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A Brief Introduction of the Author

Lin Jun, male, born in Chaozhou City, Guangdong
Province in 1950, was once the manager of Zhangzhou
Jinlong Steel Furniture Factory. He has been engaged
in the collection and the study of the Chinese ancient
porcelain wares, among which the ancient wares from
the Zhang Kiln in the Minnan District and the specimens
of the porcelain wares from the Ru Kiln in the Northern
Song Dynasty are remarkable, and compiled The
Connoisseurship of the Wares from the Zhang Kiln.
Now he is a member of the Association of Chinese
Cultural Relics, Chinese Ancient Ceramic Society,
and the Restoration Committee of Chinese Cultural
Relics.
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Inseription of Mr. Geng Baochang, an expert in the ancient ceramics from Beijing
Palace Museum
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Inscription of Mr. Fan Di’an, head of the China Art Gallery
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The scene of Qingliangsi Village, Baofeng County, Henan
Province (in 2005)

Qingliangsi Village is located in the southwest of Daying
Town, Baofeng County, Pingdingshan City about three kilometers
away from the town center. The reputation of the village originates
from the fact that it is the site of the great Ru Kiln in the Northern
Song Dynasty.

There are about 3,000 people in the village, most of whom
are the descendants of the Wangs of the Sanhuai Tang. During
the reign of Jiajing in the Ming Dynasty, a Huanggu Building
for the Wangs of the Sanhuai Tang was erected, inside which an
ancestral temple was built to commemorate the Emperor Zhao
Huizong's wife (Huanggu) and the Kiln gods. The village is 1.5
kilometers long from the east to the west and 1 kilometer from
the north to the south. Plenty of coal and legacies of the Ru Kiln
are buried underground.
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The Qingliang Temple (in 2005)

The temple was built in the fourth year (in 963 A.D.)
during the reign of Jianlong of Zhao Kuangyin (temple name:
Song Taizu). The center is the main hall to enshrine and worship
Sakyamuni, beside which are the side halls to worship Guanyin
(a Bodhisattva) and Thousand View World Sound Bodhisattva.
It was renovated twice in the ninth year of Wanli (1581 A.D.)
of the Ming Dynasty and in the eighth year of Jiaging (1803
A.D.) of the Qing Dynasty respectively.To the end of the Qing
Dynasty it was destroyed, with only one hall left to enshrine

and worship Sakyamuni.
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The author consulted Mr. Geng Baochang, an expert in the ancient ceramics, on how to name the restored Ru wares.
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In August 2007, the author was invited by Henan Ceramic Committee to give a speech on the appreciation of
the Ru Kiln at Daguan Forum of Zhengzhou.
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Preface

Chinese porcelain has a long history: famous kilns and porcelains have come into existence
since the Han and Jin Dynasties. In the Song Dynasty, many well-known kilns appeared in China,
some of which made porcelain wares only for the imperial court. According to the document, at
that time there were five famous kilns — Ru, Guan, Ge, Ding and Jun, and the Ru Kiln was at the
top. Emperor Qianlong in the Qing Dynasty was very fond of the elegance of the porcelain wares
of the Ru Kiln and sent many persons to find the site of the Ru Kiln but in vain. Since 1950s,
archeologists had also surveyed Linru District, Henan Province for many times, but they made no
achievements before 1980s. Yet, as a matter of fact, in the 1930s, the Ru Kiln was once found and
in the 1960s articles about it were published;unfortunately, no attention was paid to them at that
time. It was not until 1986 that the site was confirmed — in Qingliangsi, Daying Town, Baofeng
County, Pingdingshan City, Henan Province.

The truth of the Ru Kiln was discovered after the archeologists in Henan Province scientifically
excavated the site of the Ru Kiln for several times. Recently, another site of the Ru Kiln was found
in Zhanggongxiang, Ruzhou City, Henan Province, which adds many reference data to the research
of the Ru Kiln.

In the recent years, porcelain hobbyists have collected incomplete wares and fragments of the
Ru Kiln products scattered in Henan Province, and by restoring them, found some special variety
and craftsmanship different form the blue porcelain wares of the Ru Kiln handed down from the
history, which has enriched people’s knowledge of the porcelain wares of the Ru Kiln.

Mr. Lin Jun, a remarkable collector in Zhangzhou City, Fujian Province, takes an active part in
the protection of the rare and priceless specimens of the Ru Kiln, for which he doesn’t stint on his
porcelain wares of the Ming or Qing Dynasty, which he has collected appropriately for many years.
After great efforts, he has collected a great variety of fragments of the porcelain wares of the Ru
Kiln and has restored some new porcelain wares. Now he has compiled his reference data into a
book and has had it published in Shanghai Chinese Classics Publishing House. The book, providing

new data for the rescarch of the Ru Kiln, will benefit a lot to the porcelain hobbyists.

