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The Classics Bring a
Modern China to the World

Puglcation Note

"The Traditional Chinese Culture Classical Series originated from the
Chinese-English 100 Bilingual Series, the most popular one in the last two
decades of the 20th century in China. The series had so impressed
generations of English learners and admirers of Chinese culture that still
leaves a deep impression in readers’ mind. The books were their primary
reading materials of English language, resourceful teacher and intimate
friend, witnessing a perennial youth in pursuit of knowledge and success.

The series gradually came into being through the cooperation
between China Translation and Publication Corporation {CTPC) and Hong
Kong Commercial Press in 1980s and 1990s. The series was compiled
and translated together by a group of outstanding scholars and professors.

To bring the superb quality of the previous series into full play, CTPC
has put enormous effort in revising and reorganizing it, drawing from the
contributions by renowned translation scholars and experts in" China. Their
critical assessment and compilation with regards to topics, original
selections, English translations, and overall layouts will surely stand to the
reader’s demand and create a new image of Chinese culture, that is, in
“The Traditional Chinese Culture Classical Series”.

The Traditional Chinese Culture Classical Series enjoys rich content
and realizes our reader-oriented principle. To these ends, we add modern
Chinese renditions, annotations, pronunciations, and highlighted classical
sentences while removing those obscure and tedious sections, in an
effort to make the series both popular and pragmatic.

Characteristic of holistic configuration and harmonious unity between
the fine format and the excellent content, the Traditional Chinese Culture
Classical Series will certainly be cherished by readers from both home and
abroad.
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Although the expression “miniature story” does not occur in
ancient Chinese writings, it is hard to find a more appropriate synonym,
and we have no difficulty in finding a great number of short articles in
classical works, especially in the historical annals from the late Spring
and Autumn Period (770—467 BC) to the outbreak of the Opium War
in 1840.

These articles, some of which consist of merely a few words, are
comparable to English features, anecdotes, comments, jottings or short
essays. They display both wit and humour, as well as the various
attitudes towards life and the general aspects of the ancient Chinese
society.

We have selected 100 representative and interesting pieces from
the Pre-Qin Period right through to the Qing Dynasty, covering more
than two thousand five hundred years. Due to the shortness of this
compilation, readers may feel that they can only catch 4 glimpse of
Chinese culture, yet it should be sufficient to gain. an insight into this
subject.

Because of the difference in cultural background and the disparity
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of linguistic constructs, Chinese-English translation fails to convey the
original idea perfectly, just as with English-Chinese translation. I think
all translators agree with me on this. We could have given more
annotations, however some problems cannot be expliined by an
annotation of only a few words. Therefore in many cases, we have
decided to leave such problems to the interested readers themselves to
study and research into.

I am greatly indebted personally to Shang Duan, Jiang Zaifen and
Zou Xiaobiao for their contributions to the translations in this book
(names arranged in sequence of number of articles translated).

Ma Jiaju (Ligian)
Dec. 24, 1993
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