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About ten years ago when I was an undergraduate in college, I was

working as an intern at my University’s Museum of Natural History. One
day while working at the cash register in the gift shop, I saw an elderly
couple come in with a little girl in a wheelchair.

As Tlooked closer at this girl, I saw that she was a kind of perched on
her chair. I then realized she had no arms or legs, just a head, neck and

torso. She was wearing a little white dress with red polka dots.




As the couple wheeled her up to me I was looking down at the register.

I turned my head toward the girl and gave her a wink. As I took the money
from her grandparents, I looked back at the girl, who was giving me the
cutest, largest smile I have ever seen.

All of a sudden her handicap was gone and all I saw was this beautiful
girl, whose smile just melted me and almost instantly gave me a com-
pletely new sense of what life is all about. She took me from a poor, un-
happy college student and brought me into her world — a world of smiles,
love and warmth.

That was ten years ago. I’m a successful business person now
and whenever I get down and think about the troubles of the world,
I think about that little girl and the remarkable lesson about life that
she taught me.

1. intern /in'te:n/ n. LA, LR
2. perch /pe:ty/ vi. 8., BbL, T
3. torso /'ta:seu/ n. 5+

4. handicap ;'heendikasp/ n. APREREG, R

5. remarkable /ri'ma:kebl/ adj. INVEFLRY, dEFLRY
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A boy lost his arms in an accident that claimed his father’s life — who

was the main source of support for the family. Since then, he has had to
depend on the arms of his younger brother. In order to take care of him, his
younger brother became his shadow, never leaving him alone for years. Ex-
cept for writing with his toes, he was completely unable to do anything in his
life. But one day, his younger brother wanted to live separate from him,
living his own life, as many normal people do. So he was hard hit.

A similar misfortune befell a girl, too. One night her mother, who suf-
tered from chronic mental illness disappeared. So her father went out look-
ing for her mother, leaving her alone at home. She tried to prepare meals
for her parents, only to overturn the kerosene light on the stove, resulting
in a fire which took her hands away. Her elder sister studying in another
city, showed her willingness to take care of her, but she was determined to
be completely independent.

One day, the boy and the girl were both invited to a television inter-
view program. The boy told the TV host about his uncertain future on his

own, whereas the girl was full of enthusiasm for her life. They both were