Geng Baochang
May 4, 2006



J¥

hEMER BB e Tt Ry T, BIEFRARE TR RC
E2TC, LA LBENFBWATEL, EHC, KA, B 5,
bxcofEeiliEss, 20LE0hE, HHOLRTRRAFOK
oS D b CHAEFELT L T, TFOREC L > T, WER
ho2ZZFEopie, —HFFEFLIRBETT. (EeRLFTI) . &
HOoMERET ZEOMEMSoRL e e+ CEBEL, BEikop £
MEJGIRL L2, RS2 r>2LcF, 2 0HES 0 FER
B, FlEE L ME L HEYE OELX 2FELAArTcT T e, H
L, BRIMTsr=Tt, EFx2 0HA3 0FERMEETE AME
HERELELE, 6 040, 5 HFLWTEHHMBOLETLISH A
TTA, MFCEHRE L A2 L, 2DE ET, ¥2L19 8 614
B, MEOZEN OB EE RS RREIUNHFC S5 2 & 21
BEhE LA,

WA OENFEOMAHOFIFEGMEl G FFEOER L 2T, 4]
., WEOHBEHCIRL 2 L L, EFE, WA QWMT 0 RAE
cElLFLeikEoEh s REREAI LA, CORRB GHEDHN
CxtL T, FaemBlemy 24,

MAELIKE, EHW OS2 HT T EREE T, HikE Lk
faF e AR EAE L ©, R CEEs v LA, fHEE A LB,
H. LB MBS oNETEZsREs LI LA, ZORR
k=T, WS CXT2HLLIGEHT L H 5,

A E WX O AR O MIREE B LRE O L ik 2
fREFL T, &6, HERROMHSET G » UK e 1 L
WS L ACH L T BYE, UG AT v 2B oS £
. B sEEE L BEL T RBELERY EF, BV E, FEE
o¥pleREL ., LEHEHBRECES T, HET 3> TFET T,
S hi, WEMRMAAOMITEC LT, LB LR 2 T,

GG

20064E5 H4H

11



12

iy

Hif

MRAARBRE U7 R EIE R PR EE B 2E, JERTE (LAT5960 ~ 11274 )
EFET—EAT/\E, EETILRES. EXEHE, BT8FE%E, nEns
b, MEHIWERET mlk. —AEIZAEML, (U —ERE L. 9%, VW, &
e, Imicds. HFEE . YMHIRE ., BEE. N2, SHE. TEE. Fre. e
B/EF, TRHA, BESME, SOObEE T EENEKEOSEIRS. BTN s
EEFIF RSN, FEREIGENTESOR, FFLISHE DK GE.
Eit, BWLMNG, FFREEFERMEG NG, KRk,

I EESETE SR A EEMRNE Y, SRS AR R 5
T—EHEEE, LUEEMARSI LR E AN, XA AU R IR
., SRR L, EEENE, mENEIKE T M RIS S e a2 18R,
A RHUESREIEINTRRIEZ, Fifi SR B YINE R RIS, MiTikH)
T—IMHEEFRR . ©LEABEEEE (Es55A) , TRREEZAH (E7A.
10A) , HEWETZRE, ERFRE, CHMmAESNZE, His Ty, 22
Kk, FiandEE, GUER (Ese) , ERMUI. FEEMEEESR (E24 ) ks
AHIGHET (E2) , WANTEHEEE, WHERINERSRI TS s . %E
EERZ Y “REMOEES" . wEHIR AR, ErERRE Erea” >
W, EAREL2LLT, BTG TROGEERMAREEN, SBlkaiticatay
Be. Rt Etiie. Ligtehie, REZ AN, KEAHEEESS . %R
BRI . HAKPR T I ARPEMIRE TR, Bl . #E “IETHY
A8, NMEREE—M" B, YREAITESe A hEIEY, “S TN, ©
(&%) H, ERERERE L, " aCEHIMEE Bk S SHtr. &4tk
RIRERFRARS, BEREMYRD, 20050 E BB DOk A TR
It R ER TR PRASKIEDHTII S, MRS, REHFemEnLys
o

M20it2d505E UG, BDEMEHHER .. W TIEE, KRB ESHFIRS/L
RARIEH), EFHRFLEEEIAW LN, FREERET IS IS »RxE
AT 4. S \kFBHER (R/5—KT20005E6~128 ) , EABEEEHLFEER



