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Maya Art and Architecture

Many people consider Maya art and architecture to be the most
sophisticated and beautiful of the ancient New World. The carvings
at Palenque and the statues of Copan are especially refined, showing
a grace and accurate observation of the human form, which reminded
early archaeologists of the classical civilization of the Old World.
With the decipherment of the Mayan script, it was discovered that
the Maya were one of the few civilizations where artists attached
their name to their works.

Maya Marriages

Maya marriages were arranged by adults and priests, and not as
frequently by a couple who had fallen in love. The Maya married at a
younger age than people do nowadays. When a boy reached 16, and a
girl reached 12, they would each have a ceremony. They wore jewelry
such as white beads for boys and red shells for girls. At the wedding
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Maya Drink TR TN
You like chocolate, don't you? Then you would certainly love i

what the Maya drink. It is known that the Maya enjoy chocolate. The
seeds from the cacao tree are the main ingredient in chocolate drinks.
Just as we drink chocolate milk and hot chocolate, they, too, drink
chocolate in many forms. The Maya refer to chocolate as “The Drink
of the Gods”. Their diet is mostly made of cornmeal, maize and meat.
The principal food of the Maya is maize. Yum!
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Pursuing approach to the sun,

You built the towering Pyramid.

And discovered the distance from God,

So raised its head erect like a hillock.
—History written on a rock,

How sad and majestic, you Maya!
Expecting descendants to multiply,

You invented the solar calendar.

Roots embedded deep in the soll,

Trees of iron with silver flowers were bred.
—Dreams entrusted to the wind and water,

How natural, unaffected, you Mayal!
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Monument on the Salisbury Plain

Stonehenge is a megalithic monument on the Salisbury Plain in
Southern England, composed mainly of thirty upright stones (sarsens,
each over ten feet tall and weighing 26 tons), aligned in a circle, with
thirty lintels (6 tons each) perched horizontally atop the sarsens in a
continuous circle. There is also an inner circle composed of similar
stones, also constructed in post-and-lintel fashion.

Mysterious Origins

Gerald called Stonehenge “The Giant’s Dance ”, because he had
heard stories that giants brought the stones from Africa to Ireland, and
built the monument. Later, Gerald said, Aurelius Ambrosius, king of
the Britons, had Merlin bring the stones to Britain.

However, the archaeological evidence at Stonehenge simply
does not support the date of construction. The archaeology points to a
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construction date between 5 000 ) and ’3 OOQ»‘yeai‘s ago. St 3

angled so that on the equinexes $andwm9°§obtwes, ﬁn: sun nsmg over
horizon appears to be perfectly placed between gaps in th :
This is doubtless not an accident, and probably contributed to stories ,
of its mysterious origins.

An Astronomical Observatory?

Gerald Hawkins, a professor of astronomy, concluded that
Stonehenge was a sophisticated astronomical observatory designed to
predict eclipses. The positioning of the stones provides a wealth of
information, as does the choice of the site itself. If you can see the
alignment and the use of these stones then you will know the reason
for the construction. Hawkins and other astronomers discovered a
56-year cycle of eclipses by decoding Stonehenge!
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