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Abstract

Economic globalization has become a
great background for the unfurling and
elaboration of all theoretical thinking, and
consequently it is natural to become the
realistic basis for ethical discourse.

Generally, moral discourse in the
background of economic globalization has two
dimensions of discussion; (1) the theoretical
framework of general ethics or universal
ethics, (2) the establishment of a specific or
local system of moral values. Of course, these

two dimensions are not parallel and irrelevant
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to each other, but set off and interwoven with

each other, only they have different emphasis.
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Over the past years, thinking about general ethics in the
theoretical study of ethics seems to have been advancing in step and
resonating with the pulsation of economic globalization, thus it
attracting great attention and appearing to become the predominant
kind of ethical discourse; while the theoretical exploration of specific
systems of moral values seems to have lost its realistic pertinence,
therefore it has becoming outdated and being viewed as a cultural
element in conflict with economic globalization. This imbalance in
theoretical research betrays a prejudice in our understanding of
economic globalization. But in fact, economic globalization, on the
one hand, in the process of promoting the global expansion of
economic activities, has developed a market without boundaries and a
global production network, revealed the inapplicability of the current
international economic order and whetted the appetite for the
liberalization of trade and investment. On other hand, it has ever
more brought into prominence the importance and feasibility of the
status of independent nation states as subjects of participation in
global economic activities, economic globalization is not achieved with
complete spontaneity or blindness, but is realized in mutual
commitment between nation states on the issue of economic
development rather than decentralized {ree non-governmental
economic intercourse. At the same time, economic globalization has
produced a tremendous pressure on the realization of the economic
safety and benefits of each nation state, which also forces people to be

more concerned about the interests of their own country and the

E future of their own nation. Actually, this is just the problem of

opportunity and challenge that we usually stress, and also the



problem of economic globalization being a “double-edged sword”,
negligence of either of which will result in its misconstruction.

Marxism, which has all along attached importance to seeking in
economic life the motive force to changes in morals, believes that the
actual economic relations tend to be the basis for the determination of
the orientation of morals, and that, consequently, economic
globalization is bound to bring about moral transmutation. But what
is this transmutation directed at? Who performs the transmutation?
And how? The raising of all these problems implies the determination
of the subject of moral transmutation, in other words, not until the
subject of moral transmutation has been determined can the theme of
moral transmutation and the ground for its validity. The subject of
moral transmutation as determined in the present paper is China
which participates in economic globalization, its theme the study of
the moral responses to her accession to the WTQO, and the ground for
its validity the survival and development of the Chinese nation,

The ethical reaction to China’s accession to the WTO is the
answer to and solution of the problem of how to carry out moral
construction that will be adapted to the needs of her economic and
social development in the new era, or how to achieve the
nationalization of universal moral norms and how to innovate and
transform nationalized moral resources. Currently, we urgently need
to take make the following responses in moral construction:

First of all, the inheritance and carrying forward of the patriotic

tradition of the Chinese nation. The purpose of China’s accession to
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the WTO is to accelerate her modernization. Economic globalization

is an important external influence on a country’s modernization, the
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extent of which, in turn, determines the progress and speed of the
process of that countrys merging into globalization. Therefore it is an
indisputable fact that merging into globalization calls for the
acceleration of modernization. We should accept all good fruits of
human civilization, but we need all the more to maintain our
individuality, especially the original character of ethics. Therefore, it
is necessary both to make a rational interpretation of the patriotism of
the Chinese nation and a rational defense of it value, and to maintain
and carry forward the patriotic tradition of the nation. Naturally, it is
also necessary to remove, transform or adapt the irrational moral
factors, particularly certain ethical elements that are in conflict with
the establishment of a market economy and with the ethical principles
of the WTQ.

Second, the establishment and perfection of a credit mechanism.
Viewed from the demands of the ordered development of a market
economy, credit is always the “golden law” that must be kept in
economic life. The most important ethical demands embodied in the
basic principles of the WTO are fairness, mutual benefit and credit.
So far as credit is concerned, it is the core and soul of a market
economy, for “one cannot establish himself without credit. ” Existent
Chinese moral resources do not lack stipulations with regard to
credit, but they have been promoted chiefly to harmonize general
interpersonal relations. The absence of an economic ethical system
and such traditional moral misconceptions as “farming is fundamental
and trade trivial”, “no one can be a merchant without being
dishonest” and “there is no merchant but is dishonest” tend to

suspend or neglect the credit mechanism in economic intercourse. As



a result, it appears all the more necessary to establish and perfect a
credit-oriented system of social and ethical norms for China s
participation in global economic cooperation.

Third, breaking through the “green barrier” to construct a
mechanism of environment ethical education. China has frequently
run against the “green barrier” since her accession to the WTQO. The
appearance of this barrier is due, on the surface, to the difference of
technical standards, but in essence, to the contradictions between the
protection of the global environment and global free trade, between
developing and developed countries and between the current situation
and the trend of future development. So far as developing countries
are concerned, there does exist the problem of the backwardness of
values. Specifically, it is that we have neglected the targets of
environmental protection in the course of developing products,
especially agricultural products, which in a certain sense brings into
prominence our major defects in the modes of production and
consumption. Therefore, in getting over the “green barrier”, we
should not only steadily raise our technical standards, but also take
positive measures to popularize education in eco-environmental ethics,
so as to realize a genuine crossing the “green barrier” in an ethical

sense.
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