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Not a Joke

1. One dark stormy night, an elderly couple hurried into a hotel and
asked whether they could be put up for the night. “I'm very sorry,” the
clerk on the night shift said politely, “we are all booked tonight. But
you could stay in my room if you don’t mind. It’s not exactly a suite, but
it’s clean. As I'm on duty, I'll be staying up in the office anyway, and
I can do some bookkeeping business there.” The young man gave the
sincere advice.

2. The elderly couple accepted his offer with gratitude. They apologized
for the inconvenience they had caused him. The next day, the rain
stopped and it cleared up. When the old gentleman went to pay his bill,
the clerk behind the counter was that same helpful young man. “The
room you and your wife stayed in is not a proper guest room in this
hotel, so you don’t need to pay,” said the clerk, with the same friendly
smile.

3. The old gentleman nodded in appreciation: “You are an employee that
every boss in the hotel business would dream of. Perhaps someday I’ll
build a hotel for you.” The clerk was amazed but, deciding that the
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guest must have been joking, he gave the remark no more thought.

4. Two years later, the young man received a registered letter from the
old gentleman, in which he recalled the experience of that dark stormy
night. The letter also enclosed a formal invitation and a round-trip air
ticket to New York, asking the young man to pay a visit.

5. At a street corner in Manhattan, the young man met his former guest.
The old gentleman, pointing to a magnificent new building towering
over the crossroads, said, “Look, that is the hotel I promised to build
for you. I hope you will manage it for me. Remember what I said then?
Well, I was serious about it.”

6. Overwhelmed with surprise, the young man stammered, “But... will
there be any conditions, sir? Why do you choose me? And who are
you?”’

7. “My name is William Aster. There’s no condition whatsoever. Like I
told you before, you are the best employee I could ever dream of!”

8. This building was none other than the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. Starting
business in 1931, this hotel has been a symbol of supreme status and
honour in the city of New York, the number-one choice for visiting
state leaders from various countries. The young man who became its
first manager was George Boldt, the man who turned Waldorf into one
of the most glamorous hotels in the world. ll
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The Market Isn’t Everything

1. Tt has become more and more clear that the market is not all-powerful,
that it has certain limitations. In view of this fact, legislative or
state macro-control measures should be taken to implement social
regulation in fields such as medical care, housing and schooling,
all of which have a direct bearing on the nation’s economy and the
people’s livelihood.

2. These three basic matters are all directly related to the life, even
the survival of every fellow countryman. Their importance cannot
therefore be over-estimated. Although in the past, during the era of the
planned economy, every urban resident had a share of social welfare,
it was only welfare of low quality. Nowadays, with the economic
development that has occurred since the beginning of reform and
opening-up, the possibility of improving in these areas has become
greater than ever before. It should bring further benefits to the
people. Yet, if our understanding regarding these matters becomes
distorted, we may form mistaken ideas and, through them, create new
social injustices.
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