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Golden Pond of Hefei
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Landscape design company: Siteline Environment Design Co., Ltd.
Commission: Hefei Yingtai RE.O.

Awards: “China International Garden Community” presented by UN Environmental Planning Bureau in Year 2004.
Environmental Double Gold Award of National Inhabitation Classic Planning Competition in Year 2007.
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“Golden Pond” is a large-scale residential project with an area of 300,000 square
meters, located in the west suburb of Hefei (Anhui province). It starts alongside
the No. 2 West Ring Road in the east, adjoining Fanwa Road in the south. The
whole site is close to Qingxi Forest Park and Botanic Garden, it is also the
nearest residential area to the downtown with beautiful scenic environment and
a tinge of nature.

A successful landscape design should contain both the contents culture and the
texture of natural terrain, and it can organicly develop in a natural and cultural
environment. Therefore, it is significantly important on how to plan it as a whole
and cffectively control the traffic, drainage, resources and nature reservation,
wild animal inhabit, social affairs space,as well as the layout of architectural
buildings.

The community of “Golden Pond” origins the ramp wet-land with bulrush and
water birds, and its landform presents lower in the south and higher in the north;
owe to its closure to water sources of Dongpu Reservoir, many trees and shrubs
are growing in the land, and the vegetation resource is very rich; several original
ponds are lying there, one of which is some 10 000 square meters. The rich
water source is a special feature of the land. The moving terrain, the peaceful
water and wild plantings form the unique natural conditions to this land. By
fully combining the original conditions of the project, the landscape designers
cast away the current fashionable artificial landscape creations, pure European-
style or designing approaches of traditional Chinese gardens, they re-explained
the terrain environment and excavated its unique features. sufficiently exerted
the wave features of its terrain and shape, created and reserved the original
ponds, trees, slopes and valleys.
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The landscape design of the whole site expanded with the theme of ponds, the
designers re-designed the original ponds by using Chinese traditional method
of water control “curved water due to the bank, separated water because of the
dyke”, they designed the stone bank, island and small timber deck between
“Golden Pond” and *“ Ecological Lake”, which separated the water surface and
created a contrasted effectiveness of “open and close” and “control and expand”.
Meanwhile we used creak to connect the different elements, emphasizing the
natural water features, tidy water features as assistance to form a unique, large-
scale eco-ponds systems.

A curved skeleton road, as a spaces directions, the designers defined it as main
road, secondary road, footpath and landscape trail. The main road crosses
through the whole site and forms the framework, it also connects the main
entrances and main features. It has multi-function for fire and embulance
vehicles, as well as viewing and strolling even relaxing. The second road is the
inside frameworks to each clusters, it connects the nearby features by footpaths
and viewing trails.

By using it as the masterstroke, the designers grasp the whole space layout, base
on the Chinese traditional gardening designs, and unit the western and Chinese
gardening arts to create a landscape containing home and overseas culture, with
humanistic ecological residential area to realize “gain fun from nature by suing
the theory of nature”.
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Layered lawns and trestles extend the freshness of the water and introduce the sight to the surrounding ar-
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Trees along the rivers are green sunshades, which provide shelters for the residents and associate them with

the water.
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Parapets rhythmically extend. Stepping stones are built along the
clipper-built pond. Manpower here is in harmony with the nature.
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Riverbank outlines an environment imbued with wildness and interests. Drooping willows, shrubs and

lawns surround the blue lake, on which pond lilies are blooming secretly.
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