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Learning Through Reading
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The Absent-minded Academic

[ COAEE” KR
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: —o .

At times I like to .abandon my. ability to speak and write in an academic
way, which my friends call an abuse of language. When I am about to go aboard
a plane to go abroad, I often still think about this. At these times I am so absent-
minded that I almost miss the call for “all aboard”. In another country.I often
avoid abstract language when talking to other academics and. try not to accent
every word. Instead, I aim for clear and simple communication to help others ab-
sorb what I am saying. This is not easy since I like to abuse language, and always
try to use the full range of language to the best of my ability. However, I think
that one can abandon oneself to new experiences when overseas without trg_a_t_iig
one’s training with abandon. It has also been suggested that I get rid of my strong
accent, and my absence from my country might accelerate this change. In the
mgx_t_i__‘me, I’ll think of ways to use Band 4 words, in concrete ways, rather than in
the abstract. Readers can then abstract what suits them best, from the book, to-
wards developing absolute faith in their ability to master English.
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2 Mrs. Black in the Red *
' | ﬁﬁmﬁ%%%A

acceptance—accuse

7 has newty beey
i Qcoord with
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Mrs. Black has a savings account with a nearby bank, and rec:l;tl she
started to rec\] v statements, not in accordance with her books. According to one
notice, 1t said that she owed the bank $ 200, 000. “ Are they really expecting my ac-
ceptance of this?” she thought. So, accompanied by Mr. Black she marched into
the bank the next morning. After hearing her story the accountant behind the
coul explained that “there has been an accidental miscounting. ” “But this is not
the first time. The bookkeeping has never been in accord with reality!” Mrs. Black
argued, and she on with drawing all her money. However, she was told that.

“ the computer is down and she couldn’t even access her money| By this time there

were quite a few people standing in the access to the counter. They heard the conver-
sation and of their own accord,all took a stand in support of Mrs. Black. With
"éﬁ accord they all accused the bank of not being acc with their bookkeeping
-and insisted that measures be taken accordingly to achieve accuracy. As the
number of customers accumulated, the Board member% met and were in accord-
ance that m}ccurjz’lacb} couldn’t be accepted and sent for the manager from his office
accommodation to account for the mistakes. Dissatisfied with the fact that the
manager failed to accomplish his duty and achieve accuracy in his performance,
the Board reached an accord ,and fired the manager. They also accorded Mrs.
Black“favored customer” of the month.
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A Little Lion Tamer
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accustomed—admission
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A young acquaintance of mine is not accustomed to achievement In
. .. . . . trei\n:) .
fact, in the administration of his duties as ) nee lion tamer, |he is not usually con-
sid%md adequate and often has to acknowie(fge the aci(ﬁremarks of his father,
tﬁg head lion tamer, for his lack of action. His father often uses the adjective
“sleepy” to describe the lack of activity of both him and the lions. In addition, he
has been told to adjust his attitudes and acquire a greater sense of showmanship if
. . o C . . RAETS
he wishes to gain admission to the main r%\g in the circus tent. His need is acute,
because acquisition of performing skills would be an addition to his natural ability
to communicate with lions, and enable him to step into the main ring when his father
is out of action. In addition to this, even though he is only three years old and
gets very tired following the lions around their one acre park, he is already famous
as a lion tamer because he appears in an ad for the circus, and is even being sought

fae kit
by a anat ul{u‘er [S’f)%mote acid adapted specially for use in animal food.
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