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Abstract

Japanese left-wing writer Wataru Kaji came to China in 1936, when
Japanese-Chinese war was about to break out. With the support and help
from Lu Xun and other Chinese writers and activists from Shang hai, he
made up his mind joining the campaign of resistance against Japan, and
wrote openly to criticize against Japan’s invasion in China. In the year
of 1938, when Kuomingdang government and Communist Party for the
second time made a joined-effort to fight against Japan, Wataru Kaji was
invited by Kuomingdang government as a consultant working for the
Third Bureau of Political Department of the Military Committee, focusing
on propaganda work for Japanese detainees of the war. At that time,
Guo Moruo was the leader of the Third Bureau and with his support,
Wataru started the anti-war education and training to the Japanese pris-
oners of war. Then he went to Guilin and Chongqin in 1939 and 1940 to
set up the Japanese people’ s Anii-war League in China, (later referred
here as Anti-war League) for Japanese prisoners who came to realize
what they did to Chinese people, and to organize an Anti-war League
Team and he himself to be the leader, led the team to the front, carrying
out the anti-war propaganda campaign to the Japanese army which had a
great impact upon the soldiers. When the co-operation of Kuomingdang
and Communist party broke up, the Anti-war League was dissolved, but

the activities that Wataru Kaji did during that period already aroused the
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attention from international communities and their approval. So, with the
help from international communities and his Chinese friends, Wataru
Kaji and his colleagues managed to continue the campaign until the end
of the war.

The thesis will try to give a description and an analysis about how
Wataru Kaji’ s anti-war ideas and his anti-war activities developed and
were carried out in three periods, that is, pre-war period, middle period
of the war and the aftermath of the war, and the impact of his ideas and
activities to Japan and China and to the relation between two countries.
The first chapter is about pre-war period, from 1903, the year in which
Wataru was born, to 1935. The chapter will focus on how Mr. Kaji’s
anti-war thoughts were shaped and developed; From the second chapter
to the fourth, will describe the activities of Mr. Kaji in China from 1936
to 1946, the middle period of the war, and how it influenced China and
Japan. The second chapter will emphasize on Mr. Kaji’ s relationship
with his Chinese friends and the influence these friends had on him. The
third chapter will focus on the systematic frame of the Political Depart-
ment of Military Committee of Kuomingdang government, and how Mr.
Kaji carried out the education programme on Japanese detainees and why
he organized the *“ Anti-war League”. The fourth chapter focuses on his
actives in Guilin and Chongging, helping Japanese detainees to set up
an “Anti-war League”. The fifth chapter focuses on the aftermath of the
war, covering the period from 1946 to 1982, trying to give a description
about Wataru’ s continued anti-war activities after he returned back to
Japan and the important role he played in building a friendly bridge be-
tween the two countries.

Upon the outstanding research works and publications done about

Japanese-Chinese war by scholars both from China and Japan, there are
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still some fields somehow left less visited, like the research about the an-
ti-war activities that were carried out by Japanese people who stayed in
China for various reasons in that period, especially about the founder
and the leader of Anti-war League, Wataru Kaji. There are very few
documents and materials related to him which could be found about his
life and his story in then China, making it quite difficult to dig deeper
into his activities and his ideas. I hope, that by writing the thesis, doing
the research about Wataru’ s activities and ideas at that particular period
of the time, as carefully as I can, will provide something helpful to the
present Sino-Japan relation.

The historical materials used in the thesis mostly are first-hand ma-
terials from the libraries in mainland China,Taiwan, Japan and United
States, and also from the materials and documents that Mr. Kaji took
with him from China back to Japan, which was published in 1995. And
with luck, I managed to have a chance to interview some people who
used to work with or for Mr. Kaji at that time, and all recorded on the

tapes, providing important supplementary information to the thesis.

Kcy words: Wataru Kaji  Japanese-Chinese war  Anti-war League

Anti-war thoughts and ideas
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