, behavior analysts study the relation between behavior and its envi-
ronment. The wealth of data collected during much of the last century gives strong support
to the notion that behavior is largely determined by its environment. More specifically, it
has become increasingly clear that thé consequences of behavior are responsible in large
part for what we do and why we do it. In other words, wé act as we do because of what
happens when we do it. _

" So the text on aging is written in this spirit. While the perspective and the findings of
behavior analysis have been borrowed for the purposes of analyzing the problems of aging,

its technical terms have been avoided.
2. Introduction to the Text

In the U.S., some old people tend to live an isolated life, getting up late and avoiding
doing things that can start up their lives. They may find themselves unable to adjust to life
after retirement. They may easily find themselves in a funk. These negative feelings are
harmful to them both physically and spiritually. How does one avoid these negative feel-
ings? There are generally two ways. physical exercise and intellectual stimulation. Older
people are encouraged to be busy throughout the day by taking a daily trip to the grocery
store, walking in a wood, etc. And intellectually, it is suggested that they join in various
kinds of clubs, such as social clubs, book clubs, or cooking classes, volunteering in the
local senior-citizen center, etc. Most importantly, keep spiritually healthy. Try to avoid
triggers of negative feelings by distracting yourself from the sadness. When avoiding the

trigger is not the best way, confront it and defend yourself. Following these suggestions,



