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Florida Sex Offender Charged in
‘Date-Rape’Case

By Jane Sutton
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A man on Florida’s “sexual predator” list was charged on
Monday with buying enough chemicals over the Internet to make
nearly 100,000 doses of the newly outlawed “date rape
drug”(GBH), federal agents said. ,

The arrest is one of the first under a two-week-old federal
law banning possession of GBH, or garmuna hydroxybutyric acid,
and its precursor chemicals, Brent Eaton, a spokesman for the
U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) said.

DEA agents and police seized the chemicals on Friday at
the home of Matthew Michael Roth, 24, also known as Brian
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Williams, in Boca Raton.

Roth was previously convicted of lewd and lascivious as-
sault on a child under 16 and was on probation, according to
court documents and Department of Law Enforcement records.
That conviction earned him a spot on the state agency’s sexual
predator database, which is designed to let people check whether
known sex offenders live in their neighborhoods.

It was unknown whether the earlier charge involved drug
use.

Roth appeared before a federal magistrate on Monday and
was held pending a bond hearing on Tuesday.

In Friday’s search of Roth’s home, police and DEA agents
seized a 55-gallon (209-liter) drum of the industrial solqent
gamma butyrolactone (GBL), a controlled substance that can be
used to make BGH when combined with another chemical.

They also seized 26.4 pounds (12 kg) of a common house-
hold chemical that combines with GBL to make GBH.

Roth allegedly bought the GBL over the Internet from Inova
Products, a Phoenix company that operated out of rented mail-
boxes and apparently had no other business than to sell the
solvent, court records said.

That firm was already under investigation in connection
with a February overdose of a Palo Alto, California, boy who
suffered an apparent overdose after mixing up homemade sleep
aids with products ordered from Inova, court documents said.

A Phoenix man associated with the firm, Michael Hall, also
was arrested.

The drum of GBH was shipped to Florida via Roadway Ex- *
press Co., the shipping company that lost a shipment of Oscar
statuettes earlier this month. Roadway alerted the DEA that
Roth’s shipment had arrived, and undercover police made the
delivery, then moved in with search warrants.

DEA chemists estimated the chemicals seized from Roth’s
home would yield 98,775 doses of GBH, dubbed the “date rape

lewd R FE ) lascivious:iZFH #] probation: & | database: 3 #JE  federal mag-
istrate: Bk # 3£ B bond hearing R BT 4 solvent: 37| butyrolactone: T M B
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{45 drug” because it has been used to sedate women before they
" are sexually assaulted.

President Clinton signed a law on Feb. 28 banning GBH
and the precursor chemical GBL and imposing severe penalties
for their possession, putting them in the same category as co-

50 caine and heroine in the Controlled Substances Act. The law
took effect March 13.

Roth was charged with possessing GBL with intent to dis-
tribute, possessing GBL with intent to make a controlled sub-
stance, and acquiring a controlled substance through misrepre-

55 sentation, fraud or subterfuge.

: Police arrested a third man, Christian Wallace, 22, who
arrived at Roth’s home during the search, on a state charge of
possessing GBH and marijuana.

GBH is used illegally three ways — as a quick way to éet

(60 high, for its alleged muscle building effects, and to promote deep
sleep. People who lose consciousness after ingesting it can suf-
fer from partial or total amnesia, federal agents said.

According to Michigan Republican Sen. Spencer Abraham,
there have been more than 30 deaths and 3,500 overdoses in
less than a decade from GBH use, including cases where young
women were given the drug without their knowledge.

The new law still permits legitimate research into use of
the drug to treat the sleep-related disorder narcolepsy. =
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The arrest is one of the first under a two-week-old federal law
banning possession of GBH, or gamma hydroxybutyric acid, and its
precursor chemicals, Brent Eaton, a spokesman for the U.S. Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA) said.(L5-8)
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Roth appeared before a federal magistrate on Monday and was
held pending a bond hearing on Tuesday.(L20-21)
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Roth appeared before a federal magistrate on Monday and was
held pending a bond hearing on Tuesday.(L20-21)
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I. READING COMPREHENSION
Directions:There are four choices marked A),B),C) and D) in the following ques-
tions or unfinished statements. You should decide on the best choice based on the
text. '
1. Roth was charged with_____.
A) buying banned drugs over the Internet
B) selling banned drugs over the Internet
C) making banned drugs with materials bought over the Internet
D) promoting banned drugs over the Internet
2. Why is GBH called the “date rape drug”?
A) Because it is only used on dates.
B) Because it can enhance sexual desire
C) Because it makes the victim inactive
D) All of the above
3. Which of the following people would most probably use GHB?
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A) a man on diet
B) a woman suffering from insomnia
C) a young man who wants to build his muscle
D) a child who wants to grow tall
Il. VOCABULARY AND STRUCTURE
A. MULTIPLE CHOICE
Directions:Choose A), B), C) or D) from the following items so that the sentences
are appropriate.

4. The jury the defendant of first-degree manslaughter as its final decision.
A) charged B) sentenced C) committed D) convicted
5. The American film _____ in Chinese is exceptionally good.
A) recorded B) mixed C) matched up D) dubbed
6. My cousin doesn't believe fortunetellers, regarding themas___ .
A) cheats B) thieves C) frauds D) flaws
B.MATCHING

Directions:Draw a line between an item in the left column and one in the right
column so that the collocation is natural and acceptable.

7.charge sb. A) with

8. convict sb. B) upon

8. mix C) from

10. have effect D) up

11. suffer E) of
C.ERROR CORRECTION

Directions:In either of the following sentences, there is one underlined part that is
not appropriate. Please identify and correct it.
12. The delivery was done so punctually that my friends in Africa were able

A B

to receive the gifts on the Christmas Day.
C D

13. His intent of killing his girl friend before attempting suicide was dismissed as
A B Cc

groundless by the jury.
D
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