BRI B DS IFZEIET 191, BEEAS00F kK, EEHE 15, Eb2
BE., B4, B2, R0, KOG, fiklaed~. kb2 Mk iR,
RESHEBENHEX AR — RN KSR AR REETY, ATRAFT
R B HIFFSEIZD o

TEGSFIE T ORRSEX hEFr & i, RO ik SR eshur i e BB .
FERA TR SEHSARLEYER, i MR DG RicEr s Rkas. X—itFE
B ESEEORL, T T RS THRZAEE, thsEsS SR ENGm.
NRTLLE X e fr sy, TRt ey E R L R R e — AN EEIRYT, B
U B AR RS LU N HRAEa B R 2SR 3. EREREER ARG EHNEERS
B, BT UL SR i B A BT ARG TS,

+JLERT, AAFEGIRAEEEIRLTEFENEMT SRR E MR RiEl
ZIh, BHIEHK, BEGEENZHE. REITYFZi@ind, BRIEEFHEER
EEHIFEPHR R % SuliREE]. KEYE, WimdEsk. fMmesftt. EEies.
SO, BuEE . FoRENE, BRRBRNAEE. HRE 0. BRE”
IABEAEE, £ETIEERHIIANR. . KEM/SOEAZEREDT T (E14) |
nHEEES (EHe) . KEMEEMENE (EH2) . SF6E/ \ 5P (E4) | K
FEEBEE (E34) . KEMEERCGREIER (Ea) | REFEBRENE (1) | X
Kl (Es7) . KREMMES (Ees) . KM E (EHes) . REFRES (Ee)
%, BRERAER MG ERR. AT A TER ARG B ESa R T
., AT TIHEENENER, 20EAR N T IERACREEFERS . i4E
RARAREEMGIREME, T8RS, FLUHAR, BELUHXSAZRAE > hEscib
HFF T8k,

&

CEFHTEMNrE

13



14

Preface

China was,from 960 to 1127 A. D., in the Northern Song Dynasty for 168 years. From Zhao
Kuangyin (Song Taizu: temple name), the first emperor; to Zhao Huan (Song Huizong: temple name),
the last one who experienced the Jingkang Incident in 1127, all the nine emperors were fond of porcelain
wares. In addition, the economy at that time was prosperous. As a result, the porcelain ware production
went to a peak, with many famous kilns built. Just in Henan Province, there were Ru, Jun, Pacun,
Lushan, Linru, Yiyang, Dangyangyu, Hebi, Neixiang, Dengfeng, Mixian, Xin'an, and Jiaxian kilns,
which competed severely and improved the porcelain ware production. The products of the Ru Kiln,
outstanding, were preferred by the imperial court, for it came to the aesthetic requirement of the supreme
authority. At that time, the kilns were named after the district and the Ru Kiln after the Ru District
(i.e. Pingdingshan City for the time being).

The porcelain wares of the Ru Kiln (the Ru wares for short), playing an important role like a
landmark in the history of ancient porcelain, brought the production of the blue glazed porcelain wares
to a peak. Therefore, they had a great effect on the following development of blue glazed porcelain
—— not only on color, shape and ways to bake, but also on the aesthetic approach. Since the existence
of the Ru wares, people gave up the aesthetic convention and laid stress on the internal charm and
taste of the wares, instead of only appreciating the external form of the wares. Thus, a new aesthetic
realm came into being. The Ru wares carried on the pick of wares of mystic color (Picture 55 A) and
set the trend for the production of the Guan Kiln (Picture 7A, 10A).They were produced with perfect
craftsmanship, exquisite shapes and serene glaze surface full of crackles in the form of crab’s claws
or fish scales. The Ru wares are so magnificent, with their lustrous bodies like jades and their colors
resembling blue sky, that they seem to have been out of Nature (Picture 56). Because of their unique
baking way (Picture 24) and their unique quality(Picture 2), they have been seen as priceless treasures
like buttress by the collectors home and abroad.The British Museum calls them “the most priceless
court porcelain wares "

So rare are the products of the Ru Kiln handed down from the ancient times that it was hard to
get them even in the Southern Song Dynasty (1127~1279 A.D.). On the basis of an incomplete statistics,
there are no more than 100 complete Ru wares for the time being. They are collected in Taipei Palace
Museum, Beijing Palace Museum, Shanghai Museum, Tianjin Arts Museum, Percival David Foundation ,
Victoria and Albert Museum, and Museum of Oriental Ceramics, Osaka, Japan. Besides, one or two
are kept personally in Hong Kong. Therefore, there exists a widespread saying: “Ten thousand guan
of money (a huge amount of money) does not amount to a Ru ware.” Mr. Li Kuchan, a famous

contemporary technologist in China, once wrote: “Any museum without the Ru wares is not perfect.”



