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THEORY ON SELF - EDUCATION
ABSTRACT

Just like man has more and more concem with his becoming,
education has more and more concemn with the leamers subjective
development. Thus, focus of educational research is turning to edu-
cation’ s deep level : self-education, a kind of education that encour-
age students’ initiative learning.

Up to now, almost all of the conception of education is defined
by the meaning of teaching others or leaming from others. The cate-
gory of education we often say is narrowed. In fact, its meaning has
confined within teaching others or leamning from others. It is not a
holistic understanding about education since we can find no place of
self-education from the basic difiniton. Different from traditional way
of thinking which takes self-education only as a teaching method,
discussion in this dissertation has a new confluent approach to self-e-
ducation. In this dissertation, self-education, accompanied by oth-
ers teaching or learning from others, has been considered as an in-
separable part in education process. Both depend on each other and
present a dynamic developing state. Based on this approach, this

dissertation has formulated a new view of self-education, namely,




self-education corresponding to others teaching or leaming from oth-
ers is one part and destination of education.

Relations between self-education and others teaching have static
and dynamic aspects. logically speaking, education can be divided
into self-education and others teaching, but there is no absolute self-
education nor absolute others teaching. Both permeate through each
other and exist together. This view is the logical premise of this dis-
sertation arguments, all discussion of the thesis expandson this base.

This thesis includes six sections:

Section one emphatically analyses the historical reason why
self-education has been pointed out and its significance. Through
analysis on the development of education theory and education expe-
rience, this section clearly points out that core of modem education
tums to self-education is the inexorable trend of time and education
development.

Section two discusses self- education’ s premise conception-
“self” and its developing trace from points of views of philosphy,
psychology and education. It makes a comparation between different
development of the western “self” (spiritual self-material self-lonely
individual-subjective self ) and the Eastern non-self- interest self-
group self, and how they emerged and unified in modemn times. Ac-
cording to analysis on self structure of physical self, cognition self,
social self and esteem self, this section points out the self conception
in education and the correct attitude towards self.

Section three traces the sense development of self- education

conception and points out a new self education conception after mo




dification and supplementation to the achievement made in times
past. The author has summarized the nature of self-education when
analyzing its intension and extension. Then, further analysis to rela-
tions between self-education and others teaching has been made, and
a modern view of self-education has been formulated.

Section four has built a goal structure of seif-education. It ana-
lyzed different dimension’s self-education goals and the reasons and
premises why they were formulated. It has formulated a general self-
education goal on the basis of ‘six developments”and a special self-
education goal on the basis of the four know-how”and the “the five
on oneself”. This approach is conducive to integrate theory into
practice.

Section five has analyzed the inner psycholoigical mechanism of
self-education. It describes self consciousness, selfesteem and self
feedback and the three factors have separately initiation, motivation
and adjusting functions in self-education process. In this way of dis-
cussion, self-education research goes from macro approach to micro-
approach. So it has made up the weekness of previous ones that
placed less emphases on micro-study on self-education.

Section six reveals the function process of self-education. It has
analyzed not only the independent, one-way self-education process,
but also the compound process it has in the whole process of educa-
tion. The combination of the two processes has been summarized as
a complete working process of self-education.

In a word, analyzed from different points of views-from macro

to micro, from static to dynamic, from internal approach to external
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approach, this dissertation has formulated a new view of self-educa-
tion and has renewed the structure of traditional view of education.
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