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w® The Basics

1. What is in the Name of “Ottawa”?
Ottawa, capital of Canada, is Canada’s fourth largest city. Even though
the city cannot match some other Canadian cities such as Toronto, Vancouver

or Montreal in terms of size and fame, its unique cultural heritage and beautiful
landscape make itself a beloved place for both the Canadians and people from
overseas.

Evidence of Algonquian settlements has been found throughout the Ottawa
Valley. “Ottawa” is thought to derive from native people of the same name,
probably from a word meaning “to trade”. As the Ottawa River and its
tributaries form the most direct water route between the St. Lawrence River
and the continental interior, it was part of aboriginal trading systems and, from
the 17th to 19th centuries, the chief artery of the Montreal fur trade. Minor fur
outposts were established in the valley before 1800, when the first permanent
settlement, an agricultural community at the site of Hull, Quebec (then Lower
Canada), was established by New Englander Philemon Wright. Itinerant
lumbers were drawn by the trade in squared timber begun in 1806 by Wright.

As with other capital cities, the word Ottawa is also used to refer by
metonymy to the country’s federal government, especially as opposed to
provincial or municipal authorities.

Ottawa is Canada’s fourth largest city as to population. While it is large
enough to support the finest amenities, such as world-class entertainment venues
and shopping districts, Ottawa retains the warmth and charm of a quaint
European city. The city is as renowned for its rivers, Canal, museums, parks
and pathways, as it is for being the country’s seat of power. Being a bilingual
city, Ottawa today showcases the best of English & French heritage, culture,
and day-to-day living.
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2. Where is Ottawa?

Geographically, Ottawa can be found at Latitude 45° 22° N and Longitude
75" 43" W, at roughly the same latitude as Harbin, China. It is 114 metres (374
feet) above sea level.

Ottawa is located in the southeastern part of the province of Ontario. It sits
on the south bank of the Ottawa River, around the mouths of the Rideau River
and Rideau Canal. Ottawa River was originally the major route inland for fur
traders, and now forms the border between the provinces of Ontario & Quebec.

The Ottawa city covers a land area of 110 sq km (43 sq mi) . The oldest part
of the city (including what remains of Bytown) is known as Lower Town and
occupies an area between the canal and the rivers. Across the canal to the west
lies Centre Town, which is the city’s financial and commercial hub. Between
here and the Ottawa River, the slight elevation of Parliament Hill is home to
many of the capital’s landmark government buildings.

The Ottawa urban area extends for considerable distance to the east, west
and south of the centre, and includes the former cities of Gloucester and
Nepean. Around the city is an extensive greenbelt, administered by the
National Capital Commission for conservation and leisure, and comprising
mostly forest and marshland. A number of satellite towns and rural communities
lie beyond the greenbelt but are administratively part of the Ottawa
municipality. The largest of these are Kanata to the west and Orleans to the
east.

Across the Ottawa River lies the city of Gatineau. Although administered
separately, the two cities both fall within the remit of the National Capital
Commission and for many purposes are considered a single metropolitan area,
called Canada’s Capital Region.

Ottawa is neighbouring with many metropolises. It’s accessible to Montreal,
Quebec City, Toronto and some cities in the Unite States, such as Boston, New
York City, Philadelphia and so on. Here are the distances from Ottawa to other
cities.
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The Basics

Distances to Ottawa

From Kilometres Miles
Boston 736 457
New York City 665 413
Philadelphia 771 479
Washington D. C. 989 614
Chicago 1283 797
Detroit 881 547
Toronto 476 295
Montreal 203 129
Quebec City 461 286

(Source: http://www. ottawa.com/)

3. Ottawa’s Weather and Four Seasons
About Ottawa Weather
The common impression about Canada is chilly cold and long lasting winter

covered with white snow, so Ottawa could not be an exception. However, the
climate and weather in Ottawa goes from one extreme to the other, with
extremely warm and humid summers and cold, snowy winters. Temperatures
can range from 33C (91°F) in summer to —40C (—40°F) in winter, with
average summer temperatures around 20C (68°F) and average winter
temperatures around —10C (14°F).

During the winter it snows a lot, and snow is not uncommon both in spring
and autumn. Temperatures well below freezing are experienced in winter, and
the bitter Ottawa weather is punctuated by the extremely cold wind chill.

Summer brings sunshine and pleasant days, with high humidity on many
occasions, although highs seldom exceed 100°F (38C), they can when you
combine the humidity that comes from Ottawa being in a valley. Rain can be
expected any time of year in Ottawa, but late summer, early fall tends to be the
wettest season. A feature of Ottawa weather is the possibility of late autumn
heat waves, enjoyed as “Indian summers”, which frequently occur.
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The Basics

Here we can see the average monthly temperatures in Ottawa:

Temperature ‘C J F M| A M J J A S (@) N D

Maximum =5 =4 | 2 1B:f 19 |*24 | 26 | 25 | 20 [i13 5 —3

Minimum —415 [=137]56 0 7 12 15 14 9 3m—2. [—11

(Sources: http://www. ottawakiosk. com/)

About Ottawa Seasons

From the change of temperatures around a year in Ottawa, it tends to draw
a conclusion that four seasons show up in Ottawa. Actually, Ottawa’s four
seasons provide an exhilarating canvas of colour, beauty, and recreational
activity. Spring, summer, fall and winter are welcomed, and the changing
seasons are an integral part of living in the city.

In spring, the snow begins to melt in March, but the temperatures remain
cool. While the snow is still on the ground in March, the days are warming up
and the nights cold. It is then that the maple sap begins to run, and the
“sugaring off” begins. Trees begin to bud in April, while early May: (with
occasional very warm days) is made joyful by an outburst of spring flowers,
especially tulips, in city parks.

Summer is ranging from June to August. These months tend to be hot and
humid, and the days are long (with the sun rising at 5:13 on the longest day of
the year, June 21, and setting at 8:55 p.m.). Sometimes, it is hot enough for
residents to seek the nearest lake or swimming pool to cool off. Therefore,
cycling, swimming, tennis, golf and whitewater rafting are favored activities in
this season.

Fall is a beautiful and invigorating time, with the first slight chill being felt
on early September evenings. By the end of the month, the days are shortening
rapidly, and the trees are beginning to turn red, yellow and orange. The colors
usually peak in the first two weeks of October, with the leaves falling rapidly
thereafter. This is the best time for photographers with all kinds of amazing
colors and for cycling fans with coolness.
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