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ABSTRACT

Encyclopedia is a special form of literature in the history of Chi-
nese culture, the research of which is still a virgin land awaits culti-
vation. Standing from the macroscopic and microscopic angle, the
article discusses the nature, origin, course of development and evo-
lution of encyclopedia and the influence it exerts on Chinese feudal
culture. The whole paper falls into seven chapters. Chapter One
sumns up the description of encyclopedia in the booklists of ancient
times and the main ideas held by people today on its nature. It takes
Zheng Shu which is defined in the All Bibliography of the complete
Library in the Four Branches of Literature as encyclopedia, such as
Du You’s Tong Dian etc. It resets encyclopedia’s definition on the
basis of a detailed analysis of its nature. Chapter Two discusses the
knowledge classification before the emergence of encyclopedia from
the anglc of encyclopedia’s culture origip, such as the emergence of
the Chinese character and the significance of its classification; and
the classification of word applicant by ErYa (Near to correctness).
The classification of poetry by Book of songs according to region;
the division methed of Bie Lu and Qi Lue and some other bibliogra-
phy books 1o the literature works according to its content; the expla-
nation of the reason by Han Fei Zi through ”subject fables™; the
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guotation of Zuo Zhuan out of The Book of songs and the influence
exerted on the encyclopedia by the publication of Liy Xiang s Shuo
Yuan and Xin Xu. Chapter Three classifies it into three catalogues,
namely, on events, oh writings and on both by the application of ta-
bles, and gives a new viewpoint of encyclopedia classification. Chap-
ter Four analyses the characteristics of its classification, and draws
the track of the development and evolution of the classification sys-
tem by following a dynastic order with a reference to some represen-
tative encyclopedia of different times. So we can draw a conclusion:
the development of encyclopedia classification system becomes rore
complicate with the development of society and knowledge system
complication and so on. It also is the result of the understanding of
cosmos and socicty of the ancient people. The selection of encyclope-
dia and the order of arrangement are the keys to learning people’ s
thoughts and understanding of the objective world. The classifica-
ticn of encyclopedia is open to the influence and closely connected
with the compilation purpose. Chapter Five and Six start with the
research on the political, economical, culture and social surroun-
dings, and reveal the objective reason and the course of its evolu-
tion, combined with detailed analysis on encyclopedia: For example,
the free surroundings of feudalism and the developed status of econc-
my lead economy results in the trans formation of encyclopedia from
"the knowledge of kings” to " the Knowledge of events”. The ruling
class advocates literature and this i tum leads to the production of

encyclopedia of literature, Rhythmical prose and poems and so on
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promote the development of encyclopedia content and the emergence
of new encyclopedia; The booming of imperial examination leads to
the arise of Exam Encvclopedia and Primary Education Encyclope-
dia; The forming of the citizen class and the increasing of intellectuals
make Encyclopedia of Everyday Use prevalent and so on. Chapter
Seven analyses the negative influence of encyclopedia on the onc
hand. It is regarded as a kind of culture 100l of the ruler, not only
transmiting feudal culture and defending regular thinking, but also
preventing technology from developing and bringing forth new
ideas. OUn the other hand, it has positive influence, such as preser-
ving historical literature, uniting thoughts, and developing Confu-

cianism and enhancing its ruling position.

[ Keywords] Encyclopedia  Nature  Origin
Type Category Content Deve-

lopment Evolution Influence
